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It was in the month of November, 1792, 
that I firft became a member of the So- 
ciety for Conftitutional information. The 
multitude of great events, which at that pe- 
riod had happened in France, incited people 
of all ranks to political inquiry ; and men 
were roufed by a perception of one of the 
moft palpable of truths, which yet feemed 
as it were a recent difcovery, that the poli- 
tical inflitutes of all nations eflentially in«- 
iluence the morals and the happinefs of the 
people, and that thefe inftitutesare capable 
of improvement. The good was no fooner 
pe»:eived than an eagernefs to enjoy it was 
begotten 3 and this eagernefs was frequently 
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:xciteadread that, though 
i, it might painfully retard 

fluggifii apprchcnfions of 
: powers of mind are fmall 
eat, were aw^ened. Their 
rable, their wealth enor- 
lence univerfal, and their 
lions almolV the fole means 
ihefs, they no fooner faw 
f conceived diJguft for the 
s of it } and this dilguft 
d intohatred. Animofity 
generally mutual ; and the 
iftinftly feen to increafe, 
mt with pernicious effefts, 
rcumflances, \t became the 
an to think ferioufly, and 
PafTengers in a ftorm la- 
np, are upbraided if they 
iger of being thrown over- 
ife. Individual and gene* 
E fame, and tire man who 
/ith the helm may yet aid 
the anchor 

Believing 
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Believing that all men and all a6lion9 
contribute more or lefs to the general good 
or harm, I hadlortg been accuftomed, in the 
efforts of which I was capable, to keep that 
good in view. Stimulated by the confidera- 
tions I have mentioned, and by the daily 
events that prefled with accumulating afto- 
nifhment on the mind, I ardently applied 
myfelf to the ftudy of man, and the means 
of promoting his welfare and leflening his 
evils, as conne£led with political inftitutes. 
Of the reftitude of my intentions and the 
wifdoni or folly of my endeavours my fel- 
low citizens muft judge, by the few proofs 
I have been able to afford. At leafl, I was 
aifiduous in my inquiries ; and the princi- 
jles in which I was confirmed by them im- 
pelled me to communicate fome part of that 
truth, which I imagined, to be eminently 
beneficial. 

The chief of thefe principles are, that 
man is happy in proportion as he is truly 
informed; that his ignorance is not a fault 
but a misfortune, becaufe his quantity 
of knowledge is inevitably the refult of 
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the circumftanCes under which he exlfts ; 
therefore, that to be angry with him, to 
treat him unkindly, and to puniOi him, is 
criminal; in other words, is erroneous; 
that toinfti'u£l him, and while inftrudling 
to convince him of the benevolence of the 
teacher's intentions, is the only way to cure 
him of his miftakes and diminiJh the com- 
miHion of crimes ; that, in proportiofl as 
he advances in the knowledge of fa£ts, he 
will increafe the means of happinefsj and 
that, as fadts are unlimited in number and 
variety but ftill are fubjeft to certain un j 
varying laws, the increafe of his happineft 
is likewife certain, yet unlimited. 

Being convinced that thefe are indubita- 
ble truths, I neceffarily became the opponent, 
of all violence, and a determined friend to 
the publication a( truth ; fince by that alone 
the well-being of man can be promoted. 
Soon after I entered this Society, I was 
afked by an inquirer, like myfelf (after he 
had ftated that fuch focieties decide whether 
propolitions are right or wrong by vote) 
whether truth depended on a majority ? 
whether;' 
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whether, if a nation were unanimOBflf 
$0 vote that, a part is greater than th^ 
whole, their decifion could alter the faS: i 
gnd, if not, why did I join in the praftifc 
of error ? 

To this I replied, with fatisfaftion tomy- 
felf though not to him, that the abfurdity 
pf fuppofing fafts coyld be affefted by opi* 
nions was evident ; but that fuch focieties 
fiid exiil, and till men fhould be better in-p 
formed, would continije to exifl: ; that th^ 
f ule h? fuggefted appeared to exf lude all the 
jnen who were beft calculated to prevent 
fuch focieties, in their too great ardour to 
do good, from doing ill s that colit&mg 
votes was a mode of eftimating the publig 
opinion, a thingin itfelf highly defirable^ if 
it could be collefted in a rational manner j 
and that, if I ref ufed to a6l with men Co long 
as they fhould he guilty pf mif^ake, I muft 
banifh ray felf whoHy from their intercourfe. 

1 fay then, I entered this foci^ty with a 
firm determination to v(fe every ^n^eayour 
to prevent violence and acrimony, to com- 
municate the truth I knew or imagined I 

kneW| 
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enough to accufe ourfelves coUeftively, 
was that our power was fo rmalL 

The apprehenfions of Government were 
firfl* publiclyannounced in the proclamation 
of the 2ift of May, 1792; arid the coer- 
cive meafures on which it had determined 
immediately appeared, in parliamentary ad- 
dreffes and the meafures of the magiftrate^ 
and municipal officers throughout the king- 
dom. AfTociations were formed, and the 
danger of the conftitution, from the wicked 
attempts of republicans and levellers, be- 
came the cry of what has been called thi^ 
ariftocratic party. I fay, what has been 
called } becaufe I am not a friend to any 
word with which ideas of animofity and 
viplence (hall be aflbciated. So aftive were 
thefe felf-declared friends pf Government, 
and fo loud in thei^ affeverations of ap- 
proaching ruin, the deftruaion of property, 
infurreftion, and anarchy, that the quiet 
peQplfe, who er i;o^oui]iy imagine they have 
no interefl: whatever in the affairs of go- 
yernment, that is, the greateft part of the 

nfltiQn, \feg9^ to j^tal^eof the fe%rs of thefe 
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agitators ; and the deception tvas carried to 
fo ftrange a height that Miniftry, by more 
proclamations, aflerted, in the face of the 
world, that infurreftions did aftually exift', 
which the militia was calfed out to quell, at 
^ moment when not a hand or foot waa 
ftining on any fuch pretences within the 
confines of Great Britain. They feemed to 
have reiterated the cry of fire, till they had 
convinced themfelves that the world was in 
flames j and, for ray own part, I have little 
doabt but that they were guilty of the in- 
credible folly of fuppofing that thefe infur- 
redionss were really combining, and on the 
eve of burfting forth. That they did a£tn* 
ally exift they muft know to be afalfehood. 
The miftake therefore of which they were 
guilty was in affirming even more tlian 
they themfelves believed. 

Fear and infatuatioii having once Ceiitd 
the mind, its bewildered faculties run riot ; 
and confequ«ices the moft abfurd and moft 
deplorable are ever likely to be the refult. 
Profecutions were immediately commenced, 
throughout the kingdom. Every county 
affile 
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;afl^ze and quarter feffions condeipned fomc 
poor ignorant enthufiaft to imprifQnrnent, 
for follies at which infancy or idiotifm 
fcarcely could have taken fright ; and men 
of refp^able character^ and honeft inten- 
tion^j in the fury of their new-born zeal, 
tliought it a heroical act of duty to watch 
the conduct of their yery intimates, excitp 
them to utter what have been opprobrioufly 

called feditious and treafonable words, and 

♦ ' • • • ■ 

afterward to turn informers againft the in- 
temperance they had provoked. To avoid 
/ giving any opinion^ not to mention that 
fuch filence would have been daftardly and 
hypocritical, was almoft inipoffible. Lan- 
guage the moft outrageous was employed, 
to make thofe who were in the leaft fuf-? 
pefted declare their cr6ed ; and, ifj^t were 
i not entirely accommodating, the peaceable 

citizen, after being entrapped, was infulted 
and turned, nay frequently kicked, out of 
tap-roonis,cofFee-houfes, ^nd public places. 
The impotence of the perfecuted party 
^as every where demonftrated ; yet thq 
putcry of alarm increafed. Church and 

B 2 King 
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JCing mobs were proved, in public courts 
of juftice, to have been encouraged by the 
very men whole office it Was to keep the 
peace; and, at Birmingham, the deluded 
people who had finl been kd to riot by ^ 
miftaken zeal in fupport of Government, 
again rofe in infurreclion, to avoid paying 
the affeffmcnts which their former leaders 
levied on them, for the outrages they had 
before committed. And, for this fuper- 
mduced riot, many of them have been 
brought to the foot of the gallows. 

Nor was tijis the only occafion on which 
the Birmingham people followed the Icflbn 
of anarchy they had been taught. They 
'difcovered their fuppofed power, and role 
to rid the town of all houfesofill fame. So 
dangdfeus is it to teach leffons of violence 
to well meaning but uninformed men. 

•■»vr 

In fine, it is a faft well worthy remaric 
that no infurr,e£lion, or fiiade of infurrec- 
*tion, has appeared on the part of the people 
wifliing reform ^ and that Birmingham> 
Briffol, Mountr-ftreet, and Charing-crofs, 
are all public inftances of riots excited by 

the 
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the mifconduft of perfons who derived the 

authority under which they adi-ed from Go- 

vernment. It may therefore be foboiy and \ 

tmly affirmed that, if there have been trai*- 

tors, the crime will reft upon thofe who 

have been the accufers. 

With reipe6l to the riots of prefs-gangs, 
failors, and coal-heavers, they originate in 
pra6Hces which farely it is the duty of Go- . ' 

yemment to inquire into, and to remedy. 
But they were merely repetitions of events 
that had but too frequently b'^ppened be- 
fore ; and therefore could pot be juftly at- 
tributed to the immediate interference of 
either party. 

Proceeding in the fame fpirit, printeis 
and bookfeilers all over the kingdom were 
hunted out for prolecution : and the tcm- 
peft of infurre6Hon and anarchy was fo 
confidently affirmed to be rifing, and rag- 
ing, that the Houfe of Commons voted die 
fufpenlion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, oa 
the affirmation that dangerous and treafim- 
able confpiracies did actually ^xift ! 

I^uture ages will find it di^ult to be- 
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Jieve that Government, through it agentg^ 
could condefcend to ufe the means which 
were refortejj to, that this fpirit might be 
.kept alive ; and that the hatred already ge- 
jicratcd between friends, families, focieties, 
and fects, might continue and increafe. 
Many of its partifans openly affirmed it 
was dpfirable that the conteft ihould he 
brought to an ilTue ; and thoufands of 
pamphlets were difperfed, gratis, all of an 
inflammatory kind, to produce this effect. 
Nay, Long-Lane and Stone-cutter Street, 
formerly the mart for the laft dying 
fpeeches of malefa'Slors, wer? inlifted in 
the caufe j and ballad fingers were driUecl, 
paid, and ftationed at the ends of ftreets, to 
chqunt the downfall of the Jacobins, the 
_gloi ious adminiftration of Mr. Pitt, and 
the viftories of the puke of Yor^. If 
but one of them dared to fing a Have ixl 
favour of any thing that looked like free- 
dom, he or flie was taken up and com^ 
mitted to the houfe of correftion. I my-;, 
felf witncfied numberleft fcenes of this 
^ind y apd, once iti particular, faw five 
yociferOK^ 
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Vociferous fellows, not meanly drefled, 
with cockades in their hats, ftiouting^ the 
contents of papers meant to excite the 
lower people to that acrimony which, had 
it been Completely efFefled as it was in 
part, muft have ended in mifchicf and 
liorror. 

The caricature print-fellers, too, were 
obliged to take their former wares from 
their windows ; and every device, of bleed- 
ing heads, cannibals devouring human bo- 
dies, and inventions almoft too deteftable 
for conception, was fubftituted to enrage 
the tiation. 

The very ballad fingers, whom I have 
mentioned, gave away with the halfpenny 
fongs they fold engravings, on copper, of 
the Queen of France -, one of which, among 
many other curiofities of this kind, I pur- 
chafed. 

Thefe things muft have been the work 
of Government. Five men could not have 
found it their intereft fo to drefs themfelvps 
up, and proclaim thrqugh the ftreets the 

ctimesL 



( i6 ) 



r» • y 



W. 






y^S: 



k. 




•4^ 



crimes and villanies of the Jacobins, and 
the virtues of Adminiftration. I walked 
with them as long as my time would permit, 
and faw that it was not the fale on which 
they depended^ Long-Lane never before 
gave copper-plate engravings, diftin6l from 
the fong, with ballads which are fold, as I 
believe, for three pence the double quire. 

With refpeft to the fociety of which 1 
was a member, it feemed with thefe pro- 
greffive events to increafe in amazement > 
and I may almoft fay in ftupefaftion. This 
was vifible in the thinnefs of its meetings, 
its inefficient efforts, and long adjourn- 
ments. Each man faw himfelf the. butt of 

» 

obloquy., Each man knew that Mr. Reeve's 
allbciation wa^ fitting, in a room of the 
fame tavern immediately over his head; 
and that this afTociation was the focus of 
the opprobium caft on them all. They 
fuppofed themfelves to be watched by the • 
very waiters. Thus hunted down, is it 
much to be wondered at, was it very cri- 
minal, that feme petulant ebullitions oc- 
. .. J cafionally 
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cafionally burft forth ? Was the very no- 
thing that they did guilt fo enormous ? 
Was it high treafon ? 

For my own part, when a few of its 
members were firft taken into cuftody, I felt 
aft-onifhment which no words can defcribc. 
Surely, faid I, either there have been prac- 
tices of which lam totally ignorant, or men 
are running mad ! Yet, in fpite of' truth, 
in fpite of probability, the afpeft of thefc 
proceedings became increafingly ferious l 
and, to a man^ who fhould entertain the 
general tenacious love of life, terrific. The 
perfons apprehended were feverally, and 
Ibme of them repeatedly, examined before 
the Privy Council. The three eftates of 
the kingdom had declared the exiftence of 
treafon and confpiracy : and the nation 
ieemed generally to credit the affertion. 
J feveral times had information that a war- 
rant was iffued againft me. Incredible as 
the rumour would have been at any other 
moment, I now believed it^o be true. 

Cortfcious of abfolute innocence, my im- 
Xnediate conclufion was that the per Ions 
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in cuftody were no traitors. Many of 
-them I knew had been warm in difcourfe, 
and did not hold the commonly fuppofed 
vifionaryprinciplesheldbymej which prin- 
ciples ncceffarilyand inevitably prevent the 
commiffion of treafon : butfomeof them I 
had frequently met, and had mixed more 
or lefs in company with moft of them, 
and I had never heard a whifper of con- 
fpiring, or of any plan for having recourfe 
to arms. Far was I from fuppofmgthat an 
endeavourto flimulate the nation to declare 
in favour of a parliamentary reform con- 
tained the feeds of rebellion, and the death 
of the King. I heard unguarded expref- 
fions fometimes, that had been provoked 
by a6tuai perfecution i but never a word fo 
rafh as to inlinuate fuch a guilty intention. 
I met no man, who was fo void of under- 
ftanding as to fuppofc this was the true 
jneans of promoting reform. They all 
knew that, if the Monarch were to die, he 
had an heir to fucceed j and it was not the 
change of the King, but the change of the 
Houfe of Commons, that, as far as I was 
acquainted 
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acquainted with their defigns, had been 
their general objeft. 

Many furmifes and tales prevailed, dur- 
ing the fummer of the memorable 1794. 
The Reports of the Secret Committee had 
been read, and numbers aflerted, with rea- 
fon, that their contents furniftied no proofs 
to juftify the vote of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which affirmed that a treafonablc 
confpiracy did exift. One week the fup- 
pofed traitors were immediately to be 
brought to trial 5 the next it was faid the 
Crown lawyers had declared that a cafe of 
treafon could not be made out, and that 
they would " be , tried for feditious prac- 
tices. At another time the rumour was 
that they would not be brought to the bar, 
but kept in prifon till the expiration of the 
Sufpenlion A61. 

The chief emotion that I felt was fome- 
thing of thd fame kind with thofe for which 
I have fo often been taxed as a vifionary: 
I moft earneftly wiftied I might be fum- 
moned before the Privy Council. Not to 
give them information of treafonableprao- 

C 2 tices. 
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tjceSj for I had none to give; but that I 
might, with a colle£ied cool and deter- 
mined mind, lay before them, if I could 
but prevail on them to hear me, the dan- 
gerous confequences of the meafures they 
were about to purfue. This wifh was fo 
ardent in me -that, notwithftanding its ap- 
parent extravagance in fuppofing that I 
(hould be able to alter the opinions of the 
Privy Council, I leveral times mentioned 
it to my family and friends. 

A warrant having been ilTued againft: mc, 
for fuch a warrant the mefienger who had 
it iir pofieffion has repeatedly acknowledged 
was iffued,, made it probable that 1 (hould 
be examined ; and I had therefore pre- 
pared myfelf for the event. The late John 
Hunter, and other medical men, had pre- 
fcribedfea bathing for me J and, atthefirft 
period of the report of this warrant, my 
affairs would have permitted me to have 
been abfent a ihort time from town. But 
I determined not to go, and took care to 
appear publicly, that it might be afccrtain- 
cd 1 had no defire to evade inquiry. 

At 
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At length, when the affair feemed almoft 
to have funk into forgetfulnefs, it was fud- 
denly revived ^ and a commiflibn was ap- 
pointed, on the till then fuppofed highly 
improbable charge of High Treafon. The 
proceeding aftoniihed me ; but I had no 
fufpicion it could be intended that I (hould 
be involved in it. It is true, I had no con- 
ception how the perfons imprifoned fliould 
be convided of a treafonable confpiracy^ 
But they had been apprehended, had been 
examined, had been committed. Unac- 
countable rumours, indeed, had prevailed 
concerning me ; ftill, as I had never been 
called upon, never interrogated, and as my 
principles were, from the zeal with which 
I cherifh and endeavour to communicate 
them, publicly known to fo many per- 
fons, I could not but imagine myfelf^ 
even in thefe times of incredible fufpicion, 
an unfufpe£led man. 

Soon, however, to my utter aftonifliment, 
affertions to the contrary were Ipreadj 
and many ferious reflexions fuggefted 
themfelves to my mind. Surely, £aid I, 

this 



•r ^ -i *: 



J ■ 



( " ) 

this jfge'has rftofe general information, and 
therefore more virtue, more wifdom, than 
the paft. There canjiot be another meal- 
tub plot. No Titus Oates could now im- 
pofe his execrable fictions on mankind. 
Yet, what am I to think ? I who, if it 
were not an abfurdity to fuppofe that blood 
would appeafe and purify the vicious, 
would willingly flicd my blood to teach 
them benevolence and truth ? I who, from! 
my heart, fo enthufiaftically defire to pro- 
mote good will among men ; I who know 
too that this fact has (for I did then know 
that it had) been given in evidence before 
the Piivy Council ? If I can be included 
in an.iridi'Stment for High Treafon, 'how 
can I foretell what it is that cannot be ? I 
recolle£ted that the Houfe of Commons 
had been led, by miiiiftry, and the adhe- 
rents of miniftry, to pafs an aft, afferting 
that a treafonable confpiracy did exift ; and 
I conceived that fophirtry might eafily ar- 
gue with itfelf, that it were better twelve; 
or it may be twelve hundred, any indefi- 
nite numbM of men who were the parti- 
fans 
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fans of reform, fhould die, than that the 
three eftates of the kingdom (hould fufFer 
the ignominy which men might otherwife 

u * 

aflert had been incurred. To fome perfons, 
even of the prefent day, I was well aware 
there would be more than plaufibility ia 
fuch an argument; there would be con- 
viction. 

The approaching conteft I faw was big 
with tremendous confequences ; and I fe- 
rioufly meditated on the part it became me 
Bnd every man to a6l. At one moment, 
I could not be brought to conceive myfelf 
in danger j at the next, the fa6ls that flared 
me in the face deftroyed every ground of 
rational calculation, and left me bewildered 
in fufpenfct But a fatal and a mighty blow 
was aimed at the very effence of focial 
well-being, and nothing but the forti- 
tude of the individuals accufed, and the 
underftandirig which I ftill believed cxifted 
in the nation, could avert the danger. 

This narrative is a hiftory of my o^yn 

motives, and conducts written in order that 

I inay be juftifiedto the world, and may not 

/ lofe 
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lofe that utility of which the lofs of the 
world's eftcem would deprive me. I there- 
fore inftrtthc following letter, which will 
afford fome fketch of what my thoughts 
and feelings were at this awful period. It 
was written to my fon and daughter, who 
refide in Devonfliirej and, as feveral of 
their letters atldrcfled to me have mifcarri- 
ed, it is not improbable that it has already 
been read, by the agents of miniftry. 

" My dear friends and children, 
" The reafon of my writing to you at 
** this moment is to prevent any unnecef- 
" fary alarm j to which indeed 1 hope you 
*' would not have been very liable, even if 
*• I had not written, and if you had pre- 
" vioufly heard the ftrange intelligence I 
" am about to communicate through any 
" other channel, 

*' It is afierted in the Morning Poll of 
" to-day, and I have before received the 
" fame information from various people, 
" that a, bill is to be prefented to the Grand 
•' Jury, containing a charge of High Trea- 
'* fon 
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" fon againft thirteen perfons^ of whom I 
*' am one. As it is irapoffible that either 
**^ this or any other imputed crime againft 
" the Government can be proved on mc^ 
** (my principles and practice having been 
^* fo totally pppofire to fuch fuppofed crimes ) 
'' I hope and moft ferioufly recommend 
" that you will feel the fame tranquility 
** I do. The charge is fo falfe, and fo ab- 
** furd, that it has. not once made my heart 
" beat. For my own p3rt> I feel no en- 
** mity againft thofe who er^deavour thus 
" to injure me; beiog perfuaded that, in 
*** this as in all other inftances. it is but the 
" guilt of ignpranpe. They think they are 
** doing their duty ; I will continue to do 
" mine, to the very utfiioft of my power^ 
*• and on that will cheerfully reft my fafety. 
*^ I muft again conjure ypu both, to feel 
^* neither alarm »or uneafinefg. Remember 
^' the moft virtuous of men are liable to be 

•* mifunderftood, and falf?jy accufed. But 
*^ the virtuous man has no need to fear aq-p* . 
" cufetion. If it be true that my name i^ 
** in the Indi«5tment, it will oblige me agaia 
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to defer the happinefs of feeing you, and 
the hope of recruiting my health by the 
excurfion. Of the latter it is true I have 
need, and to be a witnefs of your happi- 
nefs would give nie no fmall pleafurc : 
but the man of fortitude knows how to 
fubmit to all neceflities ; and, if he be 
wife, frequently to turn events which 
others confidcr as mod difaftroustofome 
beneficent end. Shall I own to you that, 
though I could not wifti to be falfely 
accufed, yet, being fo accufcd, I now feel 
an anxious defire to be heard ? Let my 
principles and afVions be inquired into, 
and publifhed : if they have been erro- 
neous, let them become moral leffons to 
others ; if the reverfe, theinftru6lion they 
will afford may more effedlually anfwer 
the fame purpofe. I hope, Sopiyy you 
know fomething of me: endeavour to 
communicate what you know to Mr. Cole,, 
and your mutual fears will then furely 
be very few, Obferve that, as I have yet 
received no notice whatever from Govern- 
ment, 1 have the above intelligence only 
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" from reports If it be falfc, I (hall foon 
" be with you ; if the contrary, you of 
** courfe will hear from me the moment I 
" have any thing to communicate. Be 
" happy, a£t virtuoufly, and difdain to live 
** the flaves of fear, 

" Newman-ftreet, 
•* Sept. joth, 1794.*' 




I likewife fcnt the following letter, on the 

fame day, as direfted ; and, though it was 
made public on the next, it is a kind of 
document which I think I ought not to 

omit. 

** To the Editor of the Morning Poft. 

« Sir, 

" In your paper of yefterday, my name 
^* is mentioned, among thofe faid to be in-- 
** ferted in a bill to be prefented to a Grand 
^* Jury onThurfday next, containingcharges 
** of High Trcafon. If this be the faa, I 
** haveno wifh to influence public opinion, 
by a previous affirmation of my own in- 
nocence ; I defire only to appear before 

P2 , ."my 
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*' my country. However, as I have not 
^* been a day abfcnt from home for more 
** than twelve months, and never received 
from any magiftrate the leaft intimation 
of any fufpicion againft me, till I have 
** official notice, my own confcioufnefs 
** obliges me to confider your intelligence 
" as unfounded. 

" In either cafe, it is a duty I owe myfelf 
^^ to declare, that I am now and alw ays 
•* fliall be ready to anfwer every accufa-^ 
" tion. 

•' Newman-ftreet, 
• Sept. 30th, 1794." 

The fee-fa w of conrradi6i:ory reports con* 
.cerning me, fome affirming and fome deny- 
ing, fept me a few days longer in fufpenfe^ 
-A daily paper indeed aflerted, and as it pro*, 
fefled with authority, that the rumour of. 
my being indiiSled was abfblutely falfe -, and . 

* 

a friend, who had determined fljould it, 
prove true to give me every aid in his 
power, quitted town the very day before . 
ihe bill was returned. 1 was preparing to , 

do 
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<Jo the fame. Not only he, indeed, but all 
my friends as well as myfelf had concluded 
that the report would prove' to be falfe, it 
being fo exceffively improbable. 

In this miftake I remained till Monday, 
Oftober 6th, at three in the afternoon 5 
when another friend came running to in- 
form me that he had that moment come 
from Hicks's Hall, where he had been pre- 
fent and heard an indiftment for High 
Treafon read again ft twelve perfons, of 
whom 1 was one. I know not how to dc- 
fcribe my fenfations. I can only fay, it was 
thofe principles which I fo earneftly recom- 
mended to others that preferred me from 
exceflive indignation, exceffive alarm, or 
any other pailion that at fuch a time might 
have been fatal. 

My friend felt lefs determined. He was 
a man of an acute mind, but a lawyer *, and, 
knowing the equivocal fpirit of law, and the 
hazard incurred from the ignorance or pre- 
judice even of the beft intcntionedjurymen, 
he advifed immediate flight. I had no great 
difficulty however in convincing him, that 

I had 
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i had already determined on the meafurca t 
(Iiould take. 

In this difpofition, he rather unwillingly 
left me ; but he had no hope from farther 
argument. 1 then communicated the event 
with as much caution as poffible to my fa- 
mily. And here I had a more painful 
fcenc to fiiftain. My father, in apaffionate 
burft of tears, intreaties, and inteqeftions, 
conjured me to fly. His age, and the cir- 
cum(tances under which he had lived, had 
rendered him a very unfit counfellor for 
fuch an occafion j and the only means I had 
of calming his agitated fpirits was by the 
firmnefsofmyown behaviour, my declared 
refolution to face my accufcrs, from which 
no power on eanh ihould turn me, and my 
appeal to his own knowledge of me of how 
far it was poffible I could be thus guilty. 

The coolnefs with which I afted infpired 
my parents and children with courage. I 
thought it prudent however to leave them, 
that I might confult with my own mind, 
and with fome friends, concerning the pro- 
pereft mode of fuirendering myfelf ; and,, 
learning 
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learning that the court was to meet the next 
d^y at Hicks's Hall, I went to the haufe.of * 
my folicitor andfriendMr..Foulk^s, wher^^N 
with fome other perfons whofe condu(3: in . 
this affair has been manly altogether,, and 
to me in particular afFeftionate, 1 fupped^ 
I did not return home, but flept liere. 

The next morning I appeared in court, 
accompanied by my folicitor and another 
gentleman of fhe law; where, as foon as the 
bufinefs of the court would permit, I thus 
addreffed myfelf to Lord Chief Juflice 
Eyre, 

Mr. Holcroft. " My Lord, being in- 
formed that a bill for High Treafon has 
been preferred againft me, Thomas Hol- 
croft, by his Majefty's Attorney General^ 
and returned a true bill by a Grand Jury ^ 
of thefe realms, I come to furrender myfelf, 
to this court, and my country, to be put 

V 

upon my trial 5 that, if I am a guilty man, 
the whole extent of my guilt may become 
notorious; and, if innocent, that the rec- 
titude of my principles and condu6l may be . 
no lefs public. And I hope, my Lord, 

there 
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there is no appearance of vaunting in affur- 
ing your LordHiip, this court, and my 
country, that, after the misfortune of 
having been fufpefted as an enemy to the 
peace and happinefs of mankind, there is 
nothing on earth, after which, as an in- 
dividual, I more ardently alpirc than a full, 
fair, and public examination. 

" I have further to requcft that your 
Lordthip will inform me, if it be not the 
praflice in thefe cafes, to affign counfel, 
and to fuffer the accufed to fpcak in his 
own defience ? Likewife, whether free 
egrefs or regrefs be not allowed to fuch 
perfons, books, and papers, as the accufed,. 
Or his counfel, ftiall deem negeflary for 
jufti&cation ?"• 

Chief Jufiice. « With regard to th? firft, 
fir, it will be the duty of the court to affign 
you counfel, and alfo to order that fuch 
counfel ihall have free accefs to you at al( 
proper hours. With refpeft, fir, to the li- 
berty of fpeaking for yourfelf, the accufe^ 
will he fully heard by himfelf, as well as. by 
his counfel; but with regard to papers, 
bookS) 
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• books, and other things, of that kind, it is 
impofJible for me to fay any thing precifely, 
until the thing required be alked. How- 
ever, iir, you may depend upon it every 
thing will be granted to the party accufed, 
fo as' to enable him to make his defence.-— 
If I underftand you rightly, you now ad- 
mit tliat you -are the perfon (landing in- 
didled by the name .of Thomas Holcroft/' 

Mr. Holcroft. " That indeed, my Lord, 
is what I cannot affirm — ;I have it only 
from report/' 

Chief Jujlice. " You come here to fur- 
render yourfelf 5 and 1 can only accept of 
that furrender on the fuppofition that you 
are the perfon fo indi6ted. You know the 
confequence, fir, of being indifted for High 
Treafon. I fhall be under theneceffity of 
ordering you into cuftody. I would not 
wifh to take any advantage of your coming 
forward in perfon, indifcreetly in this man- 
ner, without being called upon by the or- 
dinary proceffes of the law. You (hould 
have a moment to confider whether you 
furrender yourfelf ,as that perfon/' 

% Mr. KoU 
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M. Hokroft, " It is certainly not my 
wifh, either to inflift dpon myfelf unncef- 
fary puniflirretit, or to put myfelf in unne- 
cefTary danger. I come only as Thomas 
Holcroft, of Newman Street, in the county 
of Mkidlefex, and I certainly Ao not wifh 
to ftand more forward than an innocent 
man ought to ftand." 

CbieJ Jufiice. " I cannot enter into this 
point. If you admit yourfelf to be the 
perfon indicted, the confequence muft be, 
that I muft order you to be taken into 
tuftody to anfwer this charge. I do no^ 
know whether you ai'e, or are not Thomas 
Holcroft. ' I do not know you, and there- 
fore it is impoffible for me to know whe- 
ther you are the perfon Aated in the in- 
ditSment." 

Mr. Holcroft. " It is equally impdliblc 
for me, my Lord." 

Chief Juftice. « Why then, fir, I think 
you had better fit ffill. — Is there any thing 
moved on the part of the Crown with re- 
fpe6V to this gentleman ?" 

Solicitor General. *"• My Iwds, as I catx- 
iidee 
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'fidfirhimto he.the perfon againft whom 
a true bill is found, I move that he be 
conjmitted.*' 

Chief Jujiice. ** I do not, know how 
many perfon^ there may be of the name of 
Thomas Holcroft ;. it would be rather ex- 
traordinary to commit a perfon on this 
charge, if we do not know him. 

This produced a fhort confultation be- 
tween the Solicitor General, the other coun- 
fel for the Crown, and Mr. White. They 
were evidently furprifed and not pleafed at 
my appearance ; and one of them, Mr, 
Knapp, began an argument to prpve tha? 
I admitted myfelf to be the perfon indidled. 
He was interrupted by the Chief Juftice, 
who again afked if the counfel for the 
frown thought fit to ir.ovt that I ftiould be 
committed ? which was accordingly moved, 
by the Solicitor General, and I was taken 
into cuftody by a Sheriffs officer, Mr. Caw- 
drpn, of Irqnrnonger Lane. 

After naming Meffieurs ^prikine and 

Gibbs for my counfel,^ I aiked the Bench 

whether a perfon employed to write for me 

E a . might 
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might have accefs to me in prifon ? and this 
queftion introduced another ftio it dialogue. 

Chief Jufiice. " That is a fort of thing 
that is quite new. 1 do' not know tl^at I 
can grant it, unlefs fomething be ftated by 
you, fir, with refpeft to your health, to 
make it lequifite." 

Mr. Holcroft. " That was not niy mo- 
tive for inquiring j nor did I imagine I had 
demanded any thingthat was not cuftomary. 
My reafon for afking was that I have been 
■ufed to diftate to an amanuenfis j and it 
would be extremely convenient for me to 
enjoy the lame advantage, while I fhall be 
preparing my defence.'' 

Chief Jujiice. " I am afraid, fir, it is 
contrary to cuftom. It will be proper for 
you to apply to another quarter, which cm 
better grant fuch an indulgence than I can, 
fitting in this court." 

Mr. Holcroft. " My lord, I jieither afk 
. nor wifh for any indulgence : I only alk 
and wifh for juftice." 

Chief Jufiice. " Then, fir, I cannot 
make the ordcr.'t 

After 



( 37 ) 

' After this^ the Court adjourned i but I 
was detained perhaps three quarters of an 
hour : the reafon of which was, as I was 
informed, that the warrant was making 
out': though I believe five minutes would 
have been quite Efficient for that purpofe,' 
and the truth I believe to be that the 
crown lawyers were confulting how I wa» 
to be treated, and fending to the higher 
powers for inftruftions. The following 
circumftances are the foundation of my 
belief. 

About half paft one o'clock the fame 
day, a perfon came to my houfe in New- 
man Street, inquii*ed if I was at home, 
and feemcd at firft unwilling to tell his bu* 
finefs ; or rather was undecided ; probably 
from not having received precife orders. He 
firft faid he came fron Mr. Munden j but* 
being queftioned by my daughters, denied 
that he was the friend of Mr. Munden, and 
pretended that he had been with him to in- 
quire my place of abode. He repeatedly afked 
my daughters if they were fure I was not 
at home i and they, by this time fufpedling 

him 
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him to 1% an olHcer fent td take me, re-< 
plied, he might fearch the houfe, though, 
he might be affured I was not at home, 
for that I had never taught them to tell un-. 
tniths i and to prove their fincerity added, 
that I was gone to the Privy Council, to 
furrender myftlf. No, anfwered he j that, 
he certainly is not ; for 2 am but jt^_ come. 
from the Privy Council. Hd then fhewed 
his watch, that they might take notice it 
was half paft one o'clock.. My daughters 
replied, perhaps they were mtftaken j and, 
if fo, I was gone to the Old Bailey. 
The truth was, they knew I intended 
to furrender myfelf, but did not know 
where. 

He being then underftood to be a mef- 
fenger, they alked if he intended to come 
in, and take my papers j for on ftiewing 
his authority, he was at liberty to make 
any fearch. He replied that, there -was 
quite fufficient without my papers ; fpeak- 
ing probably the language that was pre- 
valent, concerning the pcrfons accufcd, 
qmong theprofecutorg, and their ret^ners j 
after 
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after which he departed, faying that, if I 
had furrendered myfelf^ it would fave hifii 
trouble. 

Thcfe fafts being related to mc led rae 
to conclude that a meffenger had been dif- 
patched from Hicks's Hall to the Privy 
Council ; and that, to preferve the decorum 
of authority, this perfon had then been 
fent to my houfe : for the effrontery of 
furrendering myfelf appears by the profe- 
cutors and their partifans to have been 
thought intolerable. But that is a queftion , 
which the reader will find difcufled here- 
after. However, while in Newgate, I 
ftated thefe circumftances and my conjec- 
tures to fome of the prifoners ; and one of 
the turnkeys, being prefent, faid it had 
happened as I had furmifed, and that he 
knew a nieflenger was difpatched from 
Hicks*s Hall to the Privy Council on that 
bufinefs. 

After waiting as I have faid at Hicks^s 

Hkll, the Warrant at laft appeared, and I 

' was attended to Newgate by the officer and 

/ one of the under fherifFsi both of whom 

behaved 
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behaved with great politenefs to me. ■ And 
here, inftead of being committed 4o clofe 
confinement like the other perfons accufed, 
I was allowed the fame liberty of walking 
the court yard and vifiting my fellow pri- 
foners which is granted to peifons confined 
for inferior crimes. I was determined to 
make no applicat ion for the fum of thirteen 
End four psnce per week, wliich was al- 
lowed to the perfons who had been impri- 
foned in the Tower; and accordingly I 
received the common prifon allowance of 
the perfons confined for fedition and mif- 
demeanor, which is three halfpenny worth 
of bread per day, and no more. I do not at- 
tribute this to anydefire in the prbfecutors 
totreatmewithadditionalfeverity, for they 
had demonftrated the contrary ; but as a 
trait to fliew how negligent thofe who 
punifti are of the attention that is always 
due to people punifhed ; and whom, with- 
out intending additional injury, they might 
and I believe do frequently leave to perifli. 
I ftate this as one of the inevitable evils 
cfafyilemof pumHimenti and common. 
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to all countries, though pe 
guarded agauift in this than i 

Locked within the walls oi 
h5d full leifure for meditati* 
thoughts were intenfely fixed 
of the kingdom, on the prejudi 
be prevalent or fuch proceedir 
have taken place, and in coi 
what might be the aflual degr 
which the perfons who inftiga 
fecution might be fubjefb. ' 
feemed big with danger to tl 
freedom of mankind, and the 
mode of averting it was a cc 
fortitude. To defend myfell 
the falfehood of the accufatioi 
but it was a duty which at th 
knew not how to difcharge : 
cuments, nor could I tell of 
accufcd. 

I had remained in this fu 
days when Mr. Kirby the keej 
gate one morning came, defin 
low him, and led me throug 
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wife impaflable gates to an apartment in 
his own houfe. Here I was introduced to 
Mr. White, the Solicitor for the Treafury, 
and his two clerks s and he prefented me 
with the indiftment, a lift of witneffes, 
and another lift of the jurymen fummoned 
for thefe trials ; informing me at the fame 
time that the Crown would grant as many 
fubpoenas, without expence, as I fliould 
think proper to demand. He affumed 
great politenefs, and I may fay amenity j 
and I have no doubt but, at that moment, 
he felt as he looked : yet I could not forget 
the public and common aflertion, that Mr, 
White has been rapidly making a fortune 
by the profecutions which Government 
within, thefe three years has undertaken, 
and which it is faid he has promoted with 
uncommon alfiduity and zeal. I have no 
doubt but that all profecutors perfuade 
themfelves they are adling rightly. I anu 
only forry that they cannot detedl the mo- 
tives by which they are too frequently fti- 
mulated. I received the death- dealing in- 
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ftrument he prefented, bowed, withdrew* 
and was re-condU"5led to my place of con- 
finement. ' 

My ardour to examine the charges 
brought againft mc, the lift of the witnefles 
who were my accufers, and the names of 
the men by fome of whom I was to be 
tried, may well be imagined : but not 
the aftonilhment I felt, after fcrutinizing 
the contents. I was iiidi6ted with eleven 
other perfons in the fame bill. That is, 
bscaufc I had affociated with fome men, in 
the moft orderly manner, and with the 
moft peaceful intentions to produce what 
we believed would be beneficial to man- 
kind, I was charged with the fuppofed 
(for they were not real) crimes of thefe 
riien, when or wherever they had been 
committed, though totally without my 
participation or knowledge ! There was 
riot a fpecific ftatement of any a6lion of 
mine j but affirmations concerning the col- 
le$tW actions of twelve men, together 
with other unknown confpirators, which, 
refpefting myfelf at leaft, I knew to be to- 
F 2 tally 
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tally and without exception falfe. But I 
willforbear to dwell on this fubjeft, becaufe 
1 fhall infert the paper which it was my in- 
tention to have read and prefented to the 
court, on the day of my arraignment, as a 
proteft againft this whole proceedmg. In 
the mean time, I drew up a plan of the 
manner in which, if my counfel Ihould 
agree in opinion with me, I Ihould wifh to 
have my defence condufted. It was as 
follows : 

PLAN OF DEFENCE 

Submitted by me to Meffiturs Erskihe and 

GiBBS. 

1. "To infiftthattoobt^ a reform was 
a viituous attempt. 

2. That, to obtain a reform peaceably I 
held it would be neceflary to prove it to be 
the wifh of the nation. 

3. That, when it was propofed by th« 
Correfponding and Couftitutional Societies 
to call a Convention, my firft ftep was to 

require- 
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tequire that documents fhould be brought 
to prove a Convention to be the v/iih o 
the nation. 

4. That this Convention, had it beer 
called, would haveatteftedwhetherareforn 
of Parliament were or were not the wifli 
the nation. 

5. That, through the whole procedure 
I kept not only my own mind, but th 
minds of others intent on the virtue am 
wiidom of ufmg none but peaceable means 

6. That I vras indefatigable in propa 
gating the fyftem of peace, among friends 
children, fervants, aflbciators, democrat 
ariftocrats, and efpecially the young andth 
violent of all parties : That, among demo 
crats,,I maintained the abfurdity of oppof 
ing force ty force, of eftablifhing a fyftec 
of benevolence by terror, and of coerciiij 
thofe that w«re not convinced: amon; 
ariftocrats, I endeavoured to demonftrate th 
vice of war, violence, profecution, impri 
fonment, death, and coercion of every kind 
that I hold death, puniOiment, and all co 
cercion, by whomfoever inflidled, to be vice 
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that inftruftion is the fole means of happi- 
ncfs 5 and that entire freedom of fpeech 
and of the prefs are neceflary for the con- 
veying of inftruction : that 1 was willing 
to fufFcr, at all times, for fpeaking or writ- 
ing what I conceived to be the truth ; and 
that, if violence were offered to me, I would 
fuffer with patience and without refent- 
ment ; my only end being to correft the 
miftakes of men, and among others of my 
profecutors, however alive my feelings may 
be to their enormity. 

7. That I did hot hold thofe kind of 
afibciations which pretend to determine 
what is truth by putting propofitions to the 
vote to be wife; for no majority, however 
■ large, can alter the nature of truth : but 
, that I knew fuch aflbciStions did exift, and 
forefaw that, till rhen ftiould become more 
enlighteried, they would continue to exift; 
that to abfent myfelf from them I conceived 
to be a failure of duty 5 for if none but the 
ill informed, and men who fhould aft ra- 
ttier from momentary feeling than from the 
forefight of inquiry, were left wholly with- 
out 
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out the advice which men of deeper refli 
tion might afford, they would but be I 
oftener expofed to mjftake.'* 

At length, the prifoners whofc nan 
were in one indictment were brought fr< 
the Tower; and we heai-d that we were 
be arraigned on Saturday October the 25 
In the mean time, I had fent the prol 
which I intended to read and deliver toi 
Court to my counfel j and they returi 
a meffage, entreating me, as I refpected 1 
lives of other men, to forbear. They were l 
deeply engaged to come themfelves, for tl 
hadindeed incredible fatigues to fuftain, a 
I therefore was ignorant of their reafoi 
though, for my own part, I could not i 
can I fee how this paper would have bt 
dangerous to any man. However, the 
gument they urged was of fuch momi 
that I ceded without being convinci 
which I confider as an error. The pa] 
yias as follows : 
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PROTEST 

Againfi the Indictment and List of 
Witnesses. 

" I conceive that the Indidtment is moft 
nnjuft, and flagitious. It combines hetero> 
geneous actions, meetings, accufations, and 
perfons, that ought all to have been kept 
free from confulion. I make this remark 
becaule it is my duty j without intending 
any the moft minute Ihade of cenfurc on my 
fellow Tufferers. Indeed, thccondufl of do 
two individuals ever was or ever can be the 
fame; they therefore ought not to be con- 
founded. Every poffible means of avoid- 
ing error fhould be confcientioufiy, fcnipu- 
loufly, and minutdy avoided : more parti- 
cularly by thofc who profecute in order to 
inflict punifhment, and that punifliment 
being no lefs than the lofs of life. To pro- 
tcfl againft fuch conduct in profecutors is 
the duly, not only of the profecuted, but, 
of every human being. Precedents fo de- 
structive to every man living, and to all fu- 
turs 
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ture men, while men fhall contin 
afl: as they erroneoufly do at prelent 
precedent, ought not to be left up< 
cord. I doubt whether every vir 
man ought not rather to fufFer deati 
to plead to fuch an indiftment. 

" To me the confufion is inexplii 
and, of all fatal meansto involve inno 
this is among the moft fatal. A pi 
cuous lift of two hundred and eigh 
neffes is given me, nine-tenths of whc 
utter ftrangers to me, in perfon, abod 
even name , and of the whole nc 
has, to my knowledge, any poffible < 
of guilt to bring againft me. Yet I a 
to conje6lure, if I can, who are my ace 
or of what they can accufe me. I 
may conjefiure, if I can j but I ca 
I have no guide. No duty can be 
facred than that of declaring to a man 
life is put in jeopardy by accufation, ; 
he himfelf well knows by falfe accu 
or it could not have been in jeopardy 3 
no duty can be more facred than that 
forming him who are his accufers. 
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afloat on the fca of profecution j and his 
profecutors, who lay claim to pure unde- 
viating juftice, have taken means which 
they cannot but know are the moft certain 
to harafs and bewilder him, and by which 
in defpite of innocence he may finally perifh. 
Such is individually the fituation of every 
man arraigned under this confufed, inex- 
plicable, and uiijuft indictment. I there- 
fore proteft againft its iniquity, and appeal 
to juftice : not becaufe I have any fears for 
myfelf, but becaufe I would not without 
appeal leave fuch a pernicious inftrumenC 
on record." 

The Tuefday following the trials began; 
and perhaps this country never witneffed a 
inoment more portentous. The hearts and 
countenances of men feemed pregnant with 
doubt and terror. They waited, in fome- 
thing like a ftupor of amazement, for the 
fearful fentence on which their deliverance 
pr their deftru6tion feemed to depend. 
Never furely was the public mind more 
profoundly agitated. The whole power 
of 
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of Government was dire-Sed.againfl: Tho- 
mas Hardy; in his fate feemed involved the 
fate of the nation, and the verdict of Not 
Guilty appeared to have burfl: its bonds, 
and to have leleafed it from inconceivable 
piiferies, and ages of impending flaveiy- 
The acclamations of the Old Bailey rever- 
berated from the fartheft fliores of Scot- 
land, and the whole people felt the enthn- 
fiaftic tranfports of recovered freedom. 

For my own part, though few men par- 
ticipated more amply m the general joy 
than I did, I can truly fay it was not be- 
caufe I fuppofed mjfelf a party. It was a 
conviction which I could never work upon 
myfelf that niy accufers ever had any inten- 
tion of producing evidence againf^me. Yet I 
knew how dangerous it would be fliould I be 
deceived, and found unprepared. I therefore 
laboured with the fame ardour, at my de- 
fence, as if I had been really perfuadcd I 
ihould be brought to trial j and the belief 
that I fhould not was the only thought that 
gave me pain. To be thus publicly ac- 
cufed and not as publicly heard, to have it 
Q ^ fuppofed 
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fuppofed through the kingdom that I was 
involved in all the guilt which they had 
imputed to other men (but could not prove) 
that is, in tranfaflions of which I had never 
heard till the reports of the Secret Com- 
mittee were publiihed, and in which I had 
no concern whatever, direfl or indireft, 
this I own was an evil which I would 
have given my right hand to have avoided. 
But I too plainly forefaw, what afterward 
happened, that I was not to be heard. I 
hoped that fo much refpect, at leaft, would 
have been paid to juftice as that I (hould 
have been permitted to fl:ate a few fads, in 
the open court, concerning myfelf ; by 
which means they would have beft been 
circulated through the kingdom. For this 
purpofe, and that I might well weigh my 
aflertipns, andnot make myfelf liable to the 
miftakes either of memory or of erroneous 
feeling, that is, not more liable than I am 
in my cooleft moments, I arranged my 
thoughts and committed them to paper. 
The following is the addrefs I intended to 
have delivered, at the bar of the Old Bailey, 

on 
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On the morning when the Jury wcj 
re6ted to acquit me; in coniequence 
Attoriiey General having declared hef 
hot call any witnelTes, to prove theti 
charged againft me and three other pi 
in the indictment. 

" Gentlemen of the Jury, 
*' Before I quit this place, I think i 
obliged, by the moft facred of duti 
fay a few words to you. I will no 
intrude upon your time ; but a wjfh 
ter men from error and mifchief, by ; 
pie ftatement of facts, will not fufi 
to depart in total filence. Let me ho 
preface what I have to fay, by a C 
declaration that, as far as I am acqu; 
with my own motives, I am not ftimt 
however great may have been the inj 
I have fuffered, by any fentiments oi 
geance or defire of retaliation. 

" You are directed. Gentlemen, to ; 
me. This was an event which I hav 
tinually foretold. It could not be < 
wifcj unlefs methods had been pn 
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too flagrant even for the miftaken men, 
who have brought me and- ib many others 
into the prefent horrid predicament ; that 
of having our own lives, and the liberties 
of the nation, expofed to the defperate ha- 
zard of being contended for, by the errors> 
paffions, and prejudices of men. This ac- 
quittal without an examination, though 
long forefeen, was the thing I had moft to 
dread. Gentlemen, nptwithftgnding you 
now cannot but feel why our profecutors 
do not bring us to trial, you will yet per- 
haps find fome difficulty in believing the 
fa6ts I am about to ftate relative to myfelf. 
The principal of thefe fails is that my pro- 
fecutors knew that, inftead of being 9 
traitor, a mover of war and infurreftion, 
and a killer of kings, I fay, they hacj 
proof that I was a man whofe principles 
and practice were the very reverfe. Evi- 
dence was given before the Privy Council, 
of thefe facts : and they had no evidence 
whatever, nor the flighteft fiiadow of evi- 
dence, thati was aperturbatorof tl>e publiq 
peace. You need not be told. Gentlemen, 
thai; 
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that it is the general opinion of i 
that force can be no way effectual 
led but by force. This, though t! 
ral opinion of mankind, is not my ( 
and my profecutors had evidence 
not my opinion. They had evide; 
in the Conftitutional Society of 
am a member, and under pretence < 
they have indicted me for High 
1 was theoretically the adverfar; 
force, in all poffible cafes ; and tl 
tically I concurred, with the meml 
were molt defirous of promoting r< 
urging that it muft be done by tl 
able means of perfuafion j by th( 
tion of the underftanding j and n 
force of arms ; not by Tower r 
not by Sheffield pikes ; not by h 
cheefe knives. — Of fuch weapons, 
men, I do moft folemnly affure ; 
may my memory be execrated by 
men, to all pofterity, if I fpeak 
leaft equivocation or mental refers 
Gentlemen, I do thus moft foleni 
you, that I never either heard fuc 
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means of compulfion propofed, or that 
fuch things were in exiftence ; except ia 
the avowed and public way in which all 
men know that knives and muikets do 
cxift. 

" Gentlemen, the principal witnefs exa^ 
mined concerning me before the Privy- 
Council was Mr. Sharp, the engraver : a 
man whofe teftimony has already been £b 
amply detailed, in the late trial before this 
Court, as a witnefs for the Crown, and of 
whofe integrity there is no fhadow of 
doubt. Knowing that he had been exa- 
mined I wrote to him on Saturday lall, to 
requeft he would flate under his own hand 
what his examination had bocTii rcfpe6ling 
me. This is his anfwen 



Cofy Jhom my Tejiimony which I Jigned at 

the Privy Council^ 
*^ The Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation adjourned, and left the delegates 
in the room. The moft gentleman-like 
perfbn (of the Correfponding Society) 
took the chair, and talked about an equal 

" repre- 
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*• reptefentation of the people, anc 

" ting an end to war. Holcroft talk) 

'* the Powers of the Human Mind 

' This is the whole that I figne 

* particulars that I remember, of tl 

* verfation [before the Privy Count 

* believe nearly as follow. Mr. I 

* talked a great deal about Peace 
' being againft any violent or 

' means, that were ufually refo 

* againft our Fellow Creatures ; u 

* more powerful operation of Ph 

* and Reafon, to convince man of 
' rors ; that he would difaf m his gr 

* nemy by thofe means, and oppof 

* ry — Spoke alfo about Truth being 

* ful; &c. &c J and gave advicetot 
'effect to the delegates prefent, 

' feemed to agree as no perfon op] 
' arguments. This Converfation h 

* ter than an botfr^ and we departe 

* next time the delegates met, HoU 

* not prefent. This is the fubftancc 

* I remember of that converfation 

Mr. Sharp was again examined 
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tlw Grand Jury; and this is what he 
writes. 

* Before the Grand Jury, I mentioned. 

* Mr. Holcroft's dilpofition and converfa- 

* tion, when we met, about reafoning men 

* out of tlieir errors, who was a fort of 

* natural Quakcrj and was for thepeaceable 

* means that phllofophy and reafon point 
' out to convince mankind. He wasagairifl 
vio/eTice of all kinds -, but did not believe 
' in the fecret impulfes of the fpirit, like 

* the Quakers.* 

" Mr.Symmonds, another witnefsfor the 
Crown, gave poiitive and pointed evidence, 
before the Privy Council to the very active 
part I took when it was propofed to call a - 
Convention, in prevailingon the Society for 
Conftitutional Information to change the 
word Convention for the word Meeting. 
This I urged, and this Mr. Home Tooke 
and the whole fociety agreed to, with the 
exprefe and declared purpofe of preventing 
mifmterpretationj and of proving even by 
the choice of a word that, fo far from. 
wilhing to terrify, we. were anxious to 
con- 
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convince all niankind that our plans and 
intentions were wholly peaceable. 

" Whether Mr. Adams, the Secretary, 
were or were not examined concerning me 
I do not know. If he were not, let the 
men who have inftituted thefe inquiries 
and this profecution account for fuch re- 
miffnefs, if they can : and, if he were, I 
am certain what the nature of his teftimony 
muft be. His brother, whom I faw yef- 
terday, informed me that he had fcveral 
times heard Mr. Adamsdeclare his utter 
aftonifhmcnt that I, in particular, could be 
indidlcd : becaufe of the repeated and ar- 
dent manner in which he and every body 
had heard me declare tny fentiments, in fa- 
vour of peace and non-refiftance. 

" Thefe fa6ls, Gentlemen, are known to 
all the members of the Conftitutional So- 
ciety ; and, had I been tried, I fhould have 
brought numerous and highly relpefitable 
perfons of all parties to depofe to their 
truth. 

^* Gentlemen, I have ftated thefe fa£ls to 
you becaufe they feeni to me fo awful, fo 
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pernicious, fo alarming to the liberties of 
the nation, and to have been conceived and 
executed with fuch unexampled acrimony 
and violence, that, fhouM they be fuffered 
to pafs in filence and without inquiry, eve- 
ry man among us will be guilty of hei- 
nous neglect. 

*' Rafh as in my opinion the proceedings 
of Government have been, yet furcly they 
never would have been ralh to this extreme, 
had it not been taken for gi'anted that, fee- 
ing myfelf threatened by power fo forn^- 
dable and as at that moment it appeared.fo 
unlimited, I ihould not have dared, how- 
ever confcious of my own innocence, to 
abide the dangerous ifliie. Either tljey 
concluded that I IhouM have fled; and that 
my terror would have given fome landlioa 
to their tyranny (I hope. Gentlemen, I 
do not eall it by too harfh a name}^-either 
they thought themfclves certain of this, or 
I own to me their aflions are totally in- 
Comprehenfible. That they calculated 
deeply on conftru£live treafon the late 
trials have now rendered ^s Tifible as the 
noon 
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noon day fun. But that they could iir 
gine any Jury could fee a man brought I 
fore them, of whofe peaceable princip 
and conduft the profecutors had the pre 
that I have cited, and not feel indignati 
inexpreffible, is folly too great to be att 
buted even to thefe infatuated governors 
twel%'e millions of men. 

" Remember, Gentlemen, into what 
fituation their own temerity had brou^ 
them. The honour of Parliament, the ' 
. racity of the Secret Committee, and p 
haps the exiftence of the Miniftry, < 
pended on proving that no falfehood 1: 
been voted, on that memorable occafi 
when the whole Legiflature decreed tha 
dangerous confpiracy did exilt in t 
kingdom. Woe be to the kingdom wh 
the Miniftry can lead the Legiflature tl 
to decree, thus to prgudge, thus to i 
danger the lives and liberties of mi 
ons, and can be fuSered to enjoy 
means of repeating fuch unjufl: and p 
tentous decrees ! I do not mean, Geiii 
men, that X would have them punifli 
Ih 
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1 have not a widi to do by them as thejr 
have drained every nerve to do by a few 
feeble individuals. I am as much an enemy 
to halters and axes as I am to mufkets 
and pikes ; bpt I am likewife an enemy to 
the entrufting of fuch men with power. 
That is the full and whole lextent of my 
meaning. 

" Gentlemen, thus far I have endeavoured 
to call your attention to this affair only as 
it concerns the public at large; at prefent 
I think it incumbent on me to fay a few 
words concerning myfelf. Every man is 
virtuous in proportion to his utility in fo- 
ciety 5 and, however little men in general 
are aware of the iniportant truth, his public 
utility and his private happinefs are infe- 
parable. Whoever therefore intrenches upon 
the utility of an individual at once offends 
againft both public and private good. The 
inj ury that has been committed on my pri- 
vate concerns and public utility , by the pro- 
ceedings of Government, and the creatures 
of Government, before and during thispro- 
fecution^ are fuch as I only can thoroughly 

know 
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know arid feel. My fame, my f 
and my family, beings who have nc 
mc for their protection and fuppor 
all deeply fiiifered. I come not 1 
cotpplain,buttoftatefa«5ls, Jufticc, 
it regards the whole, concerns itfclf 
place only with individuals. Ren: 
tion for the injury I have fuftaincc 
my cafe, out of the queftion : my p 
tQfs cannot call back time. They 
verfc attainders ; but they cannot 
the mifchiefs they have done. ^ 
committed againft one man are con 
againft all, and not to make them 
is a breach of public duty. I do i 
worthily feek to excite compaflion, 
tain a recompence. The firft I thinl 
and the fecond an impoffibility. Oi 
ought to be actively employed in 
moving, and not wafted in the pity 
evil: andinjuftice has no price, tl: 
cannot be compenfated. But the ei 
men ought to be proclaimed that th 
be avoided ; and with this intention 
ceed. 
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Five months previous to the indiftment, 
it was publickly known that a warrant was 
iffued againft me, and hanging over my 
head, wheneverthey fhould think propertof 
have it ferved. The nation through the 
miniftcrial prints was taught toconfider me 
as fomething worTe than a fnfpefted perfon. 
The timid fhunned me, the moderate re- 
garded mc with an evil eye, and the violent 
never mentioned me but with virulence 
and odium. I courted no party, and there- 
fore had no proteftora. My peace of mind 
indeed was invulnerable : for it was {hielded 
by confcious rectitude of intention : but my 
refources were narrowed ; and I fufFered 
evils which, though I confider as trifling, I 
find the world around me complaining of 
as among the bittereft that man can bear. 
Hitherto, however, I had been only idly per- 
fecuicd by the fenfelefs buzz of Calumny: 
the moment arrived when I vras to meet 
her in a moieferious form. Mr. Attorney 
General became her organ j and this grave 
court, this learned nation, this enlightened 
age. Were informed that I was a confpirator, 
' a traitor. 
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a traitor, a mover of war and infurreftio 
and a depofer of Kings ! and, that thi 
might rationally account for all this, thai 
was inftigated by the Devil ! it was w'( 
indeeti that they gave* me the Devil for 
co^adjutor, or the charge would have bet 
too ridiculous. For my own part, howeve 
1 defy Mr. Attorney General, armed wii 
all his Conftruflivc Treafons, which in tl 
fame breath he has abjured and employei 
I defy him, aided by Conftrudive Treafc 
itfelf, to prove that T have compafled < 
imagined the death of the King, 

This ftrange charge, Gentlemen, hi 
brought upon me the confcquences I hai 
ftated. Torn from my family, my literal 
labours fufpended, my body imprifonei 
my life threatened, and every exertio 
called forth left it ihould be loft by fal 
accufation, my ufual refources of fubfi 
tence were inftantly fwept away: for 
have no refources, nor ever have Jiad, nc 
ever wiih to have, but in my labours. 

The moment when, by the operation < 
^e indictment found againft me, the evils 
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have ftatcd befel me, was the moft fatal that 
in my cafe could have happened. It was 
when I had two preffing works to engage 
in and complete, for the feafon of exhibi- 
tion and publication. This feaibn is come, 
I am wholly unprepared, my time muft ftill 
be engrofled by endeavours to wipe away 
the afperfions that have been caft on my 
chara6ter, and the means of fupport for my 
family for I know not how long are gone. - 
To thefe evik are added the law expences 
of this profecution : and think, Gentlemen, 
what thofe muft bc> where two lifts were 
given me^of Jurors and Witnefies, amount- 
ing to four hundred and thirty-iix perfons ; 
whofe cbaraflerSj jpaflions, and prejudices, 
the Solicitor and Coun£d for the defence 
had to examine through channels the moft 
numerous and intricate, before they could 
be latbfied that the lives of the accufe4 
might not fall the facrifices of miftake or 
perjury» I and my fellow fufterers wer^ 
not waQipwing in affluence ; we couM not 
give 8400L to our counfel with their briefs; 
nor. expend thoufands and hmidreds of 

thoufands 
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thoufands in our defence. We had ri 
tional treafury to draw upon. Alas 
had the wealth of the nation , the prejv 
of the nation, and the power of the n 
to encounter. By what miracle coul 
efcape ? The innocence of thofe men 
"be evident indeed that could endure 
an inqueft, and withltand fiich an al 
•' Oh ! how cautious ought thofe 
whofe accufation is inftantly follow) 
impi'ifonment, and all the ajnguifh \ 
the threatened lofs of property, char 
and life occafion ! How fevere fhou 
their jnquiiies into fafts ! How con 
lioui the inferences they draw, wher 
ie^itences io ferious and fatal are inev 
to refult ! Gentlemen, in an af^r thi 
mendous, aik yourfelves, what would 
feelings be ? what your fears? How \ 
you tremble, left you fhould be gui 
falfeaccdation I How would you in 
gate, and r^>eat interrogation in a 
. iand different modes ; even when que 
ing the naoft unprgudlced, the moft 
the moft honeft witneis! What 
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would you do with a Spy and an Informer ? 
a man whom you had taken into pay, and 
who muft accufe/ or muft demonftrate 
tliat his office is ufelefs ? a trained and 
hired perjurer ? 

" Yes J indi6tments preferred on fuch 
evidence are indeed flagitious ! But wh^ 
muft have been the motives of thofe pro.- 
fecutuis who could employ fuch wicked 
engines ? perfons who could fo far forget 
all femblance of jufticc as to bring theie 
accumulated wrongs on a mi i, againft 
whom they not only were deftitute of all 
proof of guilt, but had the actual proofs 
that you have heard of his innocence 1 
nay, let me honeftly fay, of his virtue ? 

"Gentlemen, I have ftated fome of the 
misfortunes brought upon me by this moft 
groundlefs accufation. How far they are 
hereafter to purfue me and my family,' my 
daughters who have yet a provifion to feck, 
my aged parents w^o have no fupport but 
from my labours, of all this 1 am ignorant. 
But I fliaii fuffer chearfuUy, and misfortune 
itfelf 
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itfelf will turn to bleffing, if I can but 
, you and all men to reflect on the natu 
fuch cafes. Confider them well. E 
injured by Government, to whom ar 
to feek relief ? If a man, thinking Go\ 
mentcuIpable,endeavourtocorreftiti^ 
and accufe it, no matter how truly, wl 
the peril he Incurs? Infamy, deftruf 
death, with incredible barbarity. If 
vernmcnt, fufpefling a man to be culp 
accufe him, no matter how falfely, not 
an intent to correct his vices, but to w 
vengeance, confign to ignominy, andl 
draw and quarter, what redrefi has 
poor trembling hunted wretch, fhoul 
happen to efcape its fanguinary fa 
None. Who knows not the deftru 
nature of fuits at law ? and where is th 
dividualpoiTeflcd of wealth enough to m 
tain a fuit againft the Treafury ? Of w 
then is the ruined father and the deft 
family to feek juftice ? His charafter bla 
his means confumed, his labour imp 
his days fpent in the torments of ui 
ta 
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I • « 

tainty, his nights in the terrors which iiii- 
poflible endeavours to forget thcfe torments 
caufe, to whom is he to complain ? 

** Should he, on the contrary, be a man 

» • 

whom oppreffion cannot fhake, fufFering 
make wretched, nor horrors appal 3 whofe 
well digefted principles render him calm 
in adverfity, chearful under opprobrium, 
dauntlefs however menaced, ftedfaft though 
the red right arm of power and perfecution 
ftrike liim ; a man determined in right, 
un revengeful of wrong, and making his 
own happinefs but incidental to the happi- 
nefs of the whole j fuch a man, though he 
will feek jufticc for himfelf becaufe it is a 
duty, yet, fliould it be denied him, wiU. bear 
injuries with fortitude, and private misfor- 
tunes without a murmur. Happy is it for 
him, that he is capable of this equanimity. 
But what is the guilt of that Government 
which can tear him from his benevolent 
purfuits, endanger his exiftence, and, if it 
fail in the completion of its evil defigns, 
yet abbreviate and half cut off the powers 

which 






i 



iii 



■M^ 



r 



• ■» f ^^ ■ « 



( 7' ) 

which he had been all his life toiling to at- 
tain, only that he might employ them for 
the good of his fdlow men ; his brothers, 
among whom he number? his very perfe-- 
cutors ihemfclvcs ?" . 

Tliis was the addrefs which I was pre- 
pared to liave fpoken ; and which aft of 
exculpatory juftice I Arongly fufpecled, as 
it happened, would be denied me. 

I was corajaitted to Newgate on the 7th 
of October ; where I remained eight weeks,' 
within a day. On Saturday November the 
29th I received the following notice : 

** The King againji Thomas Hardy, and 
" others. 

" I am directed, by Mr. Attorney Gene- 
'* ral, to inform you that it is his intention 
** that you fhould be brought to the bar at 
*' the Old Bailey on Monday morning 
" next ; and that a Jury (hould then be 
** fworn for your trial, but that hcdoes not 
" propofe 
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propofe to give evidence figainft you 
upon this indiftment, 

" Yours, &c. 

• 

" JOSEPH WHITE, 

*^ Solicitor for the Crown% 

'« 29th NOVr 1794. 
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*' Tb Thomas HolcrofY, 

*• one of the Defendants 
' in the above indidlment." 

« 

Mr* Solicitor White did not come himfelf 
to deliver this paper j nor was the morning 
the time chofen for its delivery : it was 
after the prifon hour of locking up, which 
is nine o'clock. That is, whether fo con- 
trived or not, it was after the hour that I 
could either fend to inform my friends, or 
write to communicate the intelligence to 
the country ; and, Sunday being no poft- 
day, it was by this means concealed as long 
as poflible. I do not know that this had 
any meaning ; but fuch petty circumftances, 
that look like art, have fo frequently come 
under my obfervation that, if they were all 
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unintentional, the" coincidence at leaft has 
been remarkable. 

On Monday December ift Mr. Bonney, 
Mr. Kyd, Mr. Joyce, and I were put to 
the bar; and, in the language of the court, 
honourably acquitted. The other gentle- 
men bowed and retired. I attempted to 
ipeak, and the attempt produced the fol- 
lowing dialogue. 

Mr. Holcroft. My Lord, and Gentlemen 
of the Jury — 

Chief Jufiice. Mr. Holcroft — You have 
been acquitted in a way that hardly affords 
much room for your obfervation — I think 
the beft way would be for you to follow 
the example of the feft of the Gentle- 
men, who have retired. 

Mr. Holcroft. My Lord — ^Every man 
muft aft according to the beft of his own 
judgment. My judgment -tells me that it 
is my duty, on the prefent occaiion, ta' 
addrefs a few words to this court and the 
gentlemen of the jury. 

Chief Juftice, You wUl underiland one 

thing } and that is, that having been ac- 

./ ij quitted, 
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quitted, you have no right to addrefs one 
word, either to the court or the jury. — At 
the fame time, I don't wifh to hold you 
ftri6lly to that right ; but conduft your- 
felf properly, arid I won't flop you. 

Mr. Ilolcroft. My Lord — I have well 
confidered what I have to fay. Whether 
my judgment and the judgment of your 
Lordfhip fhould happen to differ, it is im- 
poflible forme to foreknow; but what Ihavc 
to fay flows from the didtatcs, I believe, of 
an honeft and well ihtehtioned mind. I am 
liable like all other men to iniftake. Let 
my miftakes be heard and examined. 

Chief yujiice. Thofe dilates muft be 
properly timed — At preferit, you are not 
called upon to fay any thing j and you have 
no ri^ht to detain the court by a long 
Ipeech. 

^/Lr. Holer oft. I will not detain the 
court more than half an hour. 

a/^/ Ji^/V^. Half an hour 1— Mr. Hoi- 
croft, you muft withdraw. 

Mir. Holcroft. After having fuffercd the 

injuftice that I think I have fuffered^ and 

' ^: which 
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which injuftlce it is my defire to ftate here 
publicly to this court — 

Chief Jupce. Mr. Holcroft— You have 
teen dealt with fnofi honourably^ on the 
part of the Attorney General. You flood 
indifted by your Country j and no man', 
who happens to ftand in that fituation> 
ought to complain of injuflicej becaufeA^ 
accujes bis country of injujiice, when he 
makes that complaint. You have had no 
extraordinary hardfliips. You brought 
yourfelf into cuftody, by your own volun- 
tary furrender. You have had no extra- 
ordinary hardlhip, fince that timej and you 
have in the clofe of it been treated moft 
honourably, and with all poflible attention, 
by the Attorney General, who has con- 
fented to your being acquitted, inftead of 
{landing at the Bar upon evidence ; which 
mufl have been left to the jury as evidence 
proper for their confidcration, upon the 
queflion whether you were to be found 
guilty or hot guilty. You hav^ no right 
to complain of injuftice ; and therefore 
If a you 
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you ought not to 1^ hcz^, npon a com* 

plaint of injuHiice. 

. Mr, Holcro/i, My Lord, I defire but 

one word. 

I Baron Hotbam. Mr. liLirby, why don't 

you do your duty ? 

Mr. Hokrofi, My Lord, permit me to 
fay one word. 

Chief Juftice. If you will be reafbnable, 
'and confine yourfelf within compafs, I will 
not flop you i but a fpecch of half an hour 
is not a thing to be endured, 

Mr. Jlolcroft. I find the judgment of the 
court wifiies me to withdraw — I always de- 
fire to comport myfelf fo as to gain beft 
the good opiniou of mankind by the exer- 
tion of what I think to be my duty. If 
my judgment happens to be miftaken, if X 
am wrong in this inllrance, I am certainly 
forry I have not more underftanding. I do 
not wiili either to appear a violent man os 
an obilinate man — I had fomething to fay 
to this court which I think of the utmoft 
importance to my country and mankind ia 
general. 



( 77 ) 

general^ and thetefbre I wifhed for a moment 
fo be heard $ but as it does appear to be the 
opinion of this Court and every body 
here» h mnfk accede to that public o|^ioi 
in this place^: and muft take fome other 
means of pubHihing my fentiments upon 
the profecution that has been inflitated 
againft me. 

CAief Jufiice. You had better take care 
ti that, or you may get into anofher fcrapi 
as (bon as you are relieved yr^w tbis. 

Mr. Holer oft. My Lord— I am very 
willing to fuffer for what I conceive to be 
right. 

Thd above dialogue is printed from 
noteSt taken in fhort hand by Mr. Ramfey: 
after it vras over I withdrew. The reiader 
will fee what my thoughts on it are, in the 
letter addreffed to his lord(hip. 

Before 1 clofe my narratve, I muft ftate 
twx> particulars ; which I forgot to infert 
m their proper places. The firft is that I 
&nt to my counfel and Solicitor, with the 
plan of the defence that I wifhed fliould 
1^ inade iw me, the name& of above lixty 

perfons. 
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J)crfoTis, highly rcfpeftable, - of dppoflte 
pal-ties, and of no p^rty, whafe tfeftimony 
would indubitably have proved the faftd 
I had ftated. I could eafily hav4{ doubled 
the number, had I not been confcious that 
the counfel would probably not call half of 
tbofe 1 had named^ 

The other particular was that my Soli-i 
citoTi Mr. Foulkes, wrote, in a manly man- 
ner to the Privy Council, his dcfire that f 
might be allowed my amauuenfis j and that 
the demand was immediately complied 
with. It was his extreme anxiety and fin^ 
cere friendftiip that induced him to take 
this ft^p } but it was without my know- 
ledgCfc I commend his intention with a 
warm, a glowing fenfe qf its reftitude 5 and, 
had 1 been confulted, as far as I recoUeft the 
letter, I (hould have acquicfced in fending 
it; with this fmgle addition, that the thing 
required was required as an aft of jujftice^ 
for that it did not become me to afk of 
them to grant any thing that had not pure 
juftice for its bafis. 

^nd now I have little to add, except a 

juft 
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juft ackno\y]edgment to thofe many ki 
and feithful friends who, from a CDnvi6ti 
of my innocence arid the injury done r 
fo chearfully and firmly came forward 
my fupport. And it was fome proof 
the general tenor of my conduft, to 
that thofe who had known me the lonj 
were the foremoft. I make no efforts 
exprefs my deep fenfe of gratitude : 
obligation ; becaufe I confider fuch expi 
fions generally as hypocritical, and alw 
as erroneous. Men have nothing but i 
ties to perform. Every aflion is eit 
right or wrong. If it be right, the g 
that accrues to the whole is its true rewa 
it promotes the prefent happinefs of 
parties ; and by the neceflary perccptioi 
its good effeiSls, increafes their future gc 
But, though I profefs no gratitude, 1 
not think I am lefs fenfible of the kind: 
I have received than thofe who imaj 
gratitude to be the firft of virtues. W 
life and memory remain, I never can 
get the real virtues of thefe friends ; a 
hope too I never fliall forget to imi 
th 
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them i for which, I think,, they will con- 
tinue to have reafon to efteem me, much 
more than if I were ince(fantly to have the 
words gratitude and obligation on my lips> 
and indolence and felfifhnefs in my heart. 
Thofe virtues I will emulate, and thofe 
■«rtues and the perfons who poflefs them 
I moft affc£tionately efteem. 



LET- 



LETTER I. 

To Sir JOHN SCOT, 

His Majefifs Attorney Gen?ral. 

SIR. 

Ji ACH' individual man is the creature of 
the various circumftances under which he 
has exifted and continues to exift. His ac- 
tions may be good, or evil; and being paft 
are unaltemble. But to blame him, who 
is a fenfitive being and nothing more or 
lefs, for being fubjeiSt to fenfation, is to 
fclame water becaufe it is wet, winter that 
It is cold, fummer that it is hot, and men 
that they are ignorant of the beft means of 
promoting their own happinefs. To fcarch 
after happinefs is the entire employment of 
their lives ; and to accufe them for pur- 
L fuing 
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fuing it in the manner which they imagine, 
however miftakenly, will beft attain their 
tnd, is an abfardity. Yet this ii an abfur- 
dity which few men on earth have clearly 
and definitely perceived j and which it is 
probable all men, without exception, hourly 
commit. It is fcldom indeed that the man 
and the miftake are not identified ; though 
they ought everlaftingly to be kept diftinct: 
for the miftake is paft recal, but the man 
may amend. The error fhould never be 
fpared ; the perfon ought never to be ati- 
tacked. When miftakes are pointed out, 
the man who committed them ought to be 
happy at their difcovery, and to confider 
them with exadlly the fame fenfations as he, 
would have done, had they been committed^ 
by another perfon. All men ought to feel 
thus i but I am well a>yare that at prefent 
no men do, except on thofe rare occafions? 
when they happen to recolleft this princi*; 
pie, and unfortunately this principle is 
known only to a few. 

If the doftrine I here ftate be true, you 
and I, fir, have been compelled, by the laws 

of 
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' of our exiftence to aft as we have done ; 
and ought, when called to therevifalof our 
actions, to be defirous of perceiving the 
truth. We fhould if poffible difcover their 
good or evil tendency, in its full extent; 
and, in either cafe, the emotion excited, in- 
flead of painful, ought 'always to be plea- 
fant. Error once committed cannot be re- 
called ; and forrow is a fruitlefs and child- 
ifli wafte of our time, and conduces to an 
habitual abufe of our faculties ; while plea- 
fure at the difcovery is rational, becaufe it is 
only in proportion as we accurately know 
what is the tendency of our aflions, in o- 
ther words, that which is good from that 
which is evil, that we can exert ourfelves to 
promote individual and general happinefs. 
That you have been led to difapprove 
fomeof my aftions I muft take for granted, 
by the profecution which, in the charafter 
of the Public Accufer, you have lately in- 
ftituted againft me. For I will not do your 
underftanding that wrong to fuppoie you 
could have placed any man in the danger to 
which your accufation brought me, merely 
L 2 becaufe 
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becaufe you were commanded fo to pur- 
I * fue me. Yet of which of my a6tions you 

i difapprove, and whetherof many orof few, 

I own i am totally ignoiant. 

» It is this perplexing queftion, added to 

/ the praife you have received for the ho- 

^^ ' nourabie manner in which you have treated 

'M * me, that are the caufe and the fubjeft of 

' my letter. This praife too has been be- 

■ . ftowed from that tribunal on which thelaw 

L' (bearwithme while 1 fay, the fabulous law) 

I prefumes partiality cannot find place. Not 

j latisfied with this culogium, one of your 

coadjutors laboured, with uo little eftoi t, to 

extend the panegyric. That you had a6ted 

"■ ' honourably was not fufficient. Mr. ijer- 

l jeant Adair informed the court, " that you 

Jfl " had afted with that candour and honour, 

(f ^* that refpeft to a court and jury of your 

'; " country, and that deterence and regard 

I' i '* to the liberties of your fellow-fubjedb, 

" which fo peculiarly mark your charader, 

•' and have fo honourably diftinguilhed 

' " your conduct !" 

■ 7 ' , This emphatica! and ample tribute of 

\ ._; praife 
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praife was yet infufficit^nt: he again 
turned to his eulogy, which feemcd to 
prefli his imagination. '* Gentiemen,'' 
he, " four of thefe perfons have been 
" day iicquitted ; I had almoft faid by 
" confent of His Majc:fty's Attorney ' 
" neralj but more properly by hisyorA 
" ing to confent to adduce any evidf 
" againft them !" In this tone, worth 
it fecms to me of a French Academli 
declaiming on the virtuesof a Grand . 
narque. he continued ; but \ forbear i\xx 
quotation, having already cited all thi 
necelFary for my purpofe. 

There is furely a moft embarraffing 
injurious confufion in the common te 
of language. Honourable is the wort 
which thefe eulogifts have moft dwelt, 
nieft delighted in. And what is hon< 
able ? Is it fomething more, or fomctl 
Icfs, than right ? If, fir, this very honi 
able dealing were fomething more i 
right, to me for example, was it not fc 
thing wrong, toothers? that is, tomf 
gen( 
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general ? And can any man prove that to 
do wrong to men in general is to do light, 
nay more than right, to an individual? 
What hypocrify, vvhat falfehood is it that 
lurks under fuch common-place expref- 
fions ? Do they mean any thing, or do they 
mean nothing ? But honourable, that is, 
more than right, is inadequate to the ex- 
predion of your merits; and forbearance, or 
more than more than right, is brought in as 
an auxiliary, to ftrengthen the infufficient 
. praife* It is ftrange that the profeffion of 
a lawyer, which in many inftances feems 
to oblige the profeflor to ftudy with un- 
common attention the accurate meaning of 
terms and phrafes, fhould yet beget the 
preplexity and inexplicable contradi6lions 
which we fo often find to be its offspring. 
I own thatj inthisinftance, it was the jargon 
of common-place which Mr. Serjeant Adair 
employed; but furely, by a man of his ac- 
knowledged acumen andfuperior talents, it 
ought to have b^n detected. In this ho- 
nourable acquittal, ihi^ forbearing to adduce 

evidence;^ 
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evidence, you, fir, eitheirdid thatwhich \ 
right or that which was wrong. My o 
nion is, you did that which was wrong 
Except the falfe accufation by which i 
brought me to the bar, I confider this 1 
nourable dealing, this forbearing to add 
evidence, as the greatcft injury you h 
done me. I was acquitted ! What coui 
defire more ? This was the qqeftion wl: 
the eyes and geftures of the whole It 
phalanx,judges,barrifters,andclerks,fei 
ed to alk, when I had the infolence to de 
to be heard. I fpeak the language wl 
their features fpokc. Had not the Law 
.leafed me, from its harpy talons ? andoi 
I not to have ftolen away, and be happ 
to efcape ? What ! My head on my ihoul 
and yet complain I Well might the I 
Chief Juftice exclaim, " It was. not t 
endured !" Yes, fir, furrounded as 
were by the death-dealing expounder 
Bradton, Coke, and the Statutes at larj 
would moft gladly have encountered t 
united thunders, would you but have 
fered me, after being publicly accuied 
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have been as publicly heard. The thing I 
defired was that the world ftiould know I 
had been accufed totally without founda- 
tion ; that my profccutors had abfolufely no 
proof of my guilt ; and that I had proof 
irrefragable of my innocence. This, fir, 
was what I wanted : but this was what they 
did not want.^Imuft be filenced, I muft 
be menaced, I muft be infulted by the hands 
of a jailor at the nod of a judge, after having 
fuffcred falfe imprifonment, the lofs of pro- 
perty, and a moft iniquitous attack on my 
phyfical and moral exiflence, my life and 
utility* 

Sir, I proteft I fpeak with no perfonal 
enmity, to them or you -, but I fpeak with 
a ftrong and deep fenfe of the moral tur- 
pitude of your miftakes. No; inftead of 
exciting to vengeance, I wifti to warn the 
world, in this and every inftance, not to 
confound the man with the errors of his 
underftanding. Had that been more cor- 
re6t, his a6lions would have been lefs vi- 
clous. He intends good, and ought to be 
inftruftcd; not tortured, not torn to pieces, 
* not 
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not hanged drawn and quartered, when he 
commits evil. 

Sir, the very reafon of my furrender was 
that I might be tried. Had I feared the 
evidence you had. to adduce, that is, had I 
really been guilty, I ihould have thought it 
my duty to have done that which you gave 
me the opportunity of doing ; to have fled. 
For, though I can as little approve of my 
own guilt, I mean my own miftakes when 
I know them to be fuch, as I can of yours, 
yet I wQuld not have been wilfully acceflary 
to more guilt ; that of the moft pernicious 
of punifhments, death j when I did not per- 
ceive how my death could have been bene- , 
ficial to mankind. Converfing with Mr.. 
Horne Tooke oij the morning of our ar- 
raignment, he told nie that the beft thing . 
our profecutors could have done, for the 
caufe of freedom, was that which they had 
4one ; imprifon and indift us -, except the 
ftill better thing which they had yet todo z 
namely, to hang us. Though I widely 
differed with him concerning the beft, I 
like him was convinced that, after this 

M wrong 
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wrong had been committed, wife and virtti- 
ous men might develope its evil confequen- 
ces, and thus turn it to the benefit of the 
community. But this, fir, could only be 
done by difcufllon, by a faithful ftatement 
of fa6ts from which leflTons of future wif- 
dom might be deduced, and by a fagacious 
forefight of the refult. 

If fa, my writing to you is an a6l of 
duty ; and, though your office be that of 
accufation, you will fcarcely accufe me for 
having performed it. In the courfe of the 
pamphlet of which this letter is a part, I 
have ftated fome of the public and fome of 
the private injuries that have been com- 
mitted in my cafe ; and in thefe I confider 
you as a principal participator : but I tax 
your miftakes, not your perfon; and, 
though* I have been imprifoned, defamed, 
put in danger of my life, and refufed a trial, 
nay a hearing of half an hour as a thing 
intolerable to men feated on the tribunal of 
juftice, I neither fpeak in, anger, feek re- 
venge, nor wifh you harm. If honourable, 
as here applied to you, have a good mean- 
ing* 
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ing, I deny your honourable dealing. If it 
have a bad one, you will Icarcely deem it 
worthy your acceptance : and if it have 
none, perhaps the perfon^ who employed 
it will have lefs of a felfifh motive for 
blulhing than if it had expreffed all that 
they intended. 

* In fine, fir, the efl^ential queftion, con- 
cerning which the general fafety is intc- 
refted, that which many have afked and 
more will afk, is. Why did you include my 
name in the indiflment ? I fay mine in par- 
ticular, becaufe, though the queftion may 
well be put for all the perfons indi6led, yet, 
I ftoodfo peculiarly aloof from fufpicion as 
ta make your proceeding dangeroufly in- 
comprehenfible ? By what arguments, is it 
uncharitable to fay by what arts, did your 
agents fo confound and miflead the grand 
jury as to induce them to return a true bill ? 
Sir, there are many who put fuch interroga- 
tions with a rational anxietv for their own 
fafety. I was a member of tlte Conftitutional 
Society: is that your only anfwer? There 
were many members of that fociety, for I 

M 2 do 
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do not know the number : why did you 
not indift them all ? Is there a man in 
England who is a more enthufiaftic friend 
to a fyftem of peace, and a more ardent op- 
pofer of violence than I am ? But, I was a 
member of the Committee of Conference. 
Why were not all the members indidted ? I 
appeared at it but once, and you had evi- 
dence that I then " talked a great deal about 
peace^ of my being againft any violent 
or coercive means, that were ufually re- 
fer ted to againft our fellow*^ creatures : 
that I urged the more powerful operations 
of philofophy and reafon, to convince 
*' man. of his errors; nay, zealot as you 
** no doubt will deem me, that man might 
** difarrn his greateft enemy by thofe means^ 
" and oppofe his fury, becaufe truth is all 
" powerful 5 that I gave advice to the above 
*• effe6l to the delegates prefent^ who all 
" feemed to agree, as no perfon oppofed 
** my arguments ; and that this converfa- 
!* tion lafted better than an hour.'* 

What, fir I In a fyftem which you prc^ 
tend was to overturn the government an4 

dcpofe 
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depofe and kill the king, was a man who, 
being with the imaginary confpirators 
whom on the face of fafts he certainly did 
not fuppofe to be confpirator^ was this 
urgent preacher of peace, this enthufiaftic 
apoftle of non-refiftence, a fit man to be 
felefled by way of preference ? The error 
appears to befo grofs that it is fcarcely hy- 
perbolical to afk, whether the perfon who 
committed it was not at that moment a lu- 
natic ? You might diflike my principles, 
and I could be glad that one of us were 
better informed; you might think my 
peaceful exhortations dangerous, that I 
can eafily conceive ; but how could you fo 
impofe upon your underftanding as to 
imagine them treafonable? What! The 
man that, meeting thefc fuppofed confpi- 
Tators, argues by the hour for order and 
peace in all their proceedings, does he ex- 
cite to infurreftion ? Is he too a confpira- 
tor? How does it appear? Produce your 
proofs, fir, and refcue your underftanding. 
Yes 5 I know you muft have been de-^ 
jgfiivtd', though^ with the otmoftfincerity 
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* 

of heart I proteft, I cannot conceive how : 
except by that derelidlion of mind which, if 
not infanity, I know not by what name it 
can properly be called. However, fir, 
that I may deal with the ftri6lcft imparti- 
ality, I will ftate the only circumftance 
that has come to my knowledge of the 
proof you intended to bring againft mel 

After the perfons apprehended had been 
all of them examined, and fome I believe 
committed to the Tower, while Mr. Sharp, 
whofe teftimony I have quoted as given 
before the Privy Council, was in the cuf- 
tody of an officer though fufFered to re- 
main in his own houfe, I and a friend paid 
him a vifit ; the pfficer being prefent. Be- 
lieving as it has proved that there were no 
private proceedings or treafonable confpi- 
racies cxifting, and therefore that govern- 
ment riiuft have by fome means been unac- 
countably mifled, I conje6lured that this 
might have happened from the falfehoods 
which the paffions and the felfilh views of 
their inferior agents had engendered i To 
guard againft thefe mifconceptions, and 
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falfehoods, was at this moment a very fe- 
rious duty. Our vifit was to Mr. Sharp, 
but the officer thought proper to mhigle in 
the qonverfation ; and, though he was not . 
a King's meflenger, biitof a lower and more 
illiterate order, I do not think the remarks 
of fuch men ought to be tneated with dif- 
dain. In ar|fwer therefore to fome of thefe 
remarks, I faid a few v^ords; intimating 
that violence vyas always a vice, by whom- 
foever committed. This he feemed to feel 
as an attack upon his profeflion; and, con- 
ceiving me to be a dangerous perfon, a Ja- 
cobin no doubt, affirmed that he had feen, 
me at the meetings or a meeting of the 
Correfponding Society. I immediately de- 
nied it, and he again aflerted he had feen 
me there. The man who could imagine, 
and periift in one falfehood, might imagine 
and perfift in another. This inftantly 
made me recollect my former refledlions, 
and brought to my view the mifchiefs in 
which the miftakes of a number of fuch 
men might involve the nation. I did not 
zdi from blind paffion \ I intended to make 
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a ftrong impreflion upon him, and in a 
firm but undifturbed tone of voice faid to 
him, " Sir, you are a liar !" Again he 
repeated the affirmative, and I with increaf- 
ing firmnefs replied — * * It is a wicked lie, . 
fir !" 

Mr. Sharp's letter fays impudent. A 
word may eafily be changed. I think my- 
felf certain, from the fpirit in which I 
fpoke and the efFe6l I wiftied to produce, 
that the epithet was wicked 3 though that 
is of little monient. 

This was.conftrued into a defign on my 
part to affront the officer, produce violence^ 
and favour the efcape of Mr. Sharp. An 
ignorant man might eafily fo mifconftrue : 
but would an ignorant man forget that he 
was guilty of the evafion of faying that, if 
he had not feen me at the meetings of the 
Correfponding Society, he had feen me at 
Mr, Thelwall's Lectures 5 and that I im- 
mediately replied, I had beenprefent once, 
and never butonce, at a lefture delivered by 
Mr. Thelwall ? Did he forget too that there 
was another perfon, whofe name I do not 
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know, in the room i and that this perfbii 
left the room before the departure of my 
friend and myfelf? that, if fuch had been our 
defign/ we were then more at liberty j fincc 
the perfon by going proved hewas not in this 
alarming confpiracy ? yet that, after fitting 
fome little time, and I convcrfing with my 
former coolnefs, the m^^^ment the man was 
filenaed on this fubje£V, we left him with- 
out any figns of refentment or oppofition ? 
But, fir, fuppofing my mode of producn 
ing the efFedi I defired as vicious and as un- 
worthy as you pleafe (and I fufpe6led even 
at the time that it had vice in it, though I 
knew not how taken fb fuddenly to z&, 
otherwife) yet, was telling this man, or 
any man who had really uttered a dange- 
rous lie, that he was a liar, treafon I A treble 
guard was immediately put upon Mr. 
Sharp, which is proof indeed that the man 
had fo told his ilory as to produce alarm 
in the Privy Council, whofe fyftem it was 
to alarm and be alarmed. But what had 
this man's being pronounced a liai* in com- 
mon with treafon ? This was feveral months 
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too before the prefenting the bill of indifl- 
ment. No fecond attempt had been made 
for the efcape of Mr. Sharp j and, if we 
had wifhed his flight, could you, fir, think, 
confpirators and deep defigners as we were, 
that we (hould have planned and executed 
our plo' with fuch contemptible inefiicacy ? 
You, might believe us to be wicked and 
weak, but "furely you could not fuppofe 
^ wiB were idiots. Why was I not examin- 
ed too, before the Privy Council, for this 
as well as for the reft of my confpira- 
cies ? What pofljble anfwer can be given to 
that queftion ? Surely you would not de- 
fignedly avoid the encounter of a man of 
fuch fhallow intelleft as fuch a failure 
would indicate. 

Sir, the fubftanceof this addrefs is, that 
(^ I have been accufed by you of high treafon j 

•that the accufation was a flagrant breach of 
juftice, for you had no proof whatever 
againft me, but eflTential evidence in my fa- 
vour J that, by the maijagement of the pro- 

fccutbrs, of whom you are officially at the 
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bill ; that I have fufFered all the evils of 
imprifonment, family alarm, wafting of 
fubfiance and lofs of time ; that, in addi- 
tion to thefe, you inflifled a wrong greater 
than them all, yourefufedtolet mebe heard 
in my own defence by refufing to bring me 
to trial ; that you did this to avoid the dif- 
grace of having indifted a man for the 
enormous crime of High Treafon contrary 
to evidence ; and that you fat and by your 
filence acquiefced in the praife that was be- 
ftowed upon you, for the laft and greateft of 
thefe afts of injuftice. The conclufion I 
am obliged to draw, fir, is a very obvious 
one. You hold an office which while you 
txercife, fmce you can be guilty of errors 
fo dangerous as tliefe, the life of no man in 
the kingdom is fafc. Be juft to yourfelf 
and your fellow fiibjedls ^ acknowledj^e 
that you do not poffefs that cool unpreju-r 
diced inipartiality which this office re- 
quires J do the right which is yet in your 
power 5 relieve the nation of its fears -, and 
abandon a ftation for which all difpaffion- 
atc men will affirm you are unfit* 

Thomas Holcroft. 
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LETTER II. 

Tb Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. 

My Lord, 

Hearing, as I take it for granted yoil 
will hear through fome channel, of my 
prefent addrefs to your Lordfhip, I have 
reafon to fuppofe, by the warning you gave 
me when I expreffed my intention in the 
open court of publifhing my thoughts, that 
you will not expeft me to be temperate. I 
know not why you (hould have formed 
fuch an opinion : you certainly, as I be-- 
lieve, had no proof on which it might be 
built. On the two occafions of my furren- 
der and my acquittal, I am utterly igno- 
rant pf my own emotions if I were not de- 
terminedly cool^ and coUe^ed* I fufpeft 
your lordfhip had not developed your own 
motives j and that they were a latent con- 
fcioufnefs that I had what is generally fup- 
pofed to be very great caufe of complaints 
The manner in which I wa$ prevented 
from fpeaking, whether intentionally or. 
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not, had every appearance of the profccu# 
tors being fearful that I (hould fpeak dif- 
agreeable truths, I have publiftied the ad- 
drefs I had prepared, and you, they, and 
the world may now decide. 

This is but the preface to the fubjeft of 
ray pi efent letter j which I n:ean to be a 
kw neceflary remarks and arguments, on 
the propofiitions delivered by your lordfhip^ 
when I appeared before you; And here I 
muft entreat your ferious attention, to a 
diftinclion which I think ought to be made^ 
Truth contemolates man as the creatuferf 
the circumftances under which he exifts ; 
and, did thofe circumftances vary, he 
would then inevitably be different. In 
other words, I confider your lordlhip as 
convidion obliges me to confider all hunjan 
beings ; that is, as a man who acts from 
knowledge, when you promote the gene- 
ral good; and when you do the reverfe, 
from ignorance. I attribute no malice to 
you, but fome miftakesj and thofe mif-^ 
takes are rendered dangerous by the talents 
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"you poflefsj and the ftation you fill. Lad-r* 
mire your faculties, becaufc they are com- 
prehenfive. I cenfure. your errors, be- 
caufe they are banefuL I know that, if I 
had the power to convince you that they 
are errors, you would commit them no 
more; and, if I want that power, who or 
what am I to accufe; except the mutual 
want of the means of making ourfelvcs 
intelligible s that is, our mutual igno- 
rance ? Let us both therefore fincerely and 
cordially exert ourfelves to forget perfons, 
;gind inquire into fads. 

The heads of the inquiries I wifli to be 
made, taken in the order in which they 
occurred when I appeared before you, arc 

thefe. 

I . What is indulgence ? 

a. What is right? 

3- May not a man's country, that is, 
the government its officers and a grand 
jury, commit injuftice ? 

4. Was the a6t of furrendering myfelf the 
part of a good citizen, and an honeft man ? 

5. Was 
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5. Was it to warn or to ifttimidate, 
that you advifed me to take care of pUb-^ 
liflilng my fentiments, on my own cafe ? 
• There is another qucftion, namely, the 
honourable dealing of the Attorney Gene- 
ral, which I iliall omit to difcufs with 
your lotdfhip ; becaufe I have already ad- 
drefled myfelf to that gentleman. 

I . To begin With the firft, yout" lordfliip 
will ho doubt recollect that, when I alked 
for the attendance of my amanuenfis, you 
anfwered that, unkfs my health made it ret 
quifite, it v/ould be contrary to cuftomi 
and an indulgence which you could not 
grant. My lord, contrary to cuftom ii 
one thing; indulgence is another. The 
forms of courts may be regulated by cuf* 
torn ; and to thofe, whether juft or unjuft, 
having accepted the high office you hold, 
you may think proper to conform* But 
what does indulgence mean ? That too 
muft either be juft or unjuft. If it mean 
a juft a£lion, furely a juft adlion is no in- 
dulgence. If it mean an unjuft aftion, it 
fcarcely.can be charaflerized by a word 
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which, if it have any precife meanings 
fcems to incline to the fide of benevolence. 
It is no fault of mine, my lord, that the ^ 
world lias long been amufing itfelf with 
words inftead of truth. When you men- 
tioned health, had not a fevere adherence 
to veracity reftrained me, I might have 
profited by the hint. 1 did not forget that 
i had a difeafe, with which I had been af« 
jli6led between two and three years ; but it 
was not of a nature to make the attendance 
of a fervant neceflary. That was not my 
motive for afking the aid of another hand. 
To have pleaded fuch a motive, though the 
lax moraKty of the world would have con- 
Arued it into truth, would have been falfe* 
hood ; and very uiiworthy of a man ^Gt^ 
ing upon the principles which brought me 
to furrender mylelf in that court. I then 
wiftied to a£l truly ; and I now wifh to 
excite your lordlhip and all mankind to 
the examination of truth, I think there- 
fore you will eafily difcover there can be 
no fuch thing as indulgence ; and that it is 
a word which ought even to bebanifhed the 
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fittrferyi and is highly unworthy of a court 
of juftice. Either it was right that I 
fhould have the aid I required, to enable 
me to demonftrate my innocence, or it was 
wrong. That is, it was right or wrong to 
deny me the means of juftification : as in- 
deed imprifonment and all other conftraint 
more or lefs do deny. But of this your 
lordfhip and the worl^ in general have hi- 
therto been but little aware ; nor is it pro- 
bable that I ftiould have the power of 
awakening you. 

2. The laft time I was brought before 
your lordfhip, you informed me that, 
" having been acquitted, I had no right to 
addrefs one word either to the court or the 
jury." The fame queftion again occurs, 
I fuppofe, your lordfhip meant I had no 
right according to the cuflom of the court. 
That however I believe is a faft not well ' 
eftablifhed. But I confider all rules that 
have nothing better than cuftomfor their' 
bafis as founded in error, i (hall-* there-' 
fore only afk, was it jufl or^mjufl that I, 
having been publifhed a traitor to the' 
whole nation, fhould emj^oy every means' 
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in my power to prove to the nation how 
entirely innocent I had been of the crime 
laid to my charge ? If right fignify juft^ 
is it not right that every man fliould be as 
tofeful in fociety as poflible ? And does the 
iiifpei^ed man enjoy his full extent of uti- 
lity ? Did this dumb acquittal leave me 
wholly unfufpe6led ? I can folemnly affure 
your lordftiip it did not. Since my releafe 
from prifon, I daily meet men, who ufeA 
to approach me with fmiles and friendfhtp>. 
who now avert their eyes, and either from 
diflike or timidity ihun my acquaintance. 
I ftate a fact, not a complaint. I afked 
oaly h^f an hour; and was anfwered, 
with an exclamation, that a fpeech of half 
an hour was a thing not to be endured, 
"yv^hat tfhen were the fpepches of the coun- 
fel for the crown j when accufation, when, 
acrimony, when punifhmtnt were the pur- ' 
fu^t? SpeefJies of feven, eighty, and nine 
hpiir? vftrc endurable. Readings, repcti- 
tiousv litigipub quibbles^ and the teftimo-^ 
nies- of fpies, which protrafted a fentence 
on which probably the lives of thoufahds 
ajud h^i^eds of thoufan^s depended, to. 
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the enormous length of eight days, 
ginning early in the morning and fre- 
quently ending after midnight, thefe were 
endurable. And, if juftice could be for- 
warded by fuch inquiries, fo they ought to 
be : but of that I vehemently doubt. 
Could I have fpoken for eight days, and by 
fpcaking have conduced to the promoting 
of juftice, I ought to have been patiently 
and attentively beard, I will fay more, 
though in none of thefe things I expert 
to be joined by your lordfhip; which i« 
that, had my fp«ech of half an hour been 
wholly wrong, it ought to have been 
heard i and for this plain reafon, that my 
errors, by being known, might have fome 
chance of being corrected. 

But there are other and more obvious 
motives, which imperioufly called on me 
to fpeak, and on my country to hear. I 
had been rendered a fufpe6led man to the 
nation. A bill for high treafon had been 
prefented againft me i and had been found,, 
in the language of your lordfhip, by ipy 
country. On this indiftment your lord- 
Hiip bad committed me to prifon. I had; 
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been brought to the bar, and arraigned ; 
and every means, except the laft, had been 
taken by the law, which could induce my 
countrymen to believe I was the traitor the 
indiftment aflerted me to be. My lord, af- 
ter proceedings fo awful as thefe, to forbid 
an innocent man to countera6l their dan- 
gerous confequencee, by informing man- 
kind of truths relative to his own condu6t 
of which they were ignorant, and a knowi- 
ledge of which would reftore him to their 
good opinion, is one of thofe violent afts of 
injuftice againfl: which it is the duty of 
every man to protefV. 

3. I was told by your lordfhip, that, I 
flood indifted by my country 5 and that no 
man who happens to (land in that (ituation 
ought to complain of injuftice 5 becaufe he 
accufes his country of injuftice, w^hen he 
makes that complaint/'—- — I own to your 
lordfhip that I have feldom heard a propo- 
fition more extraordinary. It may be the 
language of the law, but furely common 
fenfe revolts at it* What, i? it impoffible 
for my country to be miftaken ? And of 
what does this country confift ? Of three- 
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and-twenty men; nominated by the ofRcers 
of the crown, compofing what is called a 
grand jury, inftruftcd by the crown (I l\)eak 
of this cafe) hearing none but the witnefles 
for the crown, and deciding by a majority. 
Will it be affirmed that it was impoffible 
for thefe men to be guilty of error ? And 
is not all error unjuft ? Was there never an 
innocent man hanged ? And was his coun- 
try, which put him to death, guilty of no 
injuftice? I think I can demonftrate that all 
wars are unjuft ; but no man will affirm 
thatofFenfive and predatory wars are not fo. 
And were there never ofFenfive and preda- 
tory wars ? Has this country never under- 
taken fuch wars ? Or is this country exclu- 
fively exempt from error ? I have heard na- 
tional prejudices too frequently repeated ; 
but I never heard an affertion fo violent as 
this, except from the mouth of lawyers, ut- 
tering the fi£^ions of law. Ignoraot as I am 
of thefe fi6lions, till this period I was ig- 
norant that this was one of them. I had 
heard that the kingcould do no wrong ; but 
never before knew that his fubje£ls were 
equally infallible. I affirm that wrong has 
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been committed on me; and, if my country 
had no concern in it, I muft conclude that 
the minifters of this country, the attorney 
general, the grand jury, and the other per- 
fons concerned, were no part of my coun* 
try; a conclufion which, in the prefent felf- 

■ 

admiring temper of £ngli(hmen, would 
probably not be very grateful to them. 

4. Perhaps I have too great an aptitude 
to feel furprile. If fo, I am willing my 
miftakes Hiould be known ; for I confefs I 
again felt extreme furprife, when I heard 
royfelf reproached by your lordfhip, for fur- 
rendering my felf after a bill had been found 
againft me for high treafon. What, my 
]prd ! Being confcious of my own inqo<* 
cence, would you have advifed me to the 
(^landefline a£t of concealment ; of flight j 

^f inducing the world to believe me guilty \ 
Surely in this inftance yo\;r lord(hip's me« 
mpry flept : you had forgotten even your 
own law, which admits the app^rance or 
flight of the prifoner as prcfumptiye proof 
of innocence or guilt. Nay, do you npt in- 
ftrudt the jury to require among the firftof 
their proceedings whether the pcrfon ac-» 
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tnifed " fled for it ?" But leaving law, and 
recurring to a more accurate ftandard, to 
juflice, is that man juft to himfelf or to the 
community, who, by his cowardice, renders- 
himfelf fufpe£led, and robs himfelf and his 
country of as much utility as this fufpicion 
deftroys ? Would your lordlhip bid inno- 
cence live undertheftigma of guilt ? Would 
you condefcend fo to live ? I will not think 
fo meanly of you ! Greatly miftaken as I 
conceive you have been, ki many parts of 
the late legal proceedings, I have a much 
higher opinion of your underftanding. 
It would not fuffer you to praftife a 
precept fo injurious and fo unmanly. 
When I came to furrender myfelf, you 
informed me you would not takb ad- 
vantage of my indifcretion. I will not 
doubt but that you felt kindly, and meant 
me well : but were you not deceived ? How 
was I indifcreet ? Was there no intention 
to apprehend after having indifted me ? 
Miniflry inflituted the profecution : could I 
fuppoie that the only end they had in view 
was to ftigmatize and render me fufpe^led ? 
Or, if I had entertained that belief, ought I 

to 
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to have fubmitted to the injurious falfehood^ 
and walk at large a proclaimed traitor ? No j 
that Miniftry certainly would not have en- 
dured : as little perhaps as I could endure 
the ignominy of concealment. Well then, 
ought I to have fubjefled myfe.lf to have 
b^en guarded through the ftreets a prif^ner, 
and brought like a culprit into the prefence 
of the blindly accufing law, when I could fo 
far walk a free man, to deliver myfelf up to 
my profecutors ? Who will affirm that- 
either of thefe would have been the a6l of 
a wife and virtuous man, confcious of his 

own innocence ? 

- » 

5. When J informed the court, being de- 
nied the liberty of fpeaking, that I muft 
t£ike fome other means of publiihing my 
fentiments concerning the profecution that 
had been inftituted againft me, this was 
your lordlhip's anfwer — '* You had better 
take care of that, fir j or you may get into 
an(>ther fcrape, as foon as you are relieved 
from this/' 1 replied that I was very wiilirig . 
to fufFer for what 1 conceived to be right; 
and your lordfliip turned back on the bench, 
with an intcrjedion expreffing ftrong dif- 
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approbation. Again I am at iffue with 
your lordfhip, I know but one ftandard 
for all the aflions of men j and the queftion 
will eternally recur, is the a6Hon right, or 
Wrong ? j uft, or unjuft ? Was it my duty to 
publifli facts, which I fuppofe may aid meii 
in their future conduct, or was it not? Ima- 
gine me to be at prefent under the influence . 
of paflion, or any other error : yet, is it not 
healthful to myfelf and to fociety that I 
fhould make my errors known; left, by 
being treafured up in my mind, they flibuld 
corrode till they burft forth with tenfold 
virulence ? How arc miftakes to be cor- 
rected, while they remain undifcbvered ? If 
utter falfehood of any kind, has govern- 
ment no perfon in pay, who can tell truth ? 
Is it falfehood, or is it fact, that government 
is unwilling to hear? Why was it defirabl6 
that no further inquiry fhould take place, 
after the pi ifoncrs who had efcaped a cruel 
and barbarous death fhould be releafed ? 
Are proceedings fo ferious to all men imme- 
diately to be huftied, and fmothered in fi- 
lence, as fooa as the profecutors (hall havef 
failed in attempts which were either j Oft or 
tonjuft? If juft, why fliould they (hun in- 
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quiry,? If unjuft, will your lordfliip affirm 
that injuftice ought not to be made public ? 
Our king and our country, it feems, can da 
no wrong. Are miniftry equally impecca*- 
ble ? Is there any law fiftion to protect 
them ? I do not mean theif perfons, but 
their actions ; their miftakes, if it be poffible 
that they ever did or ever can commit any. 
** I had better take care, or I may get in- 
to another fcrape," I will not c^rp^ at a 
word which though vulgar was expreflive; 
* but will alk your lordfliip by what action 
of niine it was that I got into a fcrape ? 
How am I to avoid getting into another ? 
By what fecret is any man to avoid falfe 
accufation ? Is your lordfliip wife enough 
to know ? If you are, fqr charity's fake 
make it public: reformers have been and 
are in perilous need of it. 

Surely the better judgment of your lord- 
fliip had forfakenyoUjduring this wholedia- 
logue 1 1 do not feek to injure you in the opi- 
nion of your countrynien: if I did, the ac- 

■ • 

cufation of fo unprotected a perfon you 
would probably difregard, I have declared 
imy.fentiments concerning your Jalejats, and 
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your miftakes, I am equally fincere in 
both, though I have but lightly touched on 
cither j for this letter is but a trifle to what 
I could write, on the proceedings in which 
you have been involved in thecourfe of this 
profecution. But they are foreign to my 
prefent fubjefl : and if they were not, I 
would endeavour as I now do to convince 
your lordfliip that I have and could have 
no motive but the dcfire, not of doing in- 
jury to an individual, but good to 3II. I 
give my thoughts for what they are worth j 
|?t thpfe e^am jne them who think they de- 
ferye to \>t examined, It may well be 
doubted whether I can fuggeft any new 
truths but I think itpoffible that I Ibould 
place old ones now and then in a clear point 
qf view. That you fhould feel offended to 
hear a man declare himfelf wiUirjgto fqffer 
fpr doing that which he belieyed to be right, 
that is, for difcharging what hq fuppofe4 t9t 
be a duty, was a tiding which if I ha4 t\9% 
if en and heard I fcarcely fhould have ere-? 
dited. You might believe, though I knovyf 
not why you fhould^ that I ibould certainly 
do wrongi yet, in your cooler moments, you 

p 2 coulj^ 
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could not I think but applaud the inten- 
tion : and I conclude with repeating my 
perfuafion that your judgment was lefs 
found, on this occafion, than it generally 
is in occurrences perhaps lefs ferious in 
their confequences. 

Thomas Holcroft, 



LETTER IIL 

To Mr. Serjeant Adair. 

Sir, 
IN my letter to the Attorney General, I 
have quoted fome fentiments, which you 
delivered in your opening againft Mr.Thel- 
wall, and which I think it behoves me to 
notice. I have there made fome remarks on 
them, and here intend to add a few more j 
but muft previoufly repeat the fubftance of 
what you will find I have faid in my pre- 
fatory addrefles, to Mr. Attorney General 
and Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, that the mo- 
tive of my writing is not to give you pain, 
but, by detedling your miftakes, to add as I 
hope to the means of general improvement. 
Perhaps you may think the fuppofition that 

I have 
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I have the power to give pain, undignified 
and unprotected by the great as I am, is a. 
trait of arrogance. I believe however this 
to be a miftake beneath yourunderftanding. 
You have been too long familiar with art 
elevated fituation to imagine that any thing 
but the efforts of found reafon can fhield a 
nianfrom thepainqf accufation 3 whether 
it b : falfe or true. But, fir, though I con- 
ceive you will he more difpaffionatc, there 
are perfons whp are fo devoured with zeal 
againft Jacobins, among whom, were there 
no other circumftances, this profecutiou 
has in their opinion ranked me, that arro- 
gant will be too foft a terni to exprefs 
their fenfations* 

This is a matter of trifling moment. My 
prefent theme is the forbearing benevolence 
of his Majefty's Attorney General. Will 
you patiently permit me to tell you, fir, 
how forbearing that gentleman has been? He 
forbore to call evidence againft me; which, 
according to the phrafe, was very honour- 
able in him indeed ; for he had none to call. 
He forbore to keep me and my fellow fufFer- 
ers longer in prifon; becaufehe was confci- 

ous 



.■.faJI^M^M 



( "8 ) 

i)U5 that the mindsof men revolted at the in^ 
jiiftice of the punifhment we had already 
endured. Heforeboretoexafperatethe pub- 
lic more by the difclofure of the extreme 
folly of which, in the fervor of his accufmg 
zeal, he had been guilty : in charging a 
man with the crime of High Treaion at the 
moment when he had depofitions to prove: 
the man fo charged to be the enthufiaftic 
preacher of peace, and the determined op- 
ponent of violence. 1 have called it folly : 
by what word would you have chara£le- 
rized fuch condu6l ? Yes, fir, he forbore 
to profecute, in proportion as he perceived 
he wanted the powen He forebore to in- 
flicl evil, the moment he difcovered how 
dangerous his condu£l was become. I 
would not be underftood to fay^ or fup-^ 
pofe, that he thought it pvil ; but did his, 
miftakes lefien the injury? His forbearance 
bds indeed been exemplary, and I fear 
he will ftill continue to forbear. He will 
probably forbear, in all companies into 
w liicb he goes, to inform them, that he has 
accufed without proof, has acquitted with 
rtludaiicc, and has paffed through Temple 

Bar 
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Bar with a confufed mind, if not with an 
aching heart. He forebore to vifit and con^ 
fole the families of the prifoners, by whofe 
induftry till manacled by him thefe fami* 
lies had b.een fupported ; and he will ftill 
forbear to inquire whether the fires of thofe 
prifoncrs be Aarving, their children naked, 
or their wives living or dead. Let him 2 
if he be not unexpe«Sledly wife, or deplo- 
rably erroneous, fuch forbearance will 
conduce to the quiet of his confcience, 

I have but one queftion more to alk, and 
that, fir, relates wholly to yourfelf. You 
are a man who have as I may fay been 
trammeled in the manners and cuftoms of 
courts of law. You have fat upon the 
bench, and been led to confider the duties 
and even delicacies of fuch a fit nation. You 
are not ignorant that every expiation,which 
kind and refpeflful treatment can publicly 
afford, is due to a man who has been acquit- 
ted by his country, for this acquittal avows 
the accufation to have been falfe. Where, 
fir, was the kindnefs, where the refpedt, 
where the decency, of telling a man, who 

-|^ad juft been acquitted by his country, that 

the 



( 120 ) 

the reafofl of his acquittal was the forbear- 
ing to introduce witneffes ? Sir, I intend 
no perfonal offence when I fay it was fo far 
from kind, rcfpc6tful, or decent, that it was 
abfolutely falfe. You forgot yourfelf. Men ' 
are fubje6l to miftakes, and all that I here 
intend is to vindicate and do juftice to my 
own character, again ft an error which I 
hope you would not frequently be fo for- 
getful of what is due to juftice and to, a 
perfon falfely accufed as to commit. 

Thomas Holcroft, 



LETTER IV. 

To the Honourable Thomas Erjktne ; and 

Vicary Gibbs^ Efq. 
Gentlemen, 
HAD I not been perfonally implicated in 
the late ftrange profecutions for High Trca.- 
fon, I ftill muft have contemplated, I hope, 
with no lefs intereft the men whofe talents 
and integrity had fitted them to be the de- 
fenders of the human racQ. A fenfe of duty 
has obliged me to remark on the miftakes 
of fome perfons, concerned in thefc trials ; 

and 
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and the duty of ftating the feds which dif- 
play truths of a contrary nature cannot be 
thought lefs urgent* I have no perfonal 
intimacy with either of you; and I certainly 
differ wiviely with you both concerning the 
principle of coercion, on which law is 
founded. On this ground, I have fome- 
times neceffarily difapproved even parts of 
the aftoniftiing defence you made in fa* 
vour of the profecuted. I think therefore 
I fliall not rationally be fulpefted of an en- 
deavour to beftow unmerited eulogium on 
you. Befidcs, as I have already faid, my 
chief praife will be a recapitulation of fafts* 
When I recollect thefe facts, Iconfcfs the 
accumulated mafs excites in me no fmall 
degree of amazement. Braving the cabals 
of a violent, nunierous, and powerful party, 
whom none but men of fortitude would 
have dared to brave, you began labours 
which, like the afcent of the Alps, as you 
proceeded (hewed that, having climbed 
mountains, you had mountains ftill to 
climb. The notice yoii had was abrupt, 
the cafes each a vaft chaos of darknefs, and 
the iiTue, perhaps in the opinion of both 

Q parties. 
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parties, little lefs than an age of happinefs 
or of mifery to mankind. The ihdi5lment, 
unjuft as it furely was by its complicated 
nature, contained thenamesof twelve men, 
to whofe individual narratives you were 
bound to lifteti ; and not only to exert all 
your faculties to deduce the unmixed truth 
from them, but to divine how you might 
confute and annihilate accufing falfehood. 
You had two lifts of upward of four hun- 
dred perfons, jurymen and witnefl'es, to 
fcrutinize : and by this enormous catalogue 
the lives of your clients and the liberties of 
the nation were to be decided. The cha- 
rafter of every man whofe name it con- 
tained was to be fifted. The prejudices of 
jurymen, as they might be conjectured to 
arife from the nature of their employments, 
declarations, and dependencies, demanded 
fevere inquiry ; and the charslflers, connec- 
tiqnsj and vices of fome of the witneffes, an 
inquiry perhaps ftill more painful, more 
dilgufting, more fevere. Failure in either 
of thefe -elfential points might have been 

deftru6lion 
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deftruftion to the great caufe you had rifen 
to defend. 

The nature of the accufation was ftill 
more confounding. It was a niafs of hete- 
rogeneous facts, vague but perplexing affer- 
tions, and tedious and ftupefying.readings 
and recapitulation. It is now proved that 
there was nothing treafonable in them : but 
their artful and benumbing efFefts you had 
to deftroy, or freedom had to fall. 

To you, Mr. Erfkine, truth requires I 
fhould particularly addrefs myfelf 5 and the 
diftindlion I jknow will give no fmall plea- 
fure to your kind and dignified fcllow-la- 
Ijourer. I faw the tears ftart in his eyes, I 
heard the tremulous finking of his voice, I 
witneflcd the afFe6Vions working in his bo- 
fom, when he attempted, in his eloquent 
and animated fpeech in the defence of Mr. 
Thelwall, to Qxprefs his deep fenfe of your 
virtue. It was a marking trait in his cha- 
rafter, which thofe who know how to 
.eftimate it will not forget. 

He then will moft cordially join with me, 
when I affirm that the intrepidity with 

, 0^2 which 
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v/hich you encountered an embattled hoft 
of Crown lawyers, wliofe angry brows were 
dark as Eri;bus. wh2ri''VEr the Bench above 
them deciv-'ed tl-ittlic {.-ractice of the courts 
was in your favour, was lach as I believe 
no pleadicr in the kingdom could have 
equalled ; that the acmnen with which you 
examined witnefles. Spies I mean and In- 
formers, extracting truth from the black: 
receifes of audacious faliehood, wreftingit- 
forth and dragging it to I'l^ht, was no lefs 
admirable; that the difcrinii>ir>tion with 
which you detected and expcfc^'d, even 
without wounding, the prtvaricntions not 
of hired ruffians but of infatuated and pre- 
judiced men, drew applaufe even from your- 
adverfaries i and that, by your knowledge 
of the human heart, you fo managed the 
witneffes fur thr Crown as to make thefe 
very witneffes prove the injufticc and thq ■ 
falfehood of the charges brought againft 
your clients. Various aie the traits, in the 
courfe of the trials, that mark how emi- 
nently you pofTefs ihe qualities i have at- 
tempted to defcribe. Or.c of thefe I cannot 
forheitr to cite. A frii;pd who heard it, and 
who 
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who IS well ftudied in the heart of man, par- 
ticularly in its great emotions, fpeakingof 
it with tranfpoit has declared that, accom- 
panied by your voice, look, and gefture, it 
was fublime. While examiuiing the Ipy 
Alexander, who had not you detected him' 
might have fworn away the life of Hardy,- 
obferving his downcaft countenance and 
fuddenly interrupting yourfelf, you ex-%' 
claimed — " Look at the Jury, fir ! Don't 
*/ look at me : I have feen enough of 
'' vou !^' 

The exertions of your genius thus far 
were delightful : and, had they ended herev 
would I truft have faved the nation* 
But here they were not to end. Youp 
fpeech in favour of Hardy, at the clofe of 
the evidence for the Crown, was fuch that 
every creature who witnefled it, young and 
old, never mention it in my hearing but 
with rapture. Accompanied as it was by 
that profound fenfe of the magnitude of 
the caufe you had to defend, and by that 
almoft fuper-human energy, for fuch it is 
defcribed to have been, with which its mo- 
mentous confequences infpired you, the 

words 
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words you uttered were engraven on the 
hearts of your hearers ! Their afFedions; 
were expanded, and they glowed, with that 
divine enthuliafm, in the behalf of jufticje, 
which ftrength of feeling and genius like 
yours only could infufe. Sir, you faved 
a nation ; and a nation's tears, a nation's 
bleflings>a nation's love, will follow you to 
the grave ; and there reft, in everlaftingly 
fond remembrance, over your afhes. 

Nor muft I forget that you, fir, were the 
man whofe acutcnefs and genius fitted you 
for thfe momentous oflScej and whofe 
courage alone could refift ohftacles that terrir 
fied minds lefs firm, and propenfities more 
felfilh. Sorry am I to learn that the bar is 
infefted by a mercenary band, who will not 
whifper ^ word in favour of that freedomr 
which thofe who have filk gowns and furw 
red robes to beftow fyftematically difcounte-* 
nance* They fiiun the unprofitable conteft. 
They affirm, and deny, and cringe, and 
cower, and blow hot , and blow cold, as a 
nod from the powers that be fhall indicate j 
obedient and tame for a time, that their turn 
to tyrannize may come. Twelve innocent 
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I 

men might have periftied, nay a Nation 
have perifhed with them, ere one man of 
any ftanding or command at the bar would 
have moved in their defence. You, fir, 
was the only exception- Your patriotifm 
alone was pure enough to difregard per- 
fonal views, and momentary advantage. 
You toiled for a nobler purpofethan to ren- 
der your children the future fatraps of def- 
potifm. Lighted by the torch of Liberty, 
you faw the worfliippers of Mammon forg- 
ing their own fhackles. With a mind too 
^laftic, too independent, too comprehenfive 
to ftoopthus bafely, the fight infpircd you 
with increafing fortitude j and you met the 
feleftlegion of all the Inns and Halls, mar- 
fhalled againft you in dreadful array. They 
advanced upon you, glorying in tlieir num- 
bers ; now man by maij, and now, exafpe- 
rated at repulfe, ruftiing forward in a body; 
you faced and fought them all ; with va- 
lom* unequalled, you fought and conquered* 
Shall I forget the man who fo courageoufly 
imitated - your during ; lefs inured to the 
field, yet eager to (hare your dangers ! If I 
do, may my right hand forget her cunning! 

He 







f- 



•-^ 



( 128 ) 

He participated your toils, he was yoiir 
brother in anxiety antj zeal ; and, in lo- 
gical deduftion and clofe reafoning, furely 
.not your inferior* If he did not imperioufly 
reign over the fenfations, he comnianded 
the aflent of the underftanding. He, like 
you, had to repel the poifoned arrows of 
law ; and of law itfelf you mutually made 
a fhield, by which its terrors were averted^ 
What fhall I fay ? How fhall I addrefs 
you ? Poflcfled of a people's love, a peo- 
ple fnatched by your aid and the fortitude 
of a few from the brink of flavery, how 
fhall an individual exprefs his fenfe of your 
virtues and your worth ? Gentlemen, the 
triumph you gained*and the applaufe be- 
flowed upon you was heartfelt, and little 
lefs than univerfal. But it was not mo- 
mentary. No ! Ages to come fliall re- 
found with its acclamations ! They will be 
heard everlaftingly : at leaft while the ac- 
tions of men as they are fliall continue to 
intereft men as they muft be. 

Thomas Holcroft. 
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I. 

A FTER the -examination of the fuppofed confpiratprs 
before the Privy Council, I was informed that fome; 
of them h^4 been queftioned concerning me, and that 
their teftimony had been the truth. One of thefe \ 
knew was Mr. Sharp ; and being convinced when thq 
trial of Mn Home Tooke w^s ov^r, it was then impof-*'' 
iible for CqnftnwStive Treafon to make any farther at- 
(empts upoa me, ^^nd forefe^ing that I ihouldbe called 
^p to be acquitted without trial, I wiftied to deliver th^ 
^ddrefs which is inferted in this narrative. That it 
might produce its full effeft, I was defirous of p^o-^ 
curing the moft authentiq documents. Thi^ occ^iloii^f 
ed pne to write the following note : 

* Mr. Holcroft prefents his compliments to. "M-T* 
Sharp— ^There is a rumour that he and others are to 
be called up and acquitted on Mojiday : requefts hinj 
jtherefore, or ratlaer conjures him, as he loves .th« 
cayfe of freedom^ to furnjfh him with a corre<4 
ftatement of the evidence he g^ye, immediately, and> 
if poBible by the bearer. If Mr. Sharp know any 
other perfon who gave evidence before the Privy 
Council concerning Mr. Holcroft, Ik will he great- 
ly Qblige4 if he will inform him* ^ * 

♦ Npigate, Kov. igth, at noon, 1794.' 

R To 
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To this the anfwer fubjoined was returned ; which 
having quoted in part, it is neceflary 1 ihould infert in-^ 
tire. 

* Copy from my teftimony, which I figned at tho 

* Privy Cooncil.'— — " The Society for Conftitutional 
*< Information adjourned and left the Delegates in the 
" room: the moft gentlemanlike perfon (of the Corre- 
^ fponding Society) took the chaic, and talked about 
** an equal reprcfentation of the people, and putting an 
** end to war. Holcroft talked about the powers of 
** the human mind." * This is the whole that I fign- 

* ed. The particulars I remember of that converfation 
< are I believe nearly as follow : Mr. Holcroft talked 
^ a great deal about peace ; of his being againft any 

* violent or coercive means, that were ufually reforted 

* to againft our fellow-creatures ; urged the more 

* powerful operation of philofophy and reaifon, to 

* convince man of his errors ; and faid, that he would 

* difarm his greateft enemy, by thufe means, and op- 

* pofe his fury. — Spoke alfo about truth being power- 
' ful, &c. &c. and gave advice to the above effed to 
« the Delegates prefent, who all feemed to agree, as no 

* perfon prefent oppofed his arguments. This conver- 

* fation lafted better than ap hour, and we departed. 

* The next time the Delegates met, Holcroft was not 
^ prefent. This is the fubftance of what I remember 

* of that converfation. 

* Before the Grand Jury, I mentioned Mr. Hoi- 

* croft's difpolition and comverfation when we met, 

* about reafoning men out of their errors. He was a 
^ fort of natural quaker^ and vras fo^ the peaceable 

*mean^ 
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^ means that philofophy and reafon pointed out, to 
convince mankind. He was againft violence of all 
Icinds ; but did not believe in the fecret impulfes of 
the Spirit, like the Quakers. 

* I think it neceflary to acquaint my friend Hoi* 
croft, that notice will be taken (to oppofe my tefti- 
mony) of the words that pafled at my houfe, when I 
was in cuftody, between the officer and Holcroft — ^of 
his telling the man he was a liar ; it was an impudent 
lie; \yhich occafloned, I underftand, two men being 
placed over me the next day, they conceiving it a de- 
fign on our part to afFront the man, to produce vio- 
lence, and favour my efcape. This I believe will be 
urged by the Counfel for the Crown, to dcP^roy my 
evidence in Holcroft's favour. Holcroft muft pro-, 
cure other perfons, who have heard him reprobate 
war and violence, and oppofe truth, reafon, and phi- 
lofophy. I believe Tooke, Godwin, and^Adams^ 
muft remember converfations to that efFedl. 

« W. Sharp.' 

The anfwer to the laft paragraph may be feen, in 

my letter to the Attorney General. I ihall only add, 

.that I very fincerely difapprove the word liar, or any 

other word which has an aggravating tendency ; and 

that, if the occafion on which I ufed that word did not 

juftify the acjtion, I wifh it to meet all the cQpfure it 

deferves. I have confcientioully related the motive^ 

With which it was ufed by me, 

The following cilrious documents w^re cominu* 
lucated to me, by a gentleman whofe accuracy and 

R 2 pcrfpicuity 
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perfpicuitjr in dating fa£ts have been eminendy bene"' 
ficial to the caufe of reform^ and to whom the Nation 
.is highly indebted for the very eilentiai part he took in 
drav^ring up the ftate of the reprefentation of England 
and Wales, which was publifhedj^y the Society of the 
Friends of the People. In the following .Defence^ I 
have endeavoured to give a iketch of the corruptions 
of Parliament, and have offered i^ome conje£tures on 
the oligarchical organization which, if not prevented, 
is likely to refult. The annexed documents contain 
enumerations pointedly in favour of my whole argu- 
ment. The power of the Crown can only countera6t 
the influence of the Peerage by fwelling its lill. The 
Commons is proved to be the creature of their own 
creating. By weakening each other, they muft fall ; 
and from their downfall a new order of things muft in 
ibme form or other arife, (hould the prefent pertina* 

« 

cious ifeiiftance to innovation, that is to a change for 
the better, be continued. 



I. 

At the King's acceillon, the total number of the 
Peerage (exclufive of Princes of the Blood, 
Bifhops, and Scotch Peers) was - - 172 

At the prefent day it is - - - - 23b 

Increafe (being above a founh part of the whole) 58 

From the year 2700 to the year 1761, the total 
number of new Peers created (exclufive of 
Princes, Peereffes, and Lords called up by fum- 
mons) was - - ^ - - - 87 

Froia 



From the year 1761 to the year 17^5, the total 
number of mw Peers created (fubjeS to t]ie " 
fame exceptions as above) was - *■ ^ 87' 

His prefent Majefty therefore has, created as 

many Peers, hi thirty- four years, as his three pre- 

deeeffors did, in a peripd of almoft twice the 

length ! 

The total number of Peers created, fince the year 
1700, is - . . - ^ . . jy 

Of which number there have been created fince 
1783 00 lefs than ■>,,,... 

In other words, in about a ninth part of the time 
Mr. Pitt has created 2^ fourth part of the num- 
ber: or, comparing the number created by 
Mr. Pitt (44) with the total created in the pre- 
fent reign (87) it appears that he has induced 
his Majcfty to create more in eleven years than 
his predeceflbrs in office could induce him to 
create in twenty^three I 

4- 
With refpea to the eledion influence pofleffed by 

the Hou/e of Lords, it appears by the Report of the 

Friends of the People to be as follows : 

(N. B. This Report, having been publiflied nearly 
three years^without being profecuted, anfwered, or even 
contradidied, and the fubftance of it ftanding upon the 
Journals of the Houfe of Commons, mzty now be fairly 
quoted as authentic in point oi faSfs.) 
Seventy-eight Peers return members to fervc in 

Parliament. - - ^ « . » 172 

Of 
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Of vi^ich ninnber the Peers created in the prefent '. 

reign return --.*.--.- ^8 

The progrefs of this encroachment will appear 
more alarming when it is flated that 
The Peers created during eleven years, ending in 

i;^72, return to Parliament ' - - - fr 
The Peers created during eleven years, ending in 

1783, return to Padiaraent - - - ^ 

The Peers created during eleven yeai 5, ending in 

J 7 94, return to Parliament - - "33 

N. B, This IS exclufive of the members returned by 
l?cotch Peers who have been created Englifh Peers. I 
apprehend the number to be at lead 10 ; but I never 
could get a return of the Patronage in Scotland. The 
late creation of Peeis and their patronage is included in 
the above, taken from what in the Report of the Fiicnus 
of the People is called the Patronage of Commoners. 

5- 

The total number of the prefent Houfe of Lords, 

after deducing Minors and Catholics, who have 
no votes, is ----- . 261 

Of this number 
H::ve been put into the Houfe of Lords by hi* 
prefent Majefty, in the conftitutioual and necef- 
fary exercife of his prerogative, 

Archbifhop* - - ' -• *' - ^ 

Bifliops •-*.--- 23 

Princes of the Blood, made Peers' by the King, 

according to long eftabliflied cuftom, •• - 4 

Hereditary Englifh Peers who belong to his Ma* ^ ' 

jelly's houfehold - - - - - - I? 

" Hereditary 
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IJcreditaty Englifli Peers who belong to the 

Prince of Wales's houfehold * - - j^ 
Hereditary Englilh Peers who belong to her Ma- 

jefty's houfehold - - .^ - "3 

Hereditary Englifli Peers,, who hold great offices 

during pleafure under the King - - 8 

'EleSfed by the Scotch Peers, the majority of whom 

are notoriouily under influence - - i6 

' Have been put. into the Houfe of Lords by the 

King, and are not included in the above - 57 
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Therefore 13a of the prefent Houfe of Lqrds do 
not fall under the defcription of hereditary and 
independent. It appears from* the above, that 
the hereditary Peers not holding places amount 
only to - - - - J2J 

Leaving thofe named hy the Kingj deputed by the 
Scotch Peers y or influenced by the Crown, in a 
majority of - - - -.- "3 

N. B. In the preceding taMe, the fons of Peers cre- 
ated by his prefent Majefty, are confldered as Heredi- 
tary Noblemen. With refpeft to the number of Here- 
ditary Peers holding places, or enjoying penfioas, I 
have no doubt that it might be very confidtrabiy in- 
creafed ; but as to flicw any majority was fufficient 
for my purpofe, I have not been anxious about it. 



A©VER- 



ADVERTISEMENT- 

PVHILE imprifoned in Newgate^ though 
thoroughly perfuaded 1 fhould never be tried^ 
I yet thought it a very ferious duty to prepare 
for my Defence. That which follows wds 
accordingly written during my confinement ^ 

» 

andjhould be read under the fuppofition that 
tb^ trial had proceeded^ the witnejfes had 
been heard ^ and that the pleadings of my coun^ 
fel were fnijhed j for under this fuppofition 
it was compofed. 



Newman-ftreet, 
Jan. 25th, 1795. 
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DEFENCE. 



The Crime of which I here ftand accufed 
I confider as one of the higheft which 
man can commit. It is the crime of medi- 
tating and confpiring to have recourfe to 
•arms and violence : a crime that has the 
great eft tendency to inflame multitudes^, de- 
prive them of reafon, and excite them to all 
the horrors of war; which is a ftatethe moft 
deftru(5livc and the moft unnatural to man. 
I truft the Court and the Jury, therefore, 
will afford me a patient and an attentive 
hearing, while I endeavour to ftiew the ex- 
treme injuftice that has been done mej 
that I may be reftored to fociety without 
being deprived of any part of that utility 
which Jfo intimately depends on a character 

s -*unim- 
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unimpeachable, and a mind aduated b]^ 
virtuous intention. 

r 

Points of Law have aheady been moft 
ably argued j and, if they had not, my ftu- 
dies have not qualified me to treat of Law 
in the detail. It is voluminous, complex, 
and contradiflory. Either I miftake, or, it 
is the very oppofite to the fimple uniformity 
of Juftice. And here it is my duty to re- 
mind you. Gentlemen of the Jury, that the 
very effence of your office is to confider the 
Juftice, I fay, the Jullice of this and of every 
cafe that comes before you 5 and. whenever* 
Law is contrary to Juftice, ftudioufly to 
preferve your minds untainted by its per- 
plexities, and unbiafTed by its dogmas, t 
have much to fay ; but, remembering that 
not only my life but thclives of all future 
men to whom this cafe fhall be brought as 
a; precedent are at ftake, I am perfuaded. 
you will not think the duty of Jiftening^ 
to my exculpation too fevere. Arraigned 
thus folemnlyi^ my defence againft a charge 
of fo deep a dye muft be no lefs folemn. 

It is the nature of accufation to alarm all 

focietyii 
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foclety, and render the individual accufed 
tmiverfally fufpedled. The benevolence he 
ufed to meet is fled from every face^ he is 
avoided ; the fweets of focial intercourfe. arc 
denied; his fundlions are fufpended, his 
utility is cut off, and his moral exiflence, 
the power of doing good, is always pal- 
iied, and often deltroyed. 

The effeds of accufation, at this moment,, 
are ten-fold pernicious. The prefent <;rifi« 
has produced a degree of acrimony between 
contending parties, that is pregnant with 
mifchief : acrimony unexampled perhaps 
fince the profcribing days of Sylla and Cacr 
jfar. How is thi$ defolating fpirit to be apr 
peafed ? Can it be by accufation, rafhly 
made, obftinatcly continued, and, I will not 
fay profecuted with malignity, but, I muft 
fay profecuted by all the Qiethods which 
jnen have been acpuftomed to ^Icribe to 
that odious principle ? What is it, at thif 
fearful moment, that prompts and precipi- 
tates men to violence ? Violence that per- 
haps may blind them tg an approaching 
iQafs of mifery; and rendering t^hcm furious, 

s 2 may 
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may plunge them in that frantic and pell- 
mell deftru6lion which we all deprecate, all 
dread, and all abhor ? It is his fatal fpirit 
sof acrimony : a fpirit which rafhnefs engen- 
dered, paffion has envenomed, and mutual 
obftinacy renders mutually atrocious. 
- Gentlemen, thefe are tremendous times! 
This is a tremendous occafion ! And an 
unjuft fentence will be followed by tre- 
mendous confequenccs ! Not on account 
of perfonal worth ; for individuals, taken 
feparately, are but infefts ; on each of 
^vhich Power might fet its foot,* and de- 
clare them noxious from the want of lei- 
fure and inclination to ftudy their ufe. No: 
it is becaufe fuchunjuft decifions tend to in- 
creafe that unrelenting animofity, that fa- 
vage hatred, which already rages in the pub- 
lic mind. 

For my own part, Gentlemen, I will not 
merely contend that I am innocent, but 
that I have aimed at being highly virtu- 
ous* For this piirpofe, I have two prin- 
cipal points to prove: 
' I . That I was adluated by peaceful mo- 
tives : was the enemy offeree ; and, confe- 

quently 
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qucntljr, did not cotnpafs or imagine the 
death of the King, or of any human being. 
This will prove me guiltlcfs of the black 
charge brought againft me. 

2. That it is the duty of every man, who 
perceives the mifchicfs refulting from the 
prefent ftate of reprefcntatioii, to endeavour 
to effect a reform -, and you all know, Gen-^ 
tlemen, that a confcientious difchargeof 
duty is the refult of fentiments of virtue. 

I know no method that will fo effeflually 
convince you how fincerely I am the friend 
of benevolence, and the enemy of coercion,^ 
or force, as by detaihng the fa6ls and argu-' 
ments by .which I have myfelf been con- 
vinced : nor can 1 by any other means fo 
fatisfadtorily prove to you how unequivo- 
cally I am a friend to reform, as by remind-^ 
ing you of what the prefent ftate of repre- 
fcntation in this kingdom is, and what arc 
its CQCSifequences. To thefe points then 1 
once more entreat your patient^ ftrift, and 
confcientious attention. 

1 fhall begin with coercion: and, as I flaall 
have frequent occafipn.to ufe the term, I re- 

queft 
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qucft you, Gentlemen, carefully torecoUe6V 
that, by coercion, I mean that force which 
obliges a man to a6t or fufFer without the 
confent, and contrary to the deciiion, of his 
tmderftanding. 

No man I imagine will or can approve 
coercion, unlefs it be to countera6l or pie- 
vent crime. We have therefore to enquire, 
what is crime ? 

. Crime is unjuft intention carried into ef- 
feft. 

It is the nature of crime to begin with in-^ 
dividuals, but to expand and communicate 
to the whole. To injur? one m^n is to give 
an example of injury to all men : violence 
produces violence; andafirft viceis followed 
by a train of vices, the contagion of which 
quickly infefts the whole community. 

It is likewife the nature of crime to injiire^ 
him by whom it is committed. It renders 
him fufpefled, dreaded^ and odious ;. atid he 
can only be countenanced in proportion as 
the wicked example i^c gives is followed ; 
that is, by an increafeof danger to himfelf 
and all mankinds If the injury of which he 
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is guilty be returned with excefs, wc arc 
then accuftomed by comparifon to exone- 
rate him 5 though in reality his crime is in- 
creafed a hundred fold : for, while of two or 
two millions of crimes his may appear to be 
the leaft, it is more fatal than any of thofe 
of which it is the origin. All the crimes of 
a deftru£tive war originate with him who 
&T& conceived that war. 

Selfifhnefs is emphatically the chara6leri(i^ 
tic of crime : for the miflaken man, who 
does a wrong aci: with a view to the good of 
others and without a retroipe6t to his own, 
is certainly ailing from virtuous intention, 
Suppoiing his aclion to be baneful, his 
mind has the attribute of virtue. 

Since therefore the feliifh criminal com- 
mits the greateft injury againft himfelf, 
whom he intended to benefit, and the dif- 
interefted criminal is in like manner adt- 
ing under miftake, it follows that all crime 
18 error of the underftanding. 

Crime therefore is ignorance : which is 
the abfence or want of knowledge. Confer 
quently, and this is one of the mod import- 

tant 



C M4 ) 

ant of truths, knowledge is the folc means 
by which crime can be prevented. . 

If this reafoning be juft, it follows that to 
attempt to prevent crime by coercion is an 
error of the underflandlng : or, in other 
words, is itfelf alfo crime. 

This may be elucidated by an inquiry in- 
to the nature and confequences of punifti- 
ment : which is one of the moft important 
-branches of coercion. 

Punifhment is the inflidlion of pain and 
difgrace; generally fpeaking, either by the 
•permiflion or at the inftigation of fociety ; 
fometimes purpofing to reform the criminal, 
and at others not ; for criminals are fre- 
quently put to death ; but always with an 
intent to prevent crime. 

That to punifli a man for being virtuous 
would be to commit injuftice needs no 
proof. Punifhment therefore can only con- 
cern itfelf with real or fuppofed crime. 

It has already been proved thatall crime 
is error of the undcrftanding : and> that. 

Knowledge is the fole means by which 
crime can be prevented. By knqwlege is 

here 



( 145 ) 

here underftood moral knowledge 5 or the 
communication of thofe fafts which teach 
men to generate happinefs and prevent mi- 
iery. The more we examine the confe- 
tjuenc6S of punifhment, the more we (hall 
be convinced how incapable it is of com- 
municating this kind of knowledge. 

Had punifhment been anefie6lual means 
for preventing crime, as foon as punifh- 
ment had been begun crime muft have been 
an the decreafe. 

This efFe^ however is not produced ; for 
iheri coritinue, from the introduction of pu- 
liifhmeht to the prefent hour, to be impri- 
foned, pilloried, whipped, and hanged. 

Feai^, f alfehood, revenge, and defperation 
are the vices which punifliment produces 5 
arid even reverigfe aiid defperation are not 
i^o deftru£tive ^s fear and falfehood. 

Fear confufes, diftrafts, and debili- 
tated the miiid. To prevent crime, we 
muft communicate knowledge. Now the 
thing moft efferitial for the acquirement of 
knowledge is that the mind fhould be cle^r, 

and uridifturbed i and, for the priaflice of 
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the virtues taught by knowledge, that it 
fhould poflefs fortitude. 

With refpeft to the praflice of falfehood» 
it teaches man not only to conceal from 
others, but from himfelf, his various devia- 
tions from redhude; and the more fuc- 
cefsfully he pracSlices this deceit, the more 
audacious and enterprizing he becomes. 
Let us once more appeal to experience for 
proof. 

What are the efFeds of punifhrnent ? 
What but inevitably to create a fchool for 
the exercife of the arts of falfehood j where 
the hiftory of its tranfa6lions is read witb 
delightj'and repeated for the encouragement 
and inftru6lion of eveiy novice ? Each tal» 
has its hero -, arduous taiks are undertaken i 
confequences are forefeen, and guarded a- 
gainft s fortitude and prefence of mind, for 
.the perpetration of crime, arecherifhed^and 
rendered habitual % and plans, connedled,. 
daring; and fuccefsful, are laid, by which 
their authors, with only a fmall change of 
circumflances, would have gained immor- 
tal fanxe. Such feminaries are our common 
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jtail« ; anti fuch are the heroes they daily 
produce^ and daily deliver up, to men paid 
and autherized to inflict on them varieties 
of difgrace, punilhment, and death. When 
i man, from the perverfity of his under- 
ftanding, has committed his firft crime, he 
is immediately fent to prifon, according to 
law : that is, Law dooms him to the fociety 
of men, whofe undcrftandings are in a ftill 
more perverted ftate than his own. Law^ 
which is emphatically ftiled the wifdopi of 
ages, does this ! How would common-fenfe 
act ? Common-feiife would inftantly cqn- 
fign the crinninal to the fuperintendence 
and admonition of the wifeft and moft vir- 
tuous men the nation could boaft. Men 
capable of great crimes are, almoft without 
exception, men of extraordinary energy 
and enterprize 3 and fuch men, thus bene- 
volently treated and inftructed, would be- 
come as active and indefatigable, in good, 
as they had been daring and reftlefs in evil. 
The criminal would be transformed to the 
fage. Yet even this pernicious practice 
of the law is outdone by the law, A man 
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need not be criminal to bfi fcnt to prifon ; 
he need only be accufcd : and, however in- 
nocent he may enter, he muft have more 
than common virtue if he do not come 
out guilty. Such is coercion, fuch is pu- 
nilhment. 

Punifhment therefore is inefficient : it 
cannot extirpate crime : this can only be 
cffe^ecj by the communication of know- 
ledge. Hence, 

It is the duty of mankind to inftrufl: but. 

It is the pradtice of mankind to punlfh. 

To inftrupt is to increafe the well being 
di fociety* 

To punifh is to increafe the mifery of 

-fociety. 

But. the mod pernicious confequence 
that refiilts to fociety is the following : 

Injuftice is of a nature fo deftruiftiye to. 
welj bping, that men cannot endure it, with- 
oyt endeavours to provide agajioft it ia 
future. Now, by fubftituting a falfe mode 
of correction, puqiflimcnt, they have Ipft 
fight of the true mode, knowledge j and 
thus they have loft what would have, b^en 

an 
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an inceffant motive with them to propagate 
that very tiling itfelf, knowledge, by which 
alone their well bein g can be iecured and 
improved. 

The contradi6tions that fpring from the 
fyftem of violence are endlefs. In one and 
the fame breath the moralifl: recommends 
lincerity and fecrccy i thoughnotwo things 
can be mor^ incompatible with and deftruc- 
tive of each other. He clafies them among 
the moA eminent virtues; though one of 
them cannot but be a pernicious vice, for 
they are oppoiites in the extreme. Where 
fecrecy is fincerity cannot be : and where 
fincerity is fecrecy can have no exiftence. 
Nothing can be more demoriftrable; for, tQ 
ipeak with perfedt fincerity there muft be 
no referve : but, if only a part of the truth 
be told, a part muft be referved : therefore 
to fpeak only a part of the truth is nQt to 
{peak with perfect fincerity. 

The virtue of habitual fincerity is eafily^ 
proved : for^ all men are agreed that to pre- 
vent ii^iiftice is a virtue •• now, injufticft 
cwnot be committed till it be firft.con(:ejvcd 
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in thought : therefore, to conceal thought 

m 

is to conceal that by which the means Cff 
preventing injuftice would be moft effec- 
tually fupplied. 

How contrary to this is the coercive 
principle of law ; which prohibits, by pains 
and penalties, the publication of thought ! 
Like an odious and a wicked tyrant, it po- 
niflies feditious writings 5 nay, more, feifi- 
tious words: that is, it impofes, under painiJ 
and penalties, a fyftem of lying/ or flip* 
j>rcffing the genuine Yentiments of our 
mind ; and thus the moft pernicious of all 
vice J is eftabl idled, by law, a part of our 
education. Thus men, if they, have erro- 
neous opinions, are forbidden that which 
alone can procure a remedy for this worft 
cf difeales 5 and thus the venom of falfe*- 
hoed, being forcibly pent up in the mind, 
Iks rankling there; till it burfts forth with 
fuch peftUential virulence as not only to de-^ 
ftroy its parent but to infeft all fociety. 

The farther we purfue thcfe inquiries tlm 
aiore we (hall be convinced that puniih- 
tKTit is the foe of knowledge 5 is deftruc- 
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tive of liberty j is incompatible with j\x£* 
tice J andthatit engenders crime, multiplier, 
mifery, and murders intellect and its ener- 
gies according to law. 

Gentlemen) what I have faid is but a 
feeble fketch of this defolating principle ; 
which I cannot contemplate without (hud- 
dering at the mifchief it produces, and 
feeling how totally inadequate not only my 
powers but thofe of any exifting being are 
to detail its black and bloody annals. It is 
fcy relieving my heart of this opprefllve 
load, by attempting to flic w men how mife* 
rabjy they are miftaken, and by zealous 
and inceffant endeavours to-perfuade them 
to benevolence, that I have fo wounded 
thdr prejudices as to have fubjeftcd myfelf 
to the foul charge with which I here ftand 
disfigured, and at iffue for life or death. 
ph could I but worthily treat the grand ' 
fyftem of Benevolence for which I con- 
tend, could I but call to your recollection 
the innvmcrable fa6ls, with which you are 
^11 acquainted, that demonftrate its power 
•f incrcafin^ the hiappinefs of man, I fliould 
. . then 
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then indeed rejoice at the opportunity now 
tffbrded me ; and, wholly difregarding per^ 
Ibnal danget, Ihould exult in being the or-, 
gan of Truth and the benefaftor of the 
human race. Unequal however as I feel 
myfelf to a fubjeft fo gigantic, I feel with 
ftill fuperior force that it is my duty to ex- 
ecute the talk to the beft of my ability. I 
ftiall endeavour therefore to difcover what 
true benevolence is, to trace its cohfequea- 
ces, and to demon ftrate their reality. 

Benevolence is the very oppofite of 
crime : it is juft intention carried into ef- 
feft. 

I am well aware how ftrenuoufly the 
advocates for coercion contend that pu-* 
nifhment is benevolent ; and that punifh^ 
tnent itfelf is, juft intention carried in- 
to effeft. I truft I have already proved 
the falfity of this affertion ; which, if falfe, 
is rendered fatal by being fuppofed to be 
true 5 for, were it not fo fuppofed, it could 
not be endured. Extending the inquiry 
a little farther, we are obliged to afk what 
is puniihment, but the infliction of pain ? 
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I 

And does any human being, while fufFer- 
ing pain, contemplate the benevolence of 
that agent who is exerclfing himfelf in in- 
flifting pain ? The ftroke of the axe, that fe- 
vers the head from the body,certainly brings 
no fuch convi6lion : as little does the lafh of 
the whip ; or the locks, bolts, and bars, that 
prevent the emaciated and life-weary pri- 
foner from partaking of that air and exer- 
cife which would reftore him to health, 
freedom, and well being. 

The infli£^ion of pain, it is iaid^ induces 
the patient to recolle6l and deeply fix in his 
memory the miftakcs which occafionedpu- 
nifhment ; and, that he may avoid pain, he 
will carefully avoid miftake. This is a 
ftrange error ; for it fuppofes that the lafh 
of the whip actually docs communicate 
knowledge, Otherwife, how is a man 
whipped fenabled better to avoid miftake, 
in future, than he was before he was whip- 
ped ? The law indeed includes the abfur- 
dity of fuppofing that all men are fully in- 
formed of all crimes, their tendency, and 
extent. If it did not, its tyranny would 
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be hateful even to thofe who at prefotit mofi: 
tenacioufly affert its bet)ignity. To prove 
the error of this fiction would belofs of time* 
So voluminous and complex is law that no 
learned profeflbr in this court, in this king-; 
dom, or that ever exifted, can remember 

4 

its contents : fo perplexed are its precepts 
that they are for ever varying : and fo felf- 
contradictory are its precedents that they 
have deflroyed all certainty; and advo- 
cates the moft able, judges thfe nioil up^ 
right, and juries the moft confcientious, 
when once entangled in its intricacies^ ar^ 
in continual danger of exonerating the vi- 
cious, and condemniTig the guiltlefs. Why- 
is this High Court now folemnly affenibled ? 
Oh mifery to be remembered ! This High 
Court is now fitting, robed in all its.folem- 
nities and all its terrors, not to try me and 
my fellow victims to this fyftem of C9nfti7 
fion according to any definite and alreg?Jy 
declared principle j but, to make an exr 
pejiment on the perplexities which, Star 
tut€ Law, Precedent Law, and Conftruc- 
tive Law fo amply afford ! And on this 
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* 

totfen thread hav^ the lives of twelve men, 
for days, and wpeks, and months, been 
pending^ If this be juftice, if this be be- 
nevolence, if this be not the moft violent 
exercife of the fundamentally erroneous 
fyftem of coercion, I muft then confefs my- 
felf utterly ignorant of that juftice, that 
benevolence, virhich I had propofed to my- 
ielf as the grand guides of human aflion. 
Gentlemen, I have already had and fhatl 
again have occafion, in the courfe of my 
defence, to point out abufes that feem fo 
incorporated in fbciety that to deftroy them 
will perhaps appear to involve the deftruc- 
tion of fociety itfelf. Of thefe radical 
abufes, coercion is the chief j and law, co- 
ercion, and puniftiment, we find to be all 
parts of a common lyftem. Now, though 

* « • » 

I hope I have demonftrated to you that 
where law, where coercion, where punifli- 
ment is mifery muft be \ yet, I fufpe6l 

« 

that, in thought, you have afked, with 
ttirror mingled perhaps with contempt, 
^* What ! would you throw open the prifon 
" doors, and let'loole a torrent of villains, 
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^' robbers, and murderers ? Is that your be- 
" nevolent your wife advice ?'* — I anfwer. 
No : and for this plain reafon ; becaufc 
mankind, inftead of poffeffing the energy 
and virtue neceflary to adopt fuch a plan^ 
would deem him a madman by whom it 
fhould be propofed. "But I conjure man- 
kind to examine the principle ; and, if 
punifhment be an evil, to keep this princi- 
ple continually in view, by which they will 
be prevented from making new laws for 
the infii<5ling of new pains and penalties ; 
and will be prompted to repeal the old^ as 
expeditioufly as the ftate of public inftruc- 
tion will render it fafe. Yes, Gentlemen, 
I requeft you will remember that this is the 
whole which the reform here infilled on re- 
quires* I requeft you to keep in mind that 
however far the principles may progrcf- 
lively lead, I infift only on following them, 
now or at any time, ta the limits which 
the wifeft men of the nation fhall deem to 
be fecure. Do not call me a vifionary, or 
an enthufiaft, becaufe I affirm that happi^ 
nefs begets happinefs ; that a firft good 
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teslds to a fecond, a fecond to a third, a 
third to a fourth, and fo on everlaftihgly* 
Examine whether the principles for which 
I contend be true ; and, if they be, follow 
truth as far as you can diftinftly perceive 
it, and clearly comprehend its operations. 
Do not fear that fuch a diipofition (hould 
lead you aftray. 

To proceed : What is the juft inten- 
tion in which benevolence confifls ; and 
Jiow is it carried into efteft ? The juft in- 
tention which conftitutes benevolence is to 
increafe the well-being of man j and, in- 
ftead of inflicting, to relieve him from pain. 
The mode of efFe£ling this intention is by 
attentively inquiring into the nature and 
caufe of fufFering : by alleviating it with 
every imaginable remedy; and by that 
afluaging confolation which a kind heart 
and an intelligent mind alone can afford. 
How efFe6):ual is this lenient balm ! How 
eager is the criminal, who by his miftakes 
has involved himfelf in fuffcrings, to be 
relieved after this method ! How does he 
revere, how love the hand that adminifters 
relief 1 There is not a man on earth whofe 

plea- 
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heart is fo depraved as not to dilate with 
pleafure, under the exertions and influence 
of enlightened benevolence. It is welcomed 
by the fooliih and the wife, the wicked and 
the good. Nature is only lovely under its 
aufpices, and man is never fo confcious of 
bis capacity for virtue as when his heart 
teems with benevolence. 

For my own part, here I fland : the dag- 
ger is drawn, the arm uplifted, andtheftroke 
aimed at my heart. Is it any want of bene- 
volence to endeavour to aiTcft the blow F 
What matters it to me, whether the aflaffin 
be a real being, or that imaginary murderer 
tbeLaw? That phantom^ under whofe form 
a hue and cry is raifed to hunt me to perdi^ 
tion. And what kind i>{ man is it that is 
dragged to the ftake, and furrounded with 
the inflammable faggots of Sufpicion, Falfe 
Alarm, and atrocious Calumny ? Is it one 
who is a friend to the force of arms ? A 
preacher of violence ? An inftigator to civH 
war ? No ; it is* a tnan whofe words and 
actions have been uniformly andftrenuoufly 
combined to propagate peace : a man wha, 
not with the cant of hired hypocrify, but 

from 
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from the deep convi(5tion of principle, has 
been warning men againft the horrors of 
that fpirit of perfecution and hatred into 
which he faw all parties fo eager to plunge. 
Yes, from deep rooted long meditated 
principle, Benevolence has been my fyftem. 
An undeviating unihaken friend to reform^ 
or I Ihould not now have held my life in 
jeopardy; but profoundly convinced that 
every a£l of force, or violence^ is contrary 
to reform s contrary to general and indivii- 
dual happinefs ; and big with deftruction 
to its agents of all parties > the ftumbling 
block of all ages> and to renjove which it 
is the duty of all men. to exert every ^fa^^' 
culty of the foul. 

. Should doubts flill be entertained of the 
truth of thefe principles, I have only to re- 
mark that I imagine it cannot be that you, 

9 

Qentlenaen of the Jury, fliould not perceive 
at prefent how deeply I, at leaftj am con- 
vinced of their folidity. I will then leave 
it with your own confciences how far it is 
poflibk for a man holding thefe principles, 
incefiantly promulgating them as I have 
done, and in the general tenor of my actions 
regulating my conduct by them,tocompars 

or 
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or imagine the death of the king and its 
confeqtiences: an aft which I never did 
nor ever cian imagine j which, for the rea- 
fons already given, I hold in utter abomi- 
nation; and which rather than compafs 
myfelf, or connive at in others, if I had a 
thoufand lives I would fufFer a thoufand 
deaths* 

The principles I have developed, and the 
witnefTes whofe examination you have heard 
in proof that I have long held and long 
a£led upon thefe principles, cannot I think 
but befufHcient to convince you, Gentlemen 
of the Jury, that not the moft minute taint 
of treafbn can attach itfelf to me. But this 
is not fufficient, I fcek to be ufeful to man^ 
kind ? a large portion of whom will imagine 
that, though not guilty of treafon, 1 have 
been meddling in matters that do not con- 
cern me. An opinion of this kind has in- 
duced men, who cannot but be wholly unac- 
quainted with my character and conduft, to 
calumniate me in various ways. TheNewf- 
papers, commonly called minifterial, have 
heaped obloquy on me and my writings ; 
which, however great may be my miftake^ 
or theirdefefts^haveconftantlyhad the good 

of 
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of mankind for their objcft* Thefe preju- 
dices have purfued me in public and in pri- 
vate ; to the Theatre, to the CpunciUchaih- 
ber, to Prifon, and to Judgment. Yes, Gen-^ 
tlemen, fince I have been in prifon, various 
newfpapcrs, by various means, have endeia- 
voured to excite or keep alive thofe prejudi- 
ces agdinft me which party fpirit alone could 
generate. Gentlemen, I fhould not notice 
fuch trifling, fuch miflaken and immoral at- 
tempts to traduce me, but that you may 
perceive how neceiTary it is that a man, ill 
iny fituation, (hould come forth, after a trial 
thus folemn, unlpotted and fully reftored 
tOrhis former utility. Yes, thus awfully 
called upon, it becomes me to aiTert, and 
c(»ifequently to prove, that I am fomething 
more than innocent ; and that I am noWi 
have been, and, if juftice be done me, again 
fliall be, a£lively virtuous. This inevitably 
requires me to detail to this court, and to 
the kingdom, what have been my reafons 
for concurring with and aiding thofe men 
who have endeavoured to obtain a reform 

of parliament. 
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, Why arc. my powers thus feeble ? Can 
it be that the (ingle word Parliament will 
not excije in you all thofe fenfations which 
have fo often rent my bofom, at the fore- 
fight of evils which fuch a fyftem, if not 
timely, peaceably, and confcientioufly pu- ^ 
rified, muft produce ? Gentlemen, by the 
love of your children, relations, and friends^ 
by the love of your country, by the love of 
the human race, I conjure you to liften 
patiently, attentively, and I again repeat 
confcientioufly, to the momentous truths 
I am about to ftate. The trumpet of alarm 
has been founded againft reformers. Hear 
what reformers have to fay in their owa . 
defence. 

It is a faft. Gentlemen, of public no- 
toriety, that a fociety called the Friends of 
the people j a fociety fo honoured in its 
members and fo refpeftable for its patri- 
otic and peaceful exertions that detra6tion 
has fcarcely ventured to tax its purity; I 
fay, it is well known that this fociety, af- 
ter a laborious fcrutiny that will for ever 
be honourably recorded in the annals of 

this 
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this country, drew up and publiftied a State 
of the Reprefentation of England and 
Wales. On this authority they founded 
a petition, at once firm; decorous, and de- 
cifive. The petitioners there ftate, in ex- 
prefs terms, " that the number of reprefcn- 
•• tatives affigned to the different Counties 
" is grofsly difproportioned to their com- 
*• parative extent, population, and trade ; 
** that the ele<5live franchife is partially and 
unequally diftributed 5 that the right of 
voting is regulated by no uniform or 
** rational principle ; that by the ancient 
*' laws and ftatutes of this king<lom, fre- 
" quent parliaments ought to be heldj 
" that from thefe combined defe6ls arifc 
" thofe fcenes of confufion, litigation, and 
•* expence, which fo difgrace the name of 
" free reprefentation 5 that tumults, difor- 
** ders, outrages, and -perjury, are the dread- 
" ful attendants on contefted cleftions j 
" that retumingofiiccrsexercifcdifcretion- 
" ary powers with the moft grofs partialis 
" ty, and the moft fcandalous corruption j 
t^ that adifputedfaatinparliameht has been 

jc a " known 



m* 



( 1^4 ) 

« 4 

r^^ known to coft one of the parties no le& 
^^ than 6fty thoufand pounds ; that appeals 
" againft faife returns are a frefli fource of 
/* expence, maintained at the average fum 
** to each party of a hundred pounds per 
." day ; that the attornies' hill alone of one 
/' appeal, which in point of form' lafted on- 
^* ly two days and in point of fa6l only fix 
/* hourSi amounted to nearly twelve hun-^ 
^' dred pounds ^ that the (hamcful pra^^ices 
" which difgrace eledion proceedings have 
" fo loaded the table of the Houfc of Com-* 
.** mons, with petitions for j udgment and 
/^ redrefp, that one half of the feven years 
/* duration of parliament was fcarcely fuf-» 
}^ iicient to fettle wh« is entitled to fit for 
^*,the other half; that the two gentlemea 
.^' who fat and voted nearly three years, as 
*.*the reprefentatives of the Borough of 
^* Stockbridge, had procured themfelves to 
.** he- eledcd fey the moft fcandalous bri^ 
'* bery ^ that, the two gentlemen, who fat 
t^ and voted during ^ long a period for 
.^^the Borougli of Great Grimiby, bad not 
V even be«iele£led/' 

GentkmeRy 
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Gentlemen, I here cite the language of 
the petition, fiut what deierves your moft 
ferious attention is that thefe firm> theie 
patriotic, thefe dignified petitioners did not 
come with a pompous recapitulation of po-.- 
pular affertions, which fome deny, others 
affirm, and none had afcertained ; but they. 
came fully provided with facts, for they 
add to each'accufing claufe the at once 
alarming and unanfwerable fentence-* 
^^ And this your petitioners are ready to 
^' prove." 

Gentlemen, this memorable, this truth 
publifhing petition did not ftop here j it 
gave a table of parliamentary patronage, 
containing a lift of Seventy-one Peers and 
Ninety-one Commoners, with their names 
at length, who by nomination and influ* 
ence return three hundred and two meni- 
bcrs to the Houfe of Commons ! 

The total number of members, for Eng- 
land and Walts, are five hundred and thir-^ 
teens and the decided majority, indepen<* 
dently of the Tneafiiry members, indepen* 
dently of tWjenty^eight members who lare 

returned 



.a 



( i66 ) 

returned by compromife, independently of 
forty • five additional members nominated by 
patronage in Scotland, I fay, thefe feventy- 
One peers and ninety-one commoners, 
amounting together to one hundred and 
fixty-two, dothemfelves alone return a ma- 
jority of ninety-one. Is there any man 
who now hears me remind him of thefe 
noon-day fadts, and who is yet an enemy ( 

to reform ? Can reafon be fo blinded ? Can 
truth be fo powerlefs ? Can the love of our 
country and of the general good be fo dif^ 
tant frdrh the fenfe and feeling of my con- 
temporaries ? 

Do you ftill doubt, Gentlemen, of the 
neceffity of a parliamentary reform ? V 

Why do I a(k what are or what are not 
your doubts ? The Parliament is itfelf both 
Judge and Party. Yes, ftrange to tell ! 
Incredible to comprehenfion ! When thi» | 

petition was debated in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, of three hundred and twenty-three ^ 
members prefent, only forty-one had the 
virtue to vote in its favour ! To whom then 
<an the men who dUl^ov^r the mirchief» 
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that impend appeal, but to the people ? to 
the general underftanding ? Till the tide of 
public opinion fhall become irrefiftible, 
what probability is there that fuch a Houfe^ 
will reform itfelf ? 

The petition I have cited was prefented 
on the 6th of May, 1793 ; the Friends of 
the People who prefented it met on the 
25th of the fame month, and in a refolu- 
tion which they publifhed with their peti- 
tion there is the following paflage : 

** It is not (fay they) a circumftance of 

" little, moment^ to the caufe of reform, 

** that a petition, flating to the Houfe of 

** Commons itfelf fuch fa<^s and fuch ar- 

** guments, with a direct offer on the part 

" of the petitioners to eftablifli every one 

** of their allegations by fufficient evidence, 

" (hould be received without difpute, and 

" recorded for ever on the Votes and Jour- 

" nals of the Houfe, No objection was 

" made to the form or terms of the peti- 

" tion ; np -part of its contents was denied, 

*< or even queftioqed ; the motion to bring 

*^ up the petition was not oppofed by any 

" man . 
> 
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** man; the Houfe heard it diftinctljT 
*^ reads they ordered it to lift on their* 
•* table, and, after a debate of two days, 
•' refufed to appoint a Committee to taker 
" it into confideration/' 

Such, Gentlemen, was the language of- 
thefe honed petitioners. 

Did the confcious rectitude of the Houfe 
Ipurn at this open attack on its purity ? Did 
it endeavour to anfwer charges, that thus 
proclaimed it corrupt to the very core ? 
Was there any man bold enough to aifert 
the petitioners were traitors ? Gentlemen, 
1 repeat, the Parliament, that could receive, 
liften to, and treat, fuch a petition in fuch 
a manner, is all but incapable of ielf refor- 
mation. Yet to be aware of this is the firft 

1 

flep to treafon ; to endeavour to learn whe- 
ther the nation be or be not defirous that 
fuch a parliament (hould be reformed is more 
treafon 3 to declare, after inquiring, that 
tliere is not fufRcient proof, at prefent, that 
fuch a defire does aflually exift in the na- 
tion is triple treafon ; to refolve that it were 
to be wiihcd that the nation fhould fo de- 
fire 



-- .-Ifj*^ "*.* « . ,^ ^ - ;# 



( 1% ) 

fire' U treafon fouffold ; and farther to de- 
termine that, as foon a8 this defirecan by 
peaceable means be produced, and not 
fooner, virtuous individuals will then co-^ 
operate with the nation, becaufe that then 
parliament cannot refufe its attention, is 
the very climax of treafon ! If this be de- 
nied, why am I here ? For a perception of 
the grofs abufes I have noticed, and an at- 
tempt at reform by thefe aftual gradation^^ 
are the fum and fummit of my treafon, 

Recolleft, Gentlemen, the barefaced pro*- 
fligacy with which the traffick for Boroughs 
is carried on in the open face of day. This 
traffick is reduced to a fyfteto ; and thetraf- 
-fiekers ha^fe long (incie received the appro- 
priate name of Borough Mongers. You 
cannot be ignorant, Gentlemen, that, at 
a general election, thefe convenient dealers 
propofe their ware wholefale, to Govern- 
•ment, at a iefs price than it would produce 
if brought into the public market ? And 
' why ? By this mode they aVoid the fatigue 
of conteft,. fliun the danger of profecution 
•for bribery, and, which is an infinitely 

Y more 
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more hazardous peril, prevent tjie intro- 
dudion of thofe reftlefs reformers into par- 
liament, who, were they admitted, would 
endanger the craft. Great is Diana of the 
Ephefiaus ! 

The language of our fpotlefs reprefenta- 
tives is as inconiiftent as their condua is de- 
praved. At one time, while every man out 
of the houfe isjjublicly talking of the fale.of 
boroughs, no man in the houfe is permitted 
to hint at the poffibility of any individual 
member being capable of fuch corrupt prac- 
tices ; or having entered thofe facred .walls 
by means fo nefarious. At another, they are 
themfelvcs prompted, I will not inquire by 
what motive, to fpcak out, and " tell the fe- 
crets of the prifon-houfe." Too delicate to 
point at individuals, they attack the whole. 
Thus, for example, Mr. Pitt has made three 
efforts in Parliament to introduce a reform. 
What was his language to our fpotlefs repre- 
fentatives themfelves, in the v«ry laftof thefe 
attempts ? Thefe were his wordsr—'* To 
*' conquer the corruption that exifted in the 
" decayed boroughs he believed gentlemen 

'" would 
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*f would acknowledge to be impoflible. The 
" temptation were too great for poverty to 
" refift ; and the confequence of this cor- 
" ruption was fo vifible that fome plan of 
" reform in the boroughs had clearly be- 
*• come abfolutely neceffary." — Again.— 
" Could it not be proved that, in this coun- 
** try, eftates fo fituated as to command an 
*^ influence in a decayed or depopulated bo- 
*• rough, and to have tbe power of returning 
" two members to parliament, fold for 
•' more money than they would have done if 
" fituated in any other place ? However 
** luxuriant the foil might be, however pro-* 
*^ du(ftive its harvefts, unlefs its harvefts 
" could occafionally produce a couple of 
** members its intrinfic value was lefs.'*— 
Thefe are Mr. Pitt's words ! 

Gentlemen, I know not what your feel- 
ings may be, but I own I cannot read a paf- 
fage like this, in which corruption that ft rikes 
at the very exiftence of civilized fociety is 
treated with the wantonnefs of wit, without 
(huddering through all my framed And 
how does this fenfation rife into horror, 
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when I further recolleft that this Mr. PItr, 
the man who thus proclaimed the depravi- 
ties of the houfe to the houfe itfelf and to 
the whole world, is now the man who is 
latourlng, with the colleftive mafs of that 
corrupt power which he once fo unfparingjjr 
expofed, to dye his hands in the bldod of 
thole who dare to imitate his example ? 

What was the leading propofition in this- 
laft plan of Mr. Pitt for reform ? It was,- 
ill his own precife words, — ** to recommend 
** to the Houfe the eftablifliment of a fuad, 
*' for the purpofeof purchafing the franchi-^ 
** fes of fuch boroughs as would fell. He- 
" knew,** he faid (fatirically addreffiughim- 
felf to our uncontaminated parliament, as if 
fearful of wounding its confcientibus fen- 
iibility), ** he knew there was a fort of 
** fqueamKh and maiden Cv^ynefs about the 
** houfe, in mentioning this lubjeft. They 
*• were not very ready to talk, in that houfe, 
*• on what at the fame time it was pretty 
** well underftood, out of doors, they had 
** no great objeftion to ; namely, to nego- 
" tiate the purchafe and the fale of feats," 

With 
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With what countenance can Mr. Pitt, 
after this, meet the men for whofe blood he 
has fa eagerly .fought ? There is but oBbC* 
odious anfwer : he Is a Prime Minifter. 

What degree of praftice w neccffary, for 
thefe aur felf-approving reprefentatives, ia- 
the diftatorial tone of affuraed virtue, to de- 
claim on the purity of their colle£live body ;i 
an^, if any maa unprotected by their facred; 
walls Ihall dare: to queftiod the honour o£ 
that houfe, tax its integrity, or impeach ItSi 
proceedings^ overwhelm him with all their, 
vengeance ? . 

And how does this integrity exhibit it^ 
ielf ? By a public avowal, of the flagitioMS' 
traffick. In the advcrtifementsr for the fate of 
eftates, with what induftrious art is it inli-' 
nuatedv fo as not to be mifunderftood, that 
there is this or that boraugh-intereft' pot up- 
fcir barter ! 

The Borough of Gatton, within thefe two 
years, was publicly advertifed for fale by" 
awdion. Obferve, Gentlemen, not fold for 
a fingle parliament ;. but the fee fimple of 
the Borough, with the power of nominating 

the 
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the two Reprefentatives for ever. On the 
day of fale, the celebrated auftioneer fcarcely 
noticed the value of the eftate. The rental, 
the manfion, the views, the woods and wa« 
ters, were unworthy regard, compared to 
what he called an elegant contingency I Yds, 
Gentlemen, the right of nominating two 
members to Parliament, without the em- 
barraiTment of voters, was an elegant contin^ 
gency I ** Need I tell you. Gentlemen,** 
faid he, glancing round the room with in- 
effable felf-fatisfa£tion, and exulting in 
what he called " the jewel, the unique, 
*^ which was under his hanimer ; need I 
" tell you, Gentlemen, that ihXs elegant con'-, 
tingency is the only infallible fource of 
fortune, titles, ajnd honours, in this hap- 
py country ? That it leads to the higheft: 
•^ fituations in the State ? And that, mean-' 
** dering through the tempting.finuofities 
** of ambition, the purchafer'will find the 
** margin ftrewed with rofes, and his head 
" quickly crowned with thofe precious gar- 
^* lands that flourish in full vigour round the 
** fountain of honour? On this halcyjon^fea, * 






^' - ^" 



(^75) 

•* if any Gentleman who has made his for- 
^' tune in either of the Indies chufes once 
** more to embark, hfi may repofe in per-* 
" feft quiet. No hurricanes to dread ; no 
•* tempeftuous paffions to allay ; no tor* 
" menting claims of infolent eleftors to 
•' evade ; no tinkers' wives to kifs ; no im- 
" poffible promifes to make ; none of the 
" toilfome and not very clean paths of can- 
" vaffing to drudge through : but, his mind 
** at eafeand his confcience clear, with this 
** elegant contingency in his pocket, the 
** honours of the ftate await his plucking, 
** and with its emoluments his purfe will 
** overflow." 

Such was. the meretricious oratory 
which, a few months ago, was thought a 
decent veil, under which Vice might ex- 
hibit her hideous form in all the'lafcivious 
wantonnefs of ambiguity. But we ad- 
vance with hafty ftrides, and the hypocriiy 
of decorum is no longer thought necef- 
fary. The fllmfy malk is fo worn to tat* 
ters that its very owners are afhamedof the 
vile difguife, and begin to fpeak in plain 
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terms— In the Times, Saturday Oftobef 
1 8th,was the foUow'mg paragraph — *'Coun- 
** fcllor Baldwin, Secretary to the Dufce of 
** Portland, is to be elefted for the Borough 
" of Malton, in the gift of Earl Fitzwil- 
^^ liam" — Obferve, Gentlemen, in the gift! 

Do you want more proof ? You fliall 
liave it : public avowed proof ! given un- 
der the hand of a Peer ! In the Salifbury 
and Winchefter Journal, Monday Odober 
6th, may be found the following incredi- 
bly honeft document. 

* On Tuefday lafl, the 30th September, 

* the annual Mayor's Feaft at Weftbury 

* was held, when an elegant and fump- 

* tuous entertainment nvas provided ; at 

* which, in addition to the numerous and 

* very refpedable attendance of the Gen- 

* tlemenof the Borough and neighbourhood, 

* the Eari of Abingdon and Mr. Eftwick, 

* one of the members, were prefent. Af- 

* ter dinner many loyal and conftitutional 

* toafts were drank ; fuch ^s-^The King 

* and Conftitution — The ^een and all tfje 

* Royal Famiiy — Succefs to hii Majejiys arms^ 

^ both 



It 



( 177 ) 
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* both by fea and Uind\ &^ &Cf and then, 

* the health of t&e Ear/ of jibingdon being 

* given, his Lordfliip rofe and addreffed the 

* company in a fpeecb, a copy of which 

* being requefted and obtained from his 

* Lordfliip, is as follows.* 

** Gentlemen, 
" Whilft I rife to return you my beft 
** thanks for the honour you have done 
me, in drinking my health with fo much 
approbation, I hope you will not think 
" it a piece of vanity in me if I fhould flat- 
" ter myfelf that my condud, toward the 
Borough of Weftbury, has in fome de- 
gree at leaft rendered me not undeferving 
** your favour ; for, gentlemen, let me tell 
** you (what I truft, however, you are not 
** unacquainted with) that, although by the 
** Conjiitution o? the Country and the Laws 
" of the land, I have an interejl in the repre- 
** fentation of this Borough for returning 
** the members who are to (erve in Parlia- 
** ment, I have never made ufe of that in- 
" tereft in any way whatever for my own 
" advantage ; but always in fuch manner • 
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** as I thought would be moft and beft for 
** the fecurity of yoviv Rights and Liberties I 
^* and for the benejit of the public at large. . 
*' Other men pofleffed of Jucb an intereft 
" might have converted it, as i^e knoWj to. 
" their ovi^n ambition as well as to their 
"private emolument — I have done.nei- 
*^ ther ; but on the contrary no member 
** has ever been fufFered to be at one (hiU 
*' ling expence for his eledlion ; bav* 
** ing cheerfully borne that expence my- 
** felf, in order to render them more true 
** to their truft. That I have been deceived 
*' in fome of the members is true ; but this. 
** is their fault, and not mine : in others 1 
•* have, thank God, had the fatisfadion of 
** knowing that / have not been deceived i-. 
*' particularly in one who is now prefent* 
" I mean my friend Mr. Eftwick ; who, 
" having invariably made the Conftitution 
" of the Country the law of his Parliamen- 

m 

** tary conduit, as he has merited fo I am 
** perfuaded he will continue to deferve the 
** fuffrage of the Borough of Weftbury ; 
** and, having faid this, let me now give. 

" you. 
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^* yott a toaft, Gentlemen — Vrofperity to the 
^^ free I independent \ and Incorrupt I Bo^ 
*' rough of Wejibury^^ 

Gentlemen of the Jury^ what (hall we 
fay ? Is this England ? Do we really fee 
the fun ? Does its light (hine upon us ? 

Let me however be well underftood : 
It is not againft the Earl of Abingdon that 
I would infinuate the moft diftant blame. 
He it is true nominates, obferve, Gentle- 
men, nominates, the two members for 
Weftbury: but his perfuafioii evidently 
is that this fyftem of reprefentation Is vir- 
tuous ! and, granting this flrange fuppofi- 
tion, his mode of adling and fincerlty in 
fpeaking are what every honeft heart muft 
applaud. No f It is the fyftem itfelf, it is 
the ftage of audacious corruption, it is the 
open infamy at which it is arrived, that 
aftonifh and confound ! 

Nd man yet has been, able to calculate 
either the political or moral confequences 
of this fyftem ; they are beyond the pow- 
ers of calculation. Of fuch however as I 
have at preient any definite perception I 
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will endeavour to give you a feeble ab- 

ftraft. 

And here I muft requeft you conftantly 
to recoUeft, that, one hundred and fixty- 
two perfons return a decided majority of 
ninety-one in the reprefentation of England 
and Wales only. Can you, Gentlemen, 
can the nation be acquainted with this, and 
remain ignorant that the real government 
of the country is in the poffeffion of one 
hundred and fixty^two perfons ? At pre- 
fent, thefe perfons, or an efficient number 
of them, are bought by what is called the 
executive government ; but, as their power 
is abfolute, their price is enormous. To 
pay this price an enormous eflablifhment is 
inevitable : for thefe hundred and iixty-two 
perfons are a fpecies of petty Princes ; who 
each has his retainers, his train of depen- 
dents, his agents, without whofe influence 
and aid his own power would be null ; and 
for all thefe provi(ion muft be made. Of 
all others the pool of corruption is the moft 
prolific: agency begets agency, till the 
noxious brood infefts every oiBce, every 

department. 
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department, every ftation of life. From the 
peer to the excifcman, from the prime mi- 
nifter to the parifli beadle, agents, depen- 
dents, creatures, and the creatures of crea- 
tures are every where fwarming. The in- 
creafe of them is inceflant ; and the machine 
becomes fo complicated, fo mifchievous in 
its aftion, and fo hopelefs of. repair, that 
even thofe who think themfelves moft be- 
nefited 6y its vices glance at it with terror, 
and are panic-ftruck at the pifture. 

Gentlemen, this is a flate that is impofli- 
ble to be durable. It will foon be found 
that carrion fufficient for the kennel cannot 
b^ procured : and the pack will then devour 
their keepers ; if not prevented by another 
confequence, which I am about to ftate. 

One hundred and fixty-two perfons re- 
turn a decided majority to the Houfe of 
Commons. Gentlemen, it is' the want of 
organization, only, that prevents thefe hun- 
dred and fixty-two perfons from openly 
feizing the power of which they poflefs the 
reality : and, fliould the prefent iyftem con- 
tinue, this organization mufl inevitably fol- 
low ; 
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low ; and thele pcrfons, who* have already 
fcized the Icgiflative, will as inevitably poA 
iefs themlelvcs of the executive govern- 
ment. 

. Gentlemen, if I underftaiidthe intentions 
of government at prefent, they arc wholly 
bent on keeping things as they are. But 
they are attempting an impoffibiUty. We 
know of nothing that is not fubjeft to 
change ; and the only alternative .,we have 
is to better or worfe. If we dare look at 
fa(^s, and are not entirely blinded by our 
prejudices, we (hall confefs that the changes^ 
with which the prefent fyftem is pregnant 
have a general tendency to the worfe : and 
it appears to me to require no great depth of 
political fagacity to foretell that, if we per* 
fift in rejedting reform, or in other word« a 
change for the better, one of thefe confe- 
quences muft follow. Either the hundred 
a«d fixty-two Peers and Commoners, who 
now poffefs the reality of government, will 
difcover their coUeftive ftrength, and orga- 
nize it to the deftruftion of the prefent 
fyftem: or, (hould thofe contentions that 
*. . 4 have 
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have hitherto divided them flill conthiue, z 
degree of corruption and taxation muft re- 
fult, that virould end in defpotifm : or^ which 
is infinitely the moil probable, and againO: 
which 1 fincerely believe ourprefent mifla- 
ken rulers wifh to guard, did they but 
know how, the people will become fo indig- 
nant, by the evils they will feel, and which 
^re too gfofsentirely to efcape the groffeft ig« 
norance, that they. will burft-into that wild 
riot and fa^^age fury in which, by fimilar 
caufes, tfie people of France have fo lately 
been plunged. 

Gentlemen, I repeat, change there muft 
be ; for the better, or the worfe. Yet the 
word innovation ia continually bewildering 
our underftandings. And what is this 
phantom^ Innovation, with which we 
have been haunted till our fears have entire- 
ly overwhelmed our difcernment ? Is there 
any man fo blind as not ro know that inno- 
vation is inevitable r Why do our Statute- 
books annually fwell with innovation ? 
Judge Blackftone. tells us that thcfe 
books contained, when he wrote^ one 
hundred and fixty ftatutes ; the penalty 
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of which was death, without benefit of 
clergy. Jwdge Blackftone wrote in the 
year 1765 ; and in the indignation of his 
heart called it a dreadful lift ; which, ihftead 
of diminifliing, increafed the number of of- 
fenders : yet the undeviating practice of 
the Houfe of Commons is almoft annually to 
multiply the number of penal ftatutes which 
infli6l this horrid and moft iniquitous 
punifhment of death. Is not this innova- 
tion ? What ! we may be allowed to hang 
each other, as frequently as we pleafe ? But 
to attempt to correct our abufes is treafbn ! 
And treafon again demands capital punifli- 
meht ! Nay, to put the matter in a ftill more 
ihocking point of view, we thus are taught 
that our wife and humane reprefentatives 
will pafs aft after a£l, to take away the for- 
tunes, liberties, and lives of their conftitu- 
cnts ; but not one to correct that abominable 
corruption for which, if men could deferve 
hanging," — No, no: I will not finifh my 
fentence. Men cannot delerve death. 
They deferve our aid, our inftruftion, our 
love. And, if fo,,muft not humanity blolh 
at the fanguinary pages, which thefe im- 
peccable 



peccable Icglflators, each tiinr they meet, 
ConAilt hovr they ipay render more fan»- 
quinary ? 

Geeiideni^ny thefc Comnhons vote taxes/; 
thcfe Con^mons yote exc'tfe laws ; thelfc 
X{}9mmon$ ?Qte . lottery- billa j : thefe . Coni«- 
tiiohsuvote:fktute&to,hang.yeti;;. and theft 
^oxmoonii vote arinfes, to cariryf the whoh 
of their votes: lutoexecutioa*. \ Vt)ur fafety; 
your liberty, yoiirliveis. are not in yotnr 
own keepbig! ; <bot hi thfe keeping of aH 
Oligarchy of one hundred and ^ity-two 
|ieers and oooimoiiers* All that is dear to 
yiou does riot depend on that JAiftice whidi 
is the emanation and the' pride' of reafon ) 
hut it depends on Yes and No : and to 
deny that Yes and No are argioment, juf* 
tibev and happinefs, is Treafoii. 
! tnhe difficulty of railing fiapplies, in or**' 
der to drag heavily forward the uaweildy 
ark, which cracks iu every joint and 
threatens deflrufkion to (hanielefs vice that 
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dances naked around it,^ I fay^ thiadifii«-i 
culty is fo gfbat that means w4iich are at^ 
once the mod: offenfive to'ihe. feelings of^ 
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,the people, luidthe moft pernicious to the^ 
-CQorais, ara inevitably adopted* What is 
more execrated, or more execrable, than\|i 
iettery-bili ? which \nnwAly' i?^ceivM the 
dbktcnq fandiotixsf King^, Loods^raiid Cbd^ 
HiDiis, .for f trad^men toi ch6at their cre£X 
iozSf !fery9nte\'^aT)d apj^enttde^ato r<ybth«ir 
ihafWrs, children tQ pilfer v their pamnt4 
l^hepoat td pawn the very* rags that ifaoto 
Ileal their nak^dnefs, and ^he whole Inatioa 
Co gamble wiih^the eiprefi encouragement 
of law I Kjentlehien, thi&i&an ad of fubB 
incredibie i^xfor, that, though we know i| 
ta be.tme^ wc at'e tempted toj doubt if i( 
Canejcifl ! Wha^ ! Kiug^ Lords, andCom-t 
mon$ join iif fokmnly ena6iing a law<, thali 
authqrizes /and 0imulat'es to fuch inniuiw^ 
rahle vices ?. King, Lords, and Commoua dh 
ihb {. If is falife ! No man will'belieYtlit ! 
No mm dai!^]aCert it ! It were ^ milliairrofi 
treafons to imagine them guilty of mifl^ket 
6} palpahfle :aii4 fo pernicious I Geutlemeuir 
my heart aphes, it bleeds, and has bled iii 
Cbcret ten tboufand times, at the. dreadful 
necoJiedtion ! ^. Poes it require thie gift ofc 
' ..• proohepy 
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pfophdcy to' foretell that' the. political cdttr 
fe^uences of fuch a fyftem «>f political mo-^ 
rality muft be focial deftruaidn ? The re- 
medy is at haud ; gentle, gradual, and 
peaceful reform^ But they will neither 
take nor adp[iinifter the neceffary rtiedicine* 
'No : to offer theai the fauative draught la 
Treafop I 

Gentlemen^ 1 ani here Upon life and 
deiath* Thiis is no time for . me to foften 

•k 

down Truth till it affume the guife of 
Falfehood ; and^ if it be, I will not accept 
of life Upon fuch terms. I pity the mif- 
takes of men, and 1 have already declared 
it to be my creed that the worft of crime 
is but error of the underftanding : yet I 
own myfelf utterly aftonifhed, at the in- 
((foufiftency of thofe men who were them- 
fclves the boWeft inquirers^ in the year 
1783; into the crying abufes that threaten 
the ftate with ruin ; and wbo^ iathcyea^ 
1 794, could inftitute ^ profecqtion againft 
ifin individual of my ;prin<fiples for High 
Treafon I But vain is the warning voice ; 
though Oiie ihpuld rife from the* dead, they 
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will not be perfuaded : Yet again and againi 
I will exclaim' to them, Beware of the 
hundred and fixty-two ! Beware of the 
Oligarchy ! Beware of iron-handed Defpo- 
tifm ! Beware of gore - ftreamiiig Civil 
War ! Have pity on the people, have pity 
on yourfelves, and REFORM ! And^ if 
this be treafon, welcome DEATH ! I am 
ready. 

Well!. I am a traitor; and I confpire 
with other traitors, who meditate plans of 
reform.. 

Oh could this traitor but detail the fbar« 
ful fa£l:$, could he indeed roufe you to a 
feafe of the mifchief that our political er^ 
rors engender, and which are fo fatally fa^ 
miliarized to us that even while they are 
ieen they are not obferved, there is not a 
man that bears him who would not in- 
ftantly exclaim, as I do^ Reform ! Reform ! 
Reform ! Butj I feel my powers wholly 
tmequal to the effort* 

And yet, ftrange to think ! we daily fe« 
public feniibility fo morbid, to national and 
to general happinefs, as to teftify diffatif** 

fadtiou 
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fe^ion for the want of news, if Ibrre 
dreadful battle have not been fought, fomd 
miferable city laid in ruins, fotne province 
inundated, or (bme country not fufferrng 
all the horrors of famine : and all thefe 
horrors created by the deftru6tive errors of 
Prime Minifters, Lords, and Commons. 
Oh! welcome death, indeed, when T (hall 
behold this, and not dare to proclaim the 
vice ! or when I (hall tremble to pronounce 
Famine, Prime Minifters, Lords atid Com- 
mons in the fame breath. Should they be 
o(iended, my anfwer is ready: REFORM! 
Hang draw and quarter me, if you pleafe ; 
but Reform ! 

An Emprefs, but lately, fent her blood- 
drenched hell hounds to malTacrc thirty 
thoufand defencelefs perfons, in the city of 
Ifmael ! An Emprefs ! The dreadful tale 
was (lated in our daily papers as a com- 
mon occurrence, and read with infinitely 
lefs emotion than would have been excited 
by a paragraph of a (ingle domeftic mur- 
der. With this Emprefs, who had made 
treaties in the name of the Holy Trinity 

with 
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with the Poles, our minifters aHb mad* 
treaties; and in the name of the Holy Tri* 
nity. To more treaties, with more Impc- 
Hal Majefties, Kings, Potentates, and Prin* 
ces who had human butchers ready trained 
to flaughter human beings, and bring thera 
to the (hambles of Ariftocratical, Princely^ 
and Imperial vengeance, the name of the 
Holy Trinity was again and again invo« 
ked« The treaties were made, and the 
'dogs of war unleafhed. Rape, fire, and 
fword were infufficient; red-hot balls 
too lenient ; fraud, forgery, and famine, 
muft fwell the hell-born troop. Swind- 
ling fraud, and wholefale forgery muft 
combine, under the • fanftion of treaties 
proclaimed iu the name of the Holy Tri* 
nity. Famine, Oh God ! Oh God ! De- 
vouring famine muft haften, in the name 
of the Holy Trinity, to the deftrudlioa 
of twenty-five millions of men ! And (hall 
this Ifmael Heroine, this thirty thoufand 
fouled Emprefs, (hall thefe Holy Trinity 
Prime Minifters, (hall thefe fraud, forgery, 
and Famine Potentates not hear of their 
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Horrors ? Will a nation, thus implicated iti 
thcfe infamous tranfaftions, know thefo 
things and be lilent ? Or fliobld they, have 
not 'twenty- five millions of men one 
tdngue among them, to publlfli the black 
narrative? 

- To whom do thefe twenty-five million^ 
of men attribute the murders of the guillo- 
cine, the niiffacres of Lyons, the devaf- 
tatiop^ of^ La Vendee, and' the unheard 
af miseries to which Frande' for theffe two 
yeai^i has been a witnefs; and to all of 
Ti^hieh, wonderful to relate, *fhe is Hfing fu» 
perior ? TTo wlionii but toBtuhfwick, Pitt, 
aod ©obonrg .* -Names held tlicreWmore 
iifalverfal abhbrrfencc than ever^wfei-b'thofc 
©if Caligula and I^Jerb. ' ' '• 

- ^Sentlemen, r know not how tom^ke 

myleff undelAood,' While fcekiirg ttf 

brtri^ -to your recolleftioii the iniquities 

fhUt^ error 'begets, I feel rriyfeif uffng the 

language to vi^hich the paffiohs,'the miferies,' 

ind the miftakes of^men have Vivdu birth. 

Itntiy'feem to fofter a maligniry againft 

indiyiduals,' of which I do moft folemrlly 

proteft 
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protcft t am not confcious in my heart; 
May .the greateft good tl^at can befaJl 
mea IJuddeiily be theirs !. May they awa- 
)ten tp. a feirfei of the ruin thpy have occa^ 
fioued. and be freed from thofe errors of 
the underftanding which have^ been the 
origin of all their crimes I This is aJi the 
harm I either do or ever.Cjaxvwi^ta i^n ; 
aud njay this harm, if it b^ t^qi, be nii^^f^ 
I plead ,to cynvince you 0/ fjhe i^epe^y of 
j;eform,, afi4 of th© deiep^aftd evprlaftiiig 
^preflion which this. ^e^eiSty h^s f^^ 
Vjppn my, miftd. Jes,,gentlp^en,,if ,tQ:€}i>T 
deavour atxe^r^jpr Jji^}tfjeaft)j^,oFop9*^tt^ 
cje g^ty at qnce^ S \y««jp fiich . a' rpi^ar: 
kenvvjetc^i-frofn the %pjcjffthe eqrth,',an4 
let him vex the world ^o;4q9re; forwjsiij^ 
I live,^ aiid while. 1 canr c^fcpver orrggj^ I 
p,uft af)4 wlUjiVtirn'mankija^^o reforfp,! r^^j 
Spnjfijfew of fhc poK^ijc^l aoad. mi^i^alvqaiiT 
jfegjuenees of ovw: pa,rlia5ien^y depr^yify I 
have ctii\rpq5ated ; but ^^^ojgaaHannmcrat^ 
t|:)em alU.- V !|[ have bought. ypuf^ and I wiU 
*:* fell you p*^ is the, piroverbvai langua^g?, of 
Q^r.immaa4alje. mqpjb^ l?ut th© qijef- 

tion 
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tion home to your confciences, gentlemen ; 
what can be the morality of thcfe buyers ? 
What the morality of the bought ? What 
fenfe of moral dignity, what degrep of ho- 
neft determined (incerity, what quantity of 
difiaterefted redlitude, can either poffefs ? 
Thefe reprefentatives are inceffantly bufied 
in making laws : nor is there a flatute that 
they pafs in which the happinefs of the na- 
tion is not moft ferioufly involved. On 
this happinefs their attention ought to be 
un(hakenly fixed ; the good of mankind 
their uniform and fole motive. Afk your- 
felves, gentlemen, is this the purpole, can 
this be the -motive, of men who accept 
their feats on the vile condition of voting 
as their patron fhall pleafe ; who enter the 
houfe without having confidered any quef* 
tion, yet pre-determlned to decide on all ? 
Arie fuch men the moral mongers^ of the 
nation ? 

What are the effeds produced by the 
inftitutes of which men are at prelent {o 
tenacious? Why, thefe inftitutes confine th«' 
poor to continual labour ; by which they 

B B are 
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are wholly deprived of leifare. Thefe in- 
flitutes fix them in a degree of want, that 
precludes them the benefit of common ne- 
ceffaries. Thefe inftltutes impel them to 
feek relief from their miferies in that for- 
getfulnefs which inebriety promotes. Thefe 
inftitutes ftimulate them to pilfer, by rob- 
bing them of the enjoyments in which their 
lawgivers riot. Thefe inftitutes teach them 
felfifhnefs, by convincing them that, if they 
do not hoard, they muft ftarve. Thefe in- 
ftitutes inculcate and habituate them to re- 
venge, by inflifting puniftiment and vio- 
lence, as the only mode which thefe infti- 
tutes know of corredliug miftake. 

It has often been affirmed that the poor 
are incorrigible. Gentlemen, there is a 
melancholy and heart-rending truth lurking 
under this, in other refpedls, abominable af- 
iertion. There is no law of mind which 
renders a poor man lefs capable of virtue 
than a rich : nor, indeed, are his vices half 
fb numerous, or half fo odious. No; it is 

a 

not a law of mind ; but if I may be allowed 
the figure, it is the law of no mind ; the law 
^ of 
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of Ignorance ; which is inapofed upon the 
poor by the labour and the wrctchednefs to 
which they are reduced. 

Gentlemen, the mifchiefs of poverty are, 
not that it deprives the poor of the trap- 
pings and fooleries of the luxurious rich ; 
but, that it robs them of their time, as well 
as of the means of acquiring knowledge^ 
It is knowledge alone that can render the 
heart beneficent, the head comprehenfive, 
and the whole man wife and virtuous. To 
rob man of knowledge is to be guilty of the 
worft of crimes ; and of this crime I boldly 
accufe our lawgivers, our non-reforming re- 
prefentatives, our oligarchical one hundred 
and fixty*two. 

And well it is that I am fpeaking 
here, in this open court where I have 
too many hearers, and too honeft, to 
admit of mifinterpretation ; for, were I ad- 
dreffing myfelf in a fmall room, to eight or 
ten'perfons, with but half the freedom and 
the energy which here are virtuf , it i^ould 
there be treafon. One of the ten would be 
a fpy and an informer ; who would alter 
and tranfpofe and clip and carve my fen- 
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tetKes, to fit the treafoii able model his em* 
ployers had provided. Thus, (hould I hap- 
pen to mention that forty of the Tower 
guards had one day marched to the tunes 
of ca ira and La Carmagnole j he would 
forget what was convenient for a fpy not 
to remember ; and, ufing my own words 
arranged after his own ingenious method, 
and with as little interpolation as can be ex- 
pected from a fpy, would fwear that I and 
ioKty Carmagnoles were to march to the. tune 
oica ira and guard theTower, Yes ; he would 
fwear. thefe were my very words ; and his 
confcience would exult in the literal honefty 
of its cunoiixg. Such Avould certainly he 
my danger, were I unconfcioofly in. the 
cobipaiiy of tfiiefjb documented and.dtefied 
up g^clemen, whom no man now knows 
how to. avoid. Nay I will not affirm that even 
thisHigh Court at this moment is not coa- 
:taminatcd by their prefence, Miferabk fyf- 
tem, which cannot exift without fuch fup- 
.porters ? And tenfold miferable, when it 
has arrived at that degree of open infamy 
as to induce a tribunal of juftice to fcreen 

its 
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its promoters, under the pretext that ftalB^ 
leCrets are not to be divulged. 

Gentlenaen, I pretend to no fupcrnatural 
powers ; I am neither pricft nor prophet^ 
Levite nor Reevite ; yet this 1 dare venture 
to foretell, that, when we have reform, wc 
ihall not have fpies. What a ftate of ex^ 
iftence is that in which brother fufpcds 
brother, fervants are bribed to betray their, 
-mafters, and aiTociations are planned in 
every parifh for the avowed purpofe of pay^ 
ing fpies and informers ! I would not, it is 
true, be guilty of treafon or of fuicide to rid 
myfelf of fuch wretches ; but, rather than 
walk the ftreets in fear of them, rather than 
dread they fhould haunt me^in coffee- houfes, 
glide before me into all public places, and 
even ftart up by my own fir;i-fide to appal 
me, I would fufFer all that their employers 
and paymafters. Prime Minifters, Lords, 
Commons, Affociators, and Reevites, could 
inflia. 

Gentlemen, I feem to myfelf to have 
ftrangcly debafed the dignity of my fubje£l, 
even though that fubjcft be the corruption 

of 
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of parliament, by thus dipping into ital 
very dregs ;* but, when we recolleft the 
poifon that thefc dregs engender, poifon 
which envenoms the whole ftate of focial 
cxiftence, infufes itfelf into every heart, and 
there broods fufpicion, hatred, perjury, and 
rancour only fit for fiends, it then may 
furely help to fix more deeply in your me- 
mory the neceflity of peaceful reform ; and 
a convidlion that the man, who could fed 
only the few mifchiefs I have detailed, was 
not guilty of treafon, when he endeavoured 
to procure that reform without which dc- 
flruftion mufl overtake us all. 

Examine the moral confequences of your 
Excife laws. The fecurity in which recti- 
tude indulges is lofl, among thofe who 
are fubjeft to them. Sufpicion, a defire of 
furtive concealment, hypocrify, cunning, 
and perjury become their inmates. We 
fcarcely find an inftance in which thefe per- 
fons do not Openly proclaim their hatred of 
that government Avhich has rendered then^ 
fubjedl to fo much oppreflion. 

What are the perfons who immediately fee 

thefe 
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th6{e laws carried into execution ? Are they 
not nnen ftigmatized and obnoxious to com- 
munity ? And how does tlie law treat them? 
It allows them a poor ftipend, and commits 
to them a dangerous and a tempting truft. 
It ftimulates them to break their oaths, rob 
their employer, forfeit their ch a rafter, and 
in every refpeft render themfelves the con- 
tempt of fociety. Yet thefe are compara- 
tively petty evils : the Exclfe Laws muft 
be encouraged, no matter at what expencc 
of public morality ; and all the vices which 
the brawls, obfcenity, and filth of gin (hops 
can breed muft not only be endured but 
promoted. 

Thefe Excife Laws are fwelled to a 
monftrous bulk. In general, they are parts 
and parcels of other a£ts, in the body of 
which they are inferted, and lie fo fcattered 
through the ftatutes at large that the com- 
miffioners of government have found it ex- 
pedient to colle£l them, and to add a copi- 
ous index. I never faw the book; it is a 
treafure referved only for the initiated ; for 
Commiffioners, or men high in office in 
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tbe Excife. It is printed for their ufc, at 
the expence of government ; and every offi- 
cer, entrufted with a copy, is obliged to 
give a bond of two hundred pounds to re- 
turn the book, when demanded. It con- 
tains all the parts of a plan which the con- 
trivers of it dread ihoutd be infpedled. 
The trader, who is fubjc6t to thefc laws, 
may fearch the fiatutes at large ; and difco- 
ver how he may pay due obedience to 
them, if he can. The Philofopher, a ftill 
more noxious animal to a flatefman, may 
wade through th mire of thefe Aatutes at 
large, and wafte a life in reading adits of 
parliament, that he may make thofc extrafts 
from each aft which relate to the Excife, 
the mifchiefs of which it is his duty and 
his defire to make public. But fo it is 
Government, in all cafes, feems to place its 
fccurity in the ignorance of the governed ; 
and there is no creature that it hates fo 
miKh or flics withXuch antipathy and panic 
terror as from an enquirer. He will detedl 
its errors : and its errors and its exiftencc 
are fuppofed, by itfelf, to be fo interwoven 
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as inevitably to live and die togethcn If 
it did not fo luppofe, the queftion of the H* 
berty of the Prefs could never have been 
ftartcd, men of enquiry could not have 
been nicknamed in order to be hunted 
down, and an advocate of peaceful reforlm 
could not have flood at this bar, arraigned 
for High Treafon. 

How can I quit this fubje£t, this necef- 
iity of reform ? Imagination conjures up 
the picture of a general eleftion, when the 
whole kingdom affords a tumultuous fccne 
of depravity fuch as every friend of man 
ihrinks from with anguiih ! Impelled by a 
torrent which he cannot refift, the wife and 
good man yields, and, oh fatal neceffity i 

> 

becomes an a£tor in it. But furely, Gen- 
tlemen, it is not Cimmerian darknefs with 
us ! It is not total eclipfe ! What ! Can the 
wife and good man be a fpeftator of drunk- 
ennefs, bribery, perjury, bludgeon men, 
and murder, and not know they exifl ? 
Who can have a full image and conception 
of the feelings of thofe great, good, and 
noble minded men, who, from a firm fcnfe 
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of duty, and, which may feem more pa- 
radoxical, ail unbounded love of the mad 
wretches whom they could not guide, have 
been compelled to be the principal actors in 
thcfe loathfome and lunatic tragedies ? 

Gentlemen, in vain do I toil to fill up 
a pifture the miferies of which are endlefs. 
I abandon it in defpair ! I leave it to the 
faithfulnefs of your own memories : I re- 
iign it to the general feelings of mankind* 
Its tendency is too evident for me to fear 
that its mifchievous properties will not daily 
become more and more vifible. The wifti 
at prefent neareft to my heart is that thofe 
who have the power to begin reform may 
fuddenly have the will ; and that they will 
no longer infult the public, by exercifing 
the worft arts of the worft of times, to 
ftigmatize the friends of the human race 
through the medium of an accufation for 
high treafon. 

And here. Gentlemen, implicated as I am 
in thefe legal afperities, it is my duty to 
call your attention, now, and the attention 
of mankind, hereafter, to that abominable 

law 
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law record an indiAmeiit. In language 
the moft virulent, tliis calumniating inftru- 
ment deforms the fweet afpefl: of a well 
fpent life, and, by its affertions, changes 
the fair face of virtue to the black and 
hideous vifage of a fiend. It does not 
inquire if a brother have done wrong ; a 
miftaken brother, whom it benevolently 
intends to benefit ; but, burfting into all 
the rage of paffion, it accufes blindfold, 
and defcribes him who had before been 
thought a man of virtue as poflTefled by 
vices that would difgrace a demon. It 
praftifes acknowledged falfehoods, which 
its fabricators call fiftibns ; and, plunging 
its objeft in a torrent of legal venom, then 
leaves the poor fufFocated wretch to efcape 
and purify himfelf as he can. 

Feeling, as I did, that I had deferved well 
of my country, knowing how inceffantly 
I had laboured todifcover, and though' fre- 
quently erroneous, to pradlle virtue, what 
were my emotions while I liftened to the 
monotonous gabble of fuch an unintelli- 
gible and (lauderous jargon ! Did I ever, 
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faid I, imagine I fliould live to hear abufe 
fo laviflied on me ? That I ihould be fum- 
moned to hear it, too, in the prefence of 
grave men ; who are fo mtent upon being 
folemn that they drefs themfelves up in 
garments fuch as no man ever faw, unlefs 
at plays and puppet-fliews, left they ftiould 
forget to aft folemnity well ? 

This indi£lment fays that thefe falfe 
traitors, I being one, met and affembled in 
Saint Giles's. 1 have had numberlefs occa- 
lions to pafs through the precinfts of Saint 
Giles, though never to meet traitors there ; 
I have feen the blue balls with which tbey 
abound, fure tokens of vice and wretched- 
nefs; have remarked the gin-fhops with 
anguilh, and have heard their blafphemies 
with difguft. But Saint Giles himfelf, 
with all his ruffians, makes no fuch ruffian 
attacks, nor in fuch fat and ruffian like 
phrafe, as this grave, ridiculous, and falfe, 
this unintelligibly accurate and definitely 
incomprehenfible inftrument of jurifpru- 
dence, an indidment. 

Gentlemen, I do but recapitulate fafts. 

It 
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It is not my fault that fuch is law. I (peak 
ia the prefence of lawyers : men acknow- 
ledged to be the firft in their profeffion. 
To fome of them I am indebted for an at- 
tempt on niy life ; and, what is infinitely 
more precious, my honefl fame, my moral 
exiftence, and future utility ; to others for 
the defence of thefe ineftimable bleffings. 
What I have this day had occafion to fay, 
concerning law, I am well aware mufl 
have excited their mutual amazement ; and 
perhaps their mutual indignation. I wifli 
not to offend ; but I own that I, in n^y 
turn, am amazed to recollect that the fafts 
imiumerable, of all nations and of all ages, 
and in few fo abundant as in this nation and 
in this ^age, I fay, I am utterly aftonilhed 
that thefe fads can be fo completely for- 
gotten, by the perfons under whofe eye 
and whofe agency they are fo inceffantly 
tranfafked ! What, have they neither hear- 
ing fight nor fenfe ? Are they fo eager in 
the purfuit of new mifchief that they have 
not a moment to glance at the pad ? 

Far be it from me to depreciate the indi- 
vidual. 
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vidual, I fpeak only of the profeflion. 
As men, they frequently poffefs the moft 
dignified virtues of man ; as in this conteft 
has been moft eminently proved-: as law- 
yers, they are what law has made them ; 
and has in this conteft been no lefs clearly 
demonftrated. 

"Gentlemen, fecure in the confcious rec- 
titude of good intention, let me lay bare 
my heart to you. Perhaps you think I 
have fpoken with too little reverence of 
antient forms and inftitutions; which, how- 
ever they may ftiun the teft of reafon, may 
yet demand refpedl. I know this is the 
opinion of many : I cannot help it that it 
is not mine;. If I am in an error, 1 iincerely 
wifli to be better informed ; but I confefs 
that, at prefent, I feel no more reverence 
for the trappings of antiquity than I do 
for a fool's cap and btlls. 1 think them 
equally ridiculous and derogatory. Yet, 
while I would gladly prevail on every 
wearer of them to rtrip himfelf of fuch in- 
fignia of vice and folly, I would not move 
a finger in the way of force to wreft them 
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from the charafters whom I think they 
difgra e. No ; till we can perluade their 
fond owners to tear them away with their 
own hands, there let them remain. It is 
a moft facred duty to proclaim the folly ; 
but it is a duty dill more facred, if poffible, 
not to perfecute the fool. Let thofe who 
think that by- words, weafel Ikins, the 
entrails of worms, and the white and yel- 
low dirt of Peru can communicate or are 
types of w^ifdom and virtue, continue fo to 
think, till inftrudion can cure them of 
their error : for my own part, I cannot reC- 
peft abfurdlty ; but I (hould be a vicious 
and a dangerous man could I attempt to of- 
fer it violence. I know that all this is no 
part of the creed of my accufers. I know- 
that, in their code, it is high treafon. If 
you. Gentlemen, think it fo, if you can 
difcover any intention in me to excite in- 
furreftion, civil war, and to depofe the 
King and put him to death, let me fufFer 
all the horrors which the law has decreed 
againft traitors : for, till I am convinced, 
I will not recant one fyllable. 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Jury : thus far I have 
been pleading as if there had been in my 
cafe, as there is always fuppofed to be, fome 
ground of charge, fome colour of fufpicion, 
fome fpecific accufacion and forth-coming 
accuferSy to induce the authors of this pro- 
fecution to bring me into the horrid predi- 
cament in which I ftand : that of being pro- 
claimed a traitor to my country, an enemy 
to mankind, and of holding my life at the 
hazard of the miftakes which the acrimony 
and prejudice of the moment might beget, 
or the intricacies of law and the fubtleties 
of lawyers might produce. The wicked- 
nefs of the attempt they have made upon 
my life is fo incredible that, fince this moft 
ftrange Grand Jury ftrangely returned the 
Indiftment prefented againftme a true bill, 
I have daily and involuntarily aflced myfelf, 

* Is it poffible ? Am I dreaming ? Is the 

* whole world mad ? Or am I alone a mad- 

* man ?' Gentlemen ! I had a lift of two 
hundred and eight witnefles given me with 
my indiftment, few very few of whom, in- 
the whole courfe of my life, 1 had ever feen 

or 
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or heard of; and the remainder were, every 
one of thenj, perfons on whom I have 
called, and whofe teftimony you have heard 
direftly and flatly difproving, in the moft 
folemn manner, the primes thus wickedly 
laid to my charge ! Nearly two hundred 
unknown witneiles, to come forward and 
prove upon me that 1 had confpired to ex- 
cite infurredtion, rebellion, and war, to de- 
pofe the King, and to put him to death ! 
This enormous infamy 1 am taxed with ; 
and this cloud of witneffes are afligned^ un- 
der my profecutors* own hand, to com^ 
upon oath and fubftantiate my guilt, at the 
moment 1 knew it to be impoflible, for any 
man on the face of the earth, to prove fuch 
crimes on me ! Thift lift is formally deliver- 
ed to me, by the Solicitor for the Treafury, 
1^ in the prefence of his two Clerks, who are to 

depofe to its fafe delivery ! But what will 
you fay, fitting here as you do the Judges 
of your country, when you (hall recolledl 
tliat inftead of having, as my profecutors 
aflertcd, two hundred and eight witnefle'; to 
prove me guilty of rebellion, war^ and put- 
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ting the King to death, they had no one wit- 
nefs to prove my guilt ; but that they had 
feveral who, in the very beginning of the 
Privy Coiincirs inquiries, had uniformly 
depofed to the peacefulnefs of my princi- 
ples and actions. Yes, Gentlemen, the mem- 
bers of the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation, whom they, that is, Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Dundas, the Lord Chancellor, Mr. Reeves, 
and the whole Privy Council interrogated 
concerning me, gave teftimony to my being 
a declared enemy to all force. One of the 
witnefles, fubpocnaed on this trial againft 
me, told the Grand Jury that, fo far from 
being in a confpiracy to excite infurredtion, 
I was a natural Quaker : which he ex- 
plained by words importing that I had the 
peaceful morality of the Quakers, without 
their fpiritual infpirations. 

Gentlemen, the ftretch of confcience of a 
Statefman is to me unfathomable. How 
Mr. Pitt, how Mr. Dundas, how the Lord 
High Chancellor of thefe realms can recon- 
cile thefe things to their hearts, what their 
feelings are, what their waking thoughts, 

and 
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and what their fleeping, I cannot divine.^ 
Could naen of fuch gigantic and incompre- 
henfible State nnorality liften to the. advice 
of one whom they have denounced a trai- 
tor, I would conjure them inftantly to re- 
vife their paft condudl ; to confider whether 
the conftruftive treafons which they have 
endeavoured to prove upon twelve m6n 
may not, with infinitely lefs violence, be 
turned to their own deftruftion ; whether 
their conduft or mine has been moft calcu- 
lated to excite infurreftion, rebellion, and 
war, with the other dreadful confeqiiencea, 
the horror of which forbids their recapitu* 
lotion ; whether it be reconcileablq tp'their 
morality thus to labour the death. of' an in- 
dividual who, were they at, this mbmen^ 
in danger, would exert his whole facultiesl 
fuch as they are, to prevent, not only the 
fhedding of their blood^ but, all pbfKble 
harm from happening to' therftj an5 who, 
hiad he the power to do theni gooJl,' would, 
from principle, conceive himfetf as' irrevo- 
cably bound to do good to them as td any 
and to every other human being. Yes, 
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Gentlemen) when I publifli.the errors they 
have committed, it is not to injure theie 
men ; but to prevent them from injuring all 
mankind. And for this great end, to fiir- 
dier this everlafting caufe, the cauie of 
truth and the good of the whole, I will 
again brave perfonal danger, and all the 
sniferies which miftaken and injurious men 
can heap on my head. 

Gentlemen, you have heard my accufers^ 
you have heard my witnefles^ you have 
heard my defence. Againft my proiecutors, 
jperibnally, who have inftigated the accula* 
tioD that has brought me into this perilous 
fiate, I deliberately declare I feel no refent- 
ment : though certainly I can conceive few 
horrors equal to thbfe which they have 
fought to bring upon me. My property 
they have wafted ; the means by which I 
fupported my ^unily they have for a time 
cut affi my charader they have attempted 
to blaft. But, as all thefe injuries, and 
every other that man can comn^t, are abfb* 
lutely no more than errors of the under* 
fbndingy to be angry at them is as irrational 
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as It is untvife. 1 hope the fearful proceed- 
ings of this whole profectition will be a 
leffon, too deeply impreffive to be ever for- 
gotten by them ; and that they and all men 
will be more and more averfe to the (bed- 
ding of blood. Should I live, and (hould 
thefe profecutors ftill remain unconvinced 
of their miftakes, 1 will never ceafe to raife 
my weak voice, to warn them and the 
world againft what I believe to be miftakes 
fo pernicious. But, in doing this, ftrift 
truth and the good of mankind Ihall be my 
guides; and, if any bittcrnefs of recollec- 
tion (hould ever induce me to alter or dif- 
guife the truth, I can honeftly fay it will 
be from fome undetefted mi(laken feeling ; 
and not from any principle of revenge, 
which I conlider as a heinous and highly 
mifchievous crime. 

With refpefl: to my witneflTes, I could 
caiily have doubled the number. My firft 
care was to feled fuch wbo(e charaSer 
ivould riot difgrace this High Tribunal of 
Juftice ; and my next to cite perfdns of 
different ages, and oppo(ite parties:* that you. 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Jury, might be convinced 
xny principles and conduct on all occafions 
were the fame. You have now only to 
decide. The fenteuce for this crime is, 
**. That the culprit (hall be taken from the 
** Bar, and conveyed to the place from 
*^ whence he cam^ ; and from thence be 
** drawn upon a hurdle to the place of exc- 
** cutioQ, there to be hanged by the neck ; 
^^ but not until be is dead ; he fliall be taken 
^' down alive, his privy niembers ihall bo 
^^ cut off, and his bowels (hall be taken out 
** and burnt before his face ; his head IhaU 
** be fevered from his body, and his body 
*^ fliall then, be divided into four quarters, 
•* which are to be at the King's difpofal ; 
f* and the. Lord have mercy on his foul !" . 
Gentlemen, though I hold it impoflible 
for any human being to merit fo ofFenfive^ 
and in my opinion fo execrably wicked a 
puniihment, yet,, as I am afraid I am fin- 
gular in this opinion, I do hot mean to ap« 
peal to your humanity, but to your juftice i 
and, if I am a traitor, if I have compaifed pi: 
imagined the death of theKing^ if you hav^ 

any 
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any fort of proof that can juftify fuch a 
vcrdi£t to your own confciences, then pro- 
nounce me Guilty ; and let my mea^rs be 
cut off, my bowels burnt, my head fevered 
from the trunk, and my body divided into 
four quarters and fent to be at the King's 
difpofal : for it matters little to mev^hether 
it be at the King's and the hangman's, or 
the vultures' and the wolves'. 
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